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Newsletter Thursday 2 August 2018 

Tena koutou katoa  
 

Craighead Senior Formal:  What a lovely 
evening we had on Friday at our School 
Formal, held at the Landing Services Building 
in Timaru. The weather was kind to us, with 
lots of people lining up to observe the South 
Canterbury tradition of ball-goers arriving for 

the walk-in, to our chosen theme Willy Wonka. The students 
and their partners looked absolutely stunning and all were very 
well behaved. It was a real pleasure to host and enjoy the 
company of senior students from other local schools. Many 
thanks go to our very competent Chairperson of the Social 
Committee Bryleigh Collins and her committee, to staff members Miss Kelly Dawe and Mr Wayne Pahl, 
and to Caretaker Mr Lance Puhirere. In particular, I would like to thank Mrs Christine Macgregor who 
has been the parent mainstay in running these formals for many years; 2018 is her final year—many thanks for 
your patience, knowledge and service.  Huge thanks also to the other parents who managed the cloak area, to our 
Year 11 students who supported on the night, to the Speights Ale House for their superb catering and to our 
security firm from Harlequins Rugby Club.  
 

International Visitors:   Twenty-six Japanese students and two teachers from Shotoku Gakuen High School from 
Tokyo, are staying in Timaru, hosted by both Craighead and Roncalli families. They are very much enjoying their 
trip, seeing the sights of the wider South Canterbury region while also practising and refining their English speaking 
skills. The group joined this week’s Assembly where they demonstrated a traditional Japanese dance and then 
joined us in singing the New Zealand National Anthem together.  
 

Have your say on the future of NCEA!  
The consultation phase has now been extended until 16 October. Feedback is being sought on the 6 Big 
Opportunities (provocations), which were developed by a Ministerial Advisory 
and Reference Group. The following six ideas are intended to provoke, inspire 
and encourage korero on NCEA—these are:  
 Creating space at Level One for powerful learning 
 Strengthening literacy and numeracy  
 Ensuring NCEA Level Two and Three support good connections beyond 

schooling  
 Making it easier for teachers, schools and kura to refocus on learning  
 Ensuring the record of achievement tells us about learners’ capabilities 
 Dismantling barriers to NCEA  
Please join in the conversation and submit your ideas, experiences and 
suggestions for change. Background to the NCEA review can be found at: 
conversation.education.govt.nz/NCEA. 
 

The Winter Quadrangular Tournament is being hosted by St Hilda’s Collegiate 
next week. We are looking forward to testing our skills against SHCS, St 
Margaret’s and Columba Colleges in the build up to SISS Winter Tournament 
Week held later this term.  
 
God Bless—Lindy Graham, Principal 

Meet Kate Kelly— 
Head Librarian 2018 

 

I came to Craighead from Waimataitai  in 2014, 
with about seven other girls. It was a big change 
coming from a school of almost 600 students, and a 
bit nerve-wracking after being at school with the 
same people for eight years, but I was definitely up 
for the challenge.  Almost as soon as I got to school 
on that first day, I made new friends who felt more like family because 
of the smaller roll at Craighead.  Even though it was a big change for 
me, I was very happy about it. I loved all the new subjects and the small 
class sizes—it took me a while to get used to not having a school bell to 
tell me when to go to the next class or when lunch was over.  
 

I have given everything a go, including different sports such as 
Badminton (which didn’t appeal) and Sailing (which did) and  I joined as 
many committees as I could.  In Year 10, I became a librarian and I soon 
knew that this was a role which suited me. I have since spent a lot of 
time in the library, liking the atmosphere, and talking to Mrs Oliver and 
other students about books. Being chosen to be Head Librarian this year 
was still a bit of a surprise to me.  I was very excited about the move to 
the new Library— we are very grateful for this amazing space that we 
now have, and I know that I have helped to bring the space together. 
 

I am very happy to be part of the Craighead family and I know it will 
stick with me for the rest of my life, as being in this school community 
has shaped me into the best person I can be. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

AUGUST 
Thu 2  Student loans presentation—7pm TONIGHT, Auditorium   
Sun 5-Tue 7 Winter Quadrangular Tournament, St Hilda’s, Dunedin 
Tue 7 Julie Arliss Conference for Juniors 
 Aoraki Maths Competition (Y7&8) 
Wed 8 Aoraki Maths Competition (Y9&10) 
Thu 9 Australian Maths Competition (Y9-13) 
 Victoria University Course Planning 
Fri 10 Senior Drama Students to Court Theatre, Christchurch  

 

 
 
 

NZQA and SCHOLARSHIP EXAMINATIONS FEES 
  

Fees for NZQA and Scholarship Examinations will be due on 27 August 2017. 
Invoices will be posted to all parents/caregivers early in Term Three. If you 
require financial assistance, please collect a form from the school office or 
download a form from the NZQA website and return to Ms Lara Hearn 
by Monday 13 August. 

