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Principal's message:
Tena koutou katoa 
The announcement by the Prime Minister on Thursday regarding what Alert Level 2 will look 
like signals the return to on-site schooling, as of Monday 18 May if we move to Alert Level 2. 
We are very much looking forward to seeing our students in person, to hearing how they have 
fared during these unprecedented times, and to reconnecting as a whole school community.
 
I want to acknowledge the huge amount of work that all members of our school community 
have achieved together over the past 6 weeks, and to recognised that many staff (and 
students) have worked right through what was our usual school Easter holiday break. 
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I congratulate our teaching staff on their ability to adapt with unprecedented speed to this new world, which is likely to be our ‘new normal’. Along with the 
chance to do things differently and with greater flexibility, we have seen amazing innovation and creativity in the delivering of lessons remotely using on-line 
platforms. The professional learning opportunities have been incredible, and it has been heart-warming to observe the collegiality, support and collaboration 
amongst our staff.  So, while this has been forced upon us, there has been silver linings! 

I would also like to compliment our students - the majority  have  risen  to  the  challenge, demonstrating  that they are self-motivated, capable, resilient and 
flexible. We thank  them  for  continuing  with  their  learning, for providing valuable feedback about the pace and amount of work they were able to achieve, 
and for their positivity despite the challenging circumstances. 

Our task  now  is  to  regroup  as  we  look to transition back into school. Checking on wellbeing is the first and most important job we will do, and we will be 
dedicating  some  time  to  do  this properly. We  must  assure  everyone that they are safe, and that we have good processes and systems in place, before 
focusing  on  the  learning. Initially  prioritising  wellbeing  recognises  the additional stresses placed upon our girls and their families, and our staff and their 
families in these extraordinary times. 
 
We are  intending  to  fully  reopen the school on Monday 18th May (depending upon the announcement next Monday), beginning at 8.40am. The Boarding 
House will  be  open  for  students  to return on Sunday 17 May (further details will be provided next week). The expectation is that all staff and students will 
return to  school, with  the  exception  of  those  who  need  to  self-isolate.  We  will  be  contacting  families next week to find out which students will not be 
returning  in  the  first  instance.  Those  who are unwell are asked to remain at home where they can still access remote learning. Students will be asked to 
return  to  school  wearing  their  correct  school uniform (winter or summer). I would like to remind all students that our Mobile phone policy still applies and 
that phones will be confiscated as per Term One if they are visible. 

Clearly, there  are  still  a  lot  of specific details to consider, especially around social distancing but we will work through these following the Ministry of Health 
and Education requirements. In summary, Alert Level 2 means:
        > enabling good hygiene practices – regular washing and drying of hands and good cough and sneeze etiquette remain fundamental to preventing  
           spread of illness such as colds, flu and COVID-19.
        > ensuring people with COVID-19 or flu-like symptoms stay away from school.
        > maintaining physical distancing where practicable - in schools this means maintaining a physical distance so that they are not breathing on or  
           touching each other (there is no minimum distance requirement for schools at Alert Level 2)
        > keeping track of people that enter the school – through the attendance register, timetable and visitor register.

On Sunday, we celebrate Mother's Day. Enjoy being together in your bubble.
God Bless - E te atua manaaki -   Lindy Graham

Update...
Please find attached to today's email, the latest release for parents from NZQA that will 
help to answer some questions. NZQA is working very closely with the Ministry of Education to 
develop contingency plans for NCEA should they be required. Currently NZQA and the MOE are 
developing a range of levers that can be used should they need to. Of particular note for our Year 
13 students is that NZQA is in discussion with Universities New Zealand around entry 
requirements, all planning being done will allow students to transition into their preferred pathway, be 
this tertiary education or work.

We know that our students, in particular, our Year 12 and 13 students, will have concerns about the 
impact of Covid-19 on their NCEA qualifications. The flexibility of NCEA, Craighead’s ongoing 
commitment to achievement, the provision of high quality teaching and learning by the staff and the 
work that the girls are putting in will allow them to  gain the qualifications  they need in 2020 and to 
pursue their chosen path in 2021. 

