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Newsletter Thursday 31 May 2018 

Tena koutou katoa  

 

Official Gymnasium/Library Opening—At this very special occasion, 
Craighead Development Manager Mrs Phillipa Guerin was  
acknowledged and thanked for her efforts in ensuring a smooth 
pathway to the completion of this project. She has done an incredible 
job. Mr Paul Ferris (CEO Integrated Schools) then briefly spoke about 
the place of Integrated Schools within the New Zealand Education 
system, and on behalf of the Minister of Education, Director of 

Education for Canterbury Ms Coralanne Child congratulated our two Boards on their 
outstanding achievement in completing this substantial project. Mr Gary Rooney officially 
opened the building complex with a ribbon cutting ceremony, then everyone was invited to 
walk around the new facilities and share in afternoon tea. Our Kapa Haka and Chorale were 
once again impressive and relished the opportunity to showcase their skills to a delighted 
audience. Thanks to all those members of our school and wider community for coming 
along. Huge thanks to everyone involved in our official opening held last Friday. 
 

Open Day on Sunday was also extremely busy, 
with an impressive turnout of existing and 
prospective families. While our new facilities 
naturally generated extra interest, staff and 
students were kept very busy in each learning 
area, showcasing the range of learning 
opportunities available. We have received 
numerous compliments about our student 
guides, who were “…very knowledgeable and 
enthusiastic” about the living and learning 
environment at Craighead. The Kapa Haka and 
Chorale also impressed our visitors. Thanks to 
members of our Board of Proprietors and 
Trustees, and our Parents and Friends for meeting and talking with new families on the day.   
 

Teaching and Learning—This week marks the half way point for Term Two. Many of our Senior Students will now have an idea as to how they are 
progressing towards achieving their NCEA Level One to Three certificates. Reports will be available via the KAMAR link on the Craighead website from 
Monday 11 June. If anyone has concerns about their daughters’ progress prior to the Learning Conferences being held in Weeks 9 and 10, please contact 
either the subject teacher or the Year Level Dean in the first instance.  
 

A reminder about the PPTA Paid Union meeting being held next Wednesday 6 June from 1.30pm. Some staff will remain on site to supervise any 
students who are unable to make alternative arrangements or who are waiting for after-school buses. Students will be asked to work independently in our 
new library. Please contact the School office by tomorrow, Friday 1 June. 

 

God Bless—Lindy Graham, Principal 
Meet Zoë Leen— 

Tonga Leader 2018 
 

I arrived at Craighead as a fresh-faced Year 9 student 
in 2014. The transition from primary to high school 
was a steep learning curve, however the support 
shown to us by both the staff and older students 
allowed me to quickly become comfortable within the 
Craighead Community. Craighead has been my home for the past four 
years. During this time the school has presented me with opportunities I 
never knew were within my grasp. Rowing, First XI Hockey, Debating, 
Choir and Kapa Haka are all activities which have enriched my life, just 
to mention a few. Also, academic excellence is something that is pushed 
within the classroom, and the staff tailor their teaching to suit the 
individual. This has allowed the girls in my year to maintain strong 
academic records alongside our leadership roles and other endeavours; 
something we are all grateful for.  

 

To be appointed Head of House for Tonga this year is such a privilege. 
This role has enabled me to improve my communication skills, time 
management, and flexibility in regards to my work habits. I am 
extremely thankful that I am able to share this responsibility with Molly 
Scott, the best wing-woman I could ever ask for! To see everyone 
enjoying and fully participating in House events means so much to Molly 
and me as it confirms that all the work House leaders put in behind the 
scenes is worth while. Throughout the year I hope to encourage and 
further develop relationships with younger students in the school; laying 
a platform in a similar way to how the older students did when I began 
at Craighead.  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

MAY 
Thur 31 TONIGHT…  CDX Factor 7pm, Auditorium 
JUNE  
Fri 1 Y13 WISH (Incubator) Session   
Mon 4 Queen’s Birthday, School closed, Boarding House open 
Tue 5 Life Education Trust 
Wed 6 PAID UNION MEETING, 1.30pm—see details on page 2 
 Y11-13 Drama Workshop 
Thur 7 Aoraki Cross Country 
Fri