
 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Tena koutou katoa 
 

Strategic Plan:  The Board of Trustees went through the 
Strategic Planning process at the end of 2015. The result is 
a simple but aspirational, user-friendly structure that will 
shape our direction for the next five years—and it fits onto 

one page! Our mission statement has been shortened to “To inspire and 
support the pursuit of personal excellence”, and we have settled on four 
key values which spell RISE, rather than the sixteen listed previously. (RISE is 
an acronym for Respect, Integrity, Service and Excellence). Student Leaders 
will still choose an appropriate theme for each term—such as Kindness, our 
theme for Term One this year.  In addition to aiming for academic 
excellence, we are also focussing on excellence in pastoral care, student 
wellness, digital citizenship and on building healthy, positive relationships.  

 

Staff Changes:  Reverend Ruth Blair has announced her intention to retire as 
the Craighead Chaplain at the end of Term One. This will see the end of an 
era not only as Chaplain, but Reverend Blair has been a teacher of Senior 
English and History with more than twenty years of committed service to 
Craighead. The Board of Proprietor’s Special Character Committee are 
working through the process of finding a new Chaplain, which may take 
some time. We are grateful that the Anglican Parishes will assist with Chapel 
services in the interim.  

 

Mr Michael Laws’ contract as our BOP Development Manager ends in 
March. Mr Laws has worked hard behind the scenes to ensure our 
databases are current, and that we have a plan for fundraising for the new 
Gymnasium and Shand restoration. We wish him all the best in the future as 
a full time writer. Mrs Phillipa Guerin will be the initial point of contact for 
the Development office.  
 

Wanaka Show:  Thanks to Mr Pahl, Ms Mackenzie, Mrs McLean, and all our 
current students who showed their support for Craighead by volunteering 
their time at the Wanaka A&P Show. While the value of attending these 
shows is hard to gauge, it does give us a chance to showcase both the 
opportunities we offer and the talented students we have here at 
Craighead. We have some very loyal families who are proud to be 
associated with the school, and it was lovely to meet up with some of our 
Central Otago based Old Girls (and some from further afield!).  
 

BOT Elections:  The 2016 Board of Trustees elections are due to take place 
on Friday 10 June. We have three parent-elected positions up for re-
election, with two of those members choosing to stand down. The board is 
entrusted to work on behalf of all stakeholders and is accountable for the 
school’s performance. It emphasises strategic leadership, sets the vision for 
the school and ensures that it complies with legal and policy requirements. 
Enhancing student achievement is our focus. We need trustees who have a 
variety of competencies from financial understanding to legal acumen or 
simply a genuine interest in the school and its activities. If this sounds like 
you or you are interested to know more, please contact either Gillian Owens 
at school or Andrea Leslie leslie.wa@farmside.co.nz. 
 

God Bless, Lindy Graham 

THURSDAY 17 MARCH 2016 

School    
                Phone:  03 6886074    

Email:   admin@craighead.school.nz  
Website:  www.craighead.school.nz 

 

Boarding House  
 Phone:  03 6842251       

Email:  boarding.manager@craighead.school.nz   

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
MARCH 
Fri 18 Y9&10 Learning Conferences, Dining Room 3.45-5.00pm 
Sat 19-Sun 20 SISS Rowing Championships 
 SISS Touch 
Sun 20 Easter Chapel Service, Auditorium, 7pm 
 Roll call 6.45pm—Compulsory attendance for all students 
Tue 22 Aoraki Swimming 
 Aoraki Volleyball 
Thur 24 Y9 Social Studies, Te Ana visit 
 Y11 Economics trip 
 Boarding House closes 6.00pm 
Fri 25 Good Friday 
Fri 25-Mon 27 Rowing Camp 
Mon 27 Easter Monday 
Tue 28 School Closed, Boarding House opens 3.30pm   
 

For further Term One dates, please refer to the School website. 

Meet Ashleigh McRobie—Sports Captain 2016 
 

Beginning at Craighead in Year 9, I never thought I would 
be considered for Sports Captain. I am extremely 
privileged to be given this role as sport is a huge part of 
my life. I am really looking forward to stepping up to the 
challenges that come with my role this year.  
 

During my time at Craighead, I have been fully involved in sporting life, 
playing Netball and Touch Rugby, as well as taking part in School sports 
days and tournaments. I am also a member of many committees including 
Sports committee, Health committee and Global Citizens. Being a part of 
sport for such a long time really makes me appreciate the wonderful 
opportunities on offer here at Craighead. Through the years, I have learnt 
to appreciate the sportsmanship shown  by the girls in my team. I will 
forever cherish the friendships I have made during my time here and I am 
grateful to Craighead for making that possible. Craighead offers many 
opportunities to get involved in a wide range of sports, as well as 
coaching positions and umpiring roles. The School staff are always there 
to encourage and support you in your chosen sports and are quick to 
praise your contribution or well-earned success. I have had the pleasure of 
umpiring both Netball and Touch teams, giving me valuable teaching and 
coaching skills that I know will help me in the future. Craighead 
encourages success in all areas of life and I believe sport is an aspect that 
Craighead excels at and I am very proud to be representing my school in 
the things that I love. 
 

Being a part of Craighead has not only allowed me to excel in my sporting 
pursuits but academically as well as they have allowed me to perform to 
the best of my ability. I know Craighead has set me up well for my years 
to come beyond high school and I now have the skills I need for whichever 
path I take. I am really enjoying working with my Deputy Sports Captain 
Emma Trolove and looking forward to a great final year at Craighead. 