Introd
ucing

...

New Zealand trained Teacher, Mr Tom Wallis, who is 
assisting supervise our International Students while 
they study during Alert Level 3. He will relieve for the 
rest of the term wherever required when we move to 
Alert Level 2.

Our new 
Sta� 
member...

https://covid19.govt.nz/


Craighead_Wellbeing Instagram is a great place for the girls to find exercise 
ideas, gain motivation and see what everyone else has been doing during 
lockdown. 
We have had some very special guests to the page such as Old Girl and team 
member of New Zealand Women's Rowing eight, Emma Dyke (far left); Silver 
Fern, Jane Watson; fitness guru, Kate Ivey; Old Girl and Musician, Kaylee Bell 
(centre); and our 2019 School Leaders, Meghan Templeton (right) and Renae 
Cocking.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All our Craighead students have been busy at home keeping 
their minds and bodies active in so many different ways. Here 
are a few photos of what the girls have been doing...

Lockdown Well-being...

These are some of the products Year 10 Economics 
"Business Enterprise" students are working on for 
Market Day, scheduled to be held Tuesday 16 June.

ONLINE LEARNING...

Year 10 Economics... Mrs Whittington’s Year 9 Drama “taster” class 
are putting together an online musical. Each 
student has a scene to produce, singing or 
lipsyncing - they video themselves then put 
them together.  

‘Brushes with Greatness - the Dental Hygiene Musical’ and is light-
hearted!  This will replace the live drama production which the class were 
scheduled to work on prior to lockdown.

Senior Drama students have coped wonderfully with a completely changed 
programme. Year 11 are enjoying reading melodrama scripts; Year 12 are 
writing their own plays (and the ideas are fantastic) whilst Year 13 are writing 
their own monologues based upon a significant woman from History. A 
massive thank you to them all for being so positive and flexible. 

If I may quote Perry Rush, President of the New Zealand Principals' 
Federation: “The arts provide a vehicle for confronting human experiences 
and interpreting them in ways that literal language cannot. In their broad and 
unique expression of human emotion and insight, the arts enable deep 
understanding and empathy to grow.”                 Gillian Towle - HOD Drama

Drama...

Whānau group:
  Te Uru 3, 

 preparing for a 
 Zoom session 

 with  Miss Shaw 
 and Mrs Reeve.

____________________________________
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Lockdown Activities...

Who would have thought we would be helping to lead a school from the comfort of our own homes? The past six 
weeks have been far from what we expected, or for that matter, what anyone would have expected. It is fair to 
say that these circumstances have tested us all, but if anything, we are certain that a range of positive things will 
come from this unprecedented experience. We are both very eager to return to school and reconnect with our 
peers and teachers. Despite keeping in touch through our laptop screens, we all know that this virtual life is just 
not the same. 

To keep busy we have been entertaining ourselves and those in our separate bubbles. Milly has decorated the 
fridge with rather amateur artworks, played the same two songs on the piano and walked every street in her 
neighbourhood countless times. Evening exercise has become routine, but so has the consumption of sweet 
treats. The cookbooks have certainly been well looked through. Emma, on the other hand, has focused more on 
the benefits and relaxation provided by Netflix and other streaming platforms. After making a pact with her twin 
sister to do a two week fitness challenge, the gaps quickly appeared, and a few more rest days were taken than 
necessary. 

School work has been keeping us occupied and we thank our teachers for all the effort they have been putting in 
to ensure we are kept on the right track. 

FROM OUR SCHOOL LEADERS....