International Visitors 
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Please forward brief details of student news  
and achievements to Katie.mackenzie@craighead.school.nz 

 

 CRAIGHEAD UNIFORM SHOP—for new uniform only 
Open every Friday, 3.30-4.30pm—EFTPOS available 

 

SECOND HAND SHOP     Open days coming up...  
Friday 3 August, 31 August, 21 September—3.30pm-4.30pm 

Cash or cheque only at Second Hand Shop   

NEWS FROM THE BOARDING HOUSE  
 

Weekend Outings: 
Friday 3 August:      Games evening 
Saturday 4 August: Ashburton Art Gallery 
         and picnic 
Sunday 5 August:    Flip Out 
 

Mrs Tracy Dockrill—Deputy Boarding Manager 
dockrilltr@craighead.school.nz or 03 684 2253 

Spring Fling…Craighead Parents and Friends  

are planning an event to promote the new gymnasium to the 

Timaru community on Saturday 8 September 2018.  

We are asking for donated items for the auction  
to be held during the event—eg:  Holiday home weekends, 

meat, wine, firewood, artwork, family passes or gift vouchers, 
sporting merchandise or goods. 

If you are able to contribute, please contact:  
Tracy McLeod, Secretary, Parents and Friends—

dtamcleod@outlook.com   

INTERNATIONAL VISITORS… 
The International Department have welcomed two visiting groups to 
Craighead in Term Three.  Japanese students from Shokotu Gakuen High 
School in Tokyo are participating in ESOL lessons, with the girls joining 
classes at Craighead and the boys at Roncalli College for integration with 
New Zealand students.  The students are hosted by homestay families 
and the visiting girls have buddies from Year 9 classes. 
 

The students are taking part in a Language and Cultural Programme, 
sightseeing and experiencing life in Timaru. They will also visit Tekapo Hot 
Springs and join their families and buddies in activities around the region. 
The group returns to Japan on 14 August.  They performed in 
Assembly on Wednesday, sharing Japanese culture with us in dance and 
singing both the Japanese and New Zealand national anthems. 

 

The second group to join Craighead is five girls from South Korea, who are 
a part of a group of 150 students visiting Waikato, Nelson and Canterbury 
for eight weeks. They are students who have gained a Government 
scholarship (as part of the Korean Free Trade Agreement) and will be here 
until mid September. The students have an interest in agriculture, so if 
any families from the school community could offer the girls a farm visit 
or an agricultural experience, please contact Mrs Julie McLean through 
the School office, 03 688 6074. 
 

Morning tea 
including a 
birthday cake was 
enjoyed by our 
International 
family on Tuesday 
to celebrate 
holiday birthdays 
for Than Balukal 
and our new gap 
student Melissa 
Conze.  

NETBALL…  Congratulations to the Senior A Netball team which 

was placed first in the A Grade at the Aoraki Netball Championships  
held on Sunday in Ashburton. 

Top L-R:  Kate Crawford, Meghan Templeton, Holly Munro, Angel 
  Ellerbroek, Kristie Brown and Sophie Tucker  
Bottom L-R:  Grace Hyslop, Georgia Dobbs, Taylah Marr, Elsie Love and 
  Lucy Tregenza 

YMCA Drugs and Alcohol Workshop 
A great workshop was hosted last night by the YMCA's Catherine Slee and 
Olivia Pierce, and our Senior Community Police Officer Maire Froud. Parents 
were educated around the impact of drugs and alcohol on our young 
people, the impact of peer pressure and partying, as well as having the 
opportunity to share experiences and ask relevant questions around talking 
to youth about these issues.  
 

For concerns around drugs or alcohol you can seek additional support from 
the Drugs and Alcohol Helpline on 0800 787 797.  
 

Maire also introduced parents to a fabulous website that supports youth 
around antisocial online issues— www.icon.co.nz. Many thanks to those 
who supported this initiative. The Health 
Curriculum will continue to respond to the 
needs of the community, so please let us know 
of any issues you believe are relevant.  
 

Jo Grace—Guidance Counsellor 

Mrs Oliver’s Book Recommendation…  

“Tin Heart” by Shivaun Plozza 

 

When Marlowe gets a heart transplant and a second 
chance at life, all she wants is to thank her donor's 
family. Maybe then she can move on and discover who 
she is if she's no longer The Dying Girl.  But with a little 
brother who dresses like every day is Halloween, a 
vegan warrior for a mother and an all-out war with the 
hot butcher's apprentice next door, Marlowe's life is 
already pretty complicated. And her second chance is 
about to take an unexpected turn. 

mailto:Katie.Mackenzie@craighead.school.nz
mailto:thompsonyv@craighead.school.nz
http://icon.co.nz/