SWIMMING 
CHAMPIONS AND 
RUNNERS UP  

L-R: Alysha Bradley  
Jessamy Roadley  
Caitlin Alexander  
Mrs Debbie McRobie  
Leana Kemp  
Danielle Walsh  
Nicola Pedlow   
Sarah Templeton  
(Absent—Yixuan Li) 

Chelsea Turner, Year 13, 2015 
(pictured with the Chapel 
committee) addressed the 
School assembly yesterday, 
sharing her experiences of her 
time in Fiji as Cyclone Winston 
struck.  She has set up a 
Facebook page, Fiji Fix Up, to 
raise awareness of 
fundraising to help with 
rebuilding projects. 
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TERM DATES  2016 
Term 1 1 February—15 April  Term 3   25 July—23 September 
Term 2  2 May—1 July  Term 4   10 October— 9 December 

Please forward brief details of student news and achievements to 
Katie.Mackenzie@craighead.school.nz 

UNIFORM SHOP OPENING DATES 
Our next open day is this Friday 18 March, 3.30pm-4.30pm 

Further opening dates this term—1 April, 15 April 
EFTPOS is available at the Uniform shop 

 

Second Hand Shop, next opening date this term—Friday 1 April 
Cash or cheques only at the Second Hand Shop 

CAN YOU HELP? The Craighead International Department is looking to 
increase the Homestay database.   

 

We need a selection of both short and long term accommodation options 
for international students who study here at School.  If you are interested 
in becoming a homestay provider, please contact Mrs Julie McLean via the 
School office or email mcleanju@craighead.school.nz. 

 

CRAIGHEAD PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 

 

Our next Parents and Friends meeting for this year is the AGM, to be held 
on Friday 1 April at 1.00pm in the Auditorium Foyer. We encourage all 
parents and caregivers interested in getting involved with School and 
meeting other parents, to come along and hear our plans for the year 
ahead. We welcome nominations for office-bearing positions—we hope to 
encourage some new members onto the committee.  Becoming involved 
with Parents and Friends is a great way to get to know what is going on in 
the school, to meet parents from across the year groups and to have a lot 
of fun together as well. 
 

Please contact us if you have any queries.  
Teresa Templeton—Chairperson, Parents & Friends—021 863 665 

ROWING 

The Canterbury Secondary Schools’ Regatta was held over the weekend at 
Lake Hood. Congratulations to the Craighead Rowing squad on a great 
weekend of racing.  We wish all the girls the best of luck for the South 
Island Secondary Schools Championships which will be held in Twizel this 
weekend. 

TENNIS  

 

Last weekend, four Craighead 
students represented South 
Canterbury Junior Tennis in a 
tournament against Mid 
Canterbury. They performed 
well, winning eight of their 
twelve matches. 

 

L-R: Lucy Crawford, Kate 
Harvey, Kate Crawford, Ella 
Crotty  

BOARDING HOUSE NEWS 
Weekend Outings:  
Saturday 19 March—Visit Methven A&P Show.  Geraldine farm visit 
postponed. 
Sunday 20 March—Caroline 
Bay for walk 
 

Bike Safety Course:  Many 
thanks to Mrs Butcher and 
Senior Constable Keri Brown 
(centre right) for taking the 
Year 9 girls on the road for 
their Bike Safety course. The 
girls passed with flying 
colours—congratulations to all 
concerned. 
 

Exeat weekend:   Please note 
that the Boarding House will be closed for Easter weekend from 6.00pm on 
Thursday 24 March, and we will reopen on Tuesday 29 March at 3.00pm. 
Dinner will be provided on Tuesday evening, so please let the Boarding 
House know in advance if you wish your daughter to have an evening meal.  
 

Please remember if you have any concerns at all, you can contact me after 
school, either personally or by phone, on 03 684 2251. 

Yvonne Thompson - Director of Boarding 

KNITTING FOR NEPAL 

 

These beanies were lovingly 
knitted by Craighead students 
under the guidance of Mrs 
Mulvihill.  165 beanies were 
gifted to children in  the Bal 
Kendra School, Nepal.   

MARKET DAY 
ENTERTAINMENT 

Well done and a huge 
thank you to Molly and 
Hanna Devries, Jade 
Reddecliffe, the Ukulele 
group, Six Strings and 
Harmony, Year 9 Musos, 
the Craighead Chorale, 
Kaylee Bell and Alysha 
Bradley, Emma Hall, Nic 
Goodwin, Caitlin Bradley 
and Olivia Ward, Kate Low 
and Casey Brosnahan, all of 
whom entertained at the  Craighead Market day last week.  Your music 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all and many passed on their congratulations 
and thanks. 

LOVES ME NOT WORKSHOP 

On Tuesday, Craighead proudly hosted the Loves Me Not workshop for 
our Year 12 students.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The workshop actively engaged the girls through interactive role play, 
video clips and discussion about what healthy relationships actually look 
like, and consequently, how to spot the warning signs when they can 
become unhealthy. Each girl was also gifted the Loves Me Not book from 
the Sophie Elliott Foundation. The day would not have been such a success 
without the wonderful support of Police Senior Constable Keri Brown, 
Detective Sergeant Greg Harrison, Nic Harrison from Adventure 
Development, Catherine Coster from Family Works, and Craighead staff 
members, Gillian Towle and Alastair Townshend. Further information can 
be found on http://www.sophieelliottfoundation.co.nz/.  

Mrs Joanne Grace – Guidance Counsellor 

RELIGIOUS AND SOCIAL 
EDUCATION 

 

Chelsea Turner (Year 13, 
2015), teaches 9LM some 
slick Holy Hip Hop moves 
during RSE this week. 
Chelsea has recently 
returned from Fiji where 
she experienced the 
devastating cyclone first 
hand.  
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