Regardless of whether you have learnt a new skill, or have been using the time as an extended holiday, we hope you’re doing ok, and we can’t wait to be 
back at school soon!
Head Girl, Milly Ford (left) and Deputy Head Girl, Emma Jarvie

____________________________________________________



Lockdown Bubble Life

We finally farewelled our fabulous gap students on 10 April, during 
Lockdown.  Janina Wohlers, Carla Wöhler and Stefanie Hoffmann all 
managed to get seats on a Lufthansa flight out of Christchurch and are now 
safely home in Germany with their families. We will miss their help and 
comradeship in the Boarding House.
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN....

Reverend 
Lucy 

 Flatt 

We have started off a digital Chapel series and we are 
now into our fourth week. Using an unlisted YouTube link, 
the School community has been able to engage in Chapel 
online. 
 

Mrs Tracy Dockrill
Director of Boarding

FROM THE BOARDING HOUSE....

To all our boarding families, please stay safe - we look forward very much to 
seeing you all in Level 2.  
Find us on Facebook:  Boarding at Craighead
Email: dockrilltr@craighead.school.nz         Phone: 03 684 2251 
Feel free to contact me if you have any queries about Boarding House life.

Currently we have fourteen International students and six staff members in 
residence in the Boarding House.  We have fittingly named our bubble 'Craighead 
Island'.  It is a happy, busy bubble with lots of activities to keep the girls occupied 
including baking, dancing, gym workouts, online schoolwork and also keeping in 
touch with family and school friends via social media such as Facetime.

The Boarding staff interact with the girls adhering to social distancing, making sure 
girls are happy and their needs are met. I do wish to acknowledge our fantastic 
staff for including our International Students in their bubbles and the girls for being 
so delightful to look after in these challenging times.  The laughter and chatter from 
these girls has assured me that 'Craighead Island' has been a great place to be 
during Lockdown.  

The Zoom Youth Group has also been great fun, with digital scavenger hunts, 
dress ups and daily challenges – (if you're keen to join, simply send Rev Lucy 
an email on flattlu@craighead.school.nz).  

In addition, to  assist  us  in growing our connections with each other and with 
God, I have  set  up  this  internal website with some prayer activities, prayers 
and a guide to growing with God found 
here:    https://sites.google.com/craighead.school.nz/chapel/prayer 
                                                                               Grace and Peace to you all!
                                                                                                              Rev. Lucy

Digital Chapel

________________________________________________________

The Chapel Committee and Sacristans 
Nicole Arundell (left) and Danielle Jarvie, 
have assisted hugely in preparing reflections 
and adding their thoughts via email and video 
– a huge thank you to you all!
 
Night Prayers have continued weekdays via 
Instagram (@revlucy2.0), with student 
involvement in reading and reflections.

A Next Steps Rethink form was emailed to Year 13 girls last week 
following the Careers Zoom catch up session. I would encourage parents 
/ caregivers to look through this form with their daughter as plans for 
study, apprenticeships, travel or work may be affected by Covid-
19.  While the situation is continuing to evolve, it is important that the girls 
evaluate their options carefully and have a Plan A and B in place for 2021. 
In addition, the girls need to ensure they have their Driver’s Licence, and 
make the most of opportunities (as they become available) to upskill in 
areas such as First Aid. CVs need to be spot on! The girls are very 
welcome to send their CVs through for feedback during the lockdown 
phase.  

Please do not hesitate to make contact with any queries, or if additional 
support is required.
 
Mrs Vicky Campbell, Careers Advisor
campbellvi@craighead.school.nz
 

CAREER EVENTS ONLINE - IMPORTANT DATES:
Lincoln University Liaison Visit Zoom – Thursday 14 May, 11.30 am (Log 
in details can be accessed from the Events Calendar on Career Central).
 
University of Canterbury Virtual Info Evening - Tuesday 26 May, 6pm
UC invites future students and their families to attend a virtual information 
evening. Find out everything you need to know about life and study at 
UC, scholarships, accommodation, degree and course 
information.  Register here: 
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/events/tours-and-events/info-evenings/

CAREERS - Year 13:

GENERAL NOTICES...
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This interactive PDF offers parents and whānau practical tips and tools to help 
them talk to your children about online safety.   It includes: 
•       quickstarter tips for parents, whānau and young people
•       information to enhance digital parenting knowledge
•       details about the online risks and challenges children may face
•       advice about how you can help your children
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Online-Safety-Parent-
Toolkit-R2.pdf

GENERAL NOTICES continued...

Online Learning-
Live-streaming: Understand the risks for students ...

Uniform...
Uniform Shop - Contactless collection: 
We are currently processing orders placed through the 
Craighead Diocesan School website.  
Go to The Craighead Uniform Shop and click on Day School 
Uniform and Additional Uniform Items Order Form.  
 
Payment is required prior to collection and can be made 
online into the School bank account:  01-0886-0011218-00 
Particulars:  Uniform        Reference:  Student’s name
 
Once payment is confirmed, we will fill your online order and 
you will be notified by text when your items are available to 
be collected.  Please call ahead to the School Office (03 688 
6074) to arrange a time for collection, ensuring that social 
distancing is maintained. Thank you for your co-operation 
with this.

Second Hand Uniform Shop:
At this stage, we hope to have our Second Hand Uniform 
Shop open on Friday 29 May and 19 June, between 3.30 
and 4.30pm.  These dates are yet to be confirmed.

THE DESIGN AND FASHION DEPARTMENT still requires 
knitting wool.  Over the past few months, staff members 
Barbara Morris and Vanessa Mulvihill have knitted over 100 
hats and distributed them to local kindergartens . 

 

Can You Help...?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

USEFUL CAREER RESOURCES  
•   CDS Careers on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CDS-Careers for career updates, including tertiary news.
•   Career Central: https://app.careercentral.school.nz/  Online career portal with a wealth of resources include diagnostic tools and a CV template.  
    To find out more, go to https://rise.articulate.com/share/-mT39A_fW0cYj1ZO5x7v7Fy70ZgprAFu  
•   Money Hub: https://www.moneyhub.co.nz/students.html for scholarships, student loans, university alternatives and more!
•   My Next Move: https://mynextmove.nz/   A local Aoraki Development initiative designed to inform and connect young people who are planning 
     their next move.  
•   NZ Careers: https://www.careers.govt.nz/ focuses on lifelong career development -  check out the Tools section.

Cyber Security Consultant John Parsons: below is a link 
to John's latest short video, with bulleted key points, 
talking about helping parents and children when 
broadcasting in real time:

Netsafe have recently launched a great new 
resource for parents and whānau, the ‘Online Safety 
Parent Toolkit’. 

https://www.facebook.com/johnparsonsS2E/videos/244747619971043/

During the lockdown period they have delivered them to 
pharmacies for distribution to children.  
 
If you are able to donate wool (double knit wool is preferable) 
they would be most grateful.  
Please email admin@craighead.school.nz and Barbara or 
Vanessa will arrange for a pickup from a letterbox, or leave it 
at the School Office when we return to Level 2. 
                                   
Thank you.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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FROM OUR SPORTS DEPARTMENT...

Kayla

Cunningham

Director 

of Sport

To keep up to date with sport and recreation, please check in to the Craighead Diocesan 
Sport Facebook page where we will post alert level information specific to sport. New 
information is released from Sport New Zealand each week - we will do our best to keep 
you up to date with relevant information.

KEEPING UP TO DATE WITH SPORT... 

___________________________________________________________

________________________________________

Some of New Zealand’s best-known coaches and athletes from over 20 sports are leading a series of daily 
workouts, games and challenges in an exciting new initiative called Home Advantage.  Look out for many of our 
Olympians, Black Sticks and Tall Blacks. There are over 60 free videos available perfect for PE classes, 
keeping skills sharp or trying out new sports with minimal equipment. New videos are released daily, each 
intended to last approximately 30 mins.    

 https://www.sky.co.nz/sky-sport-next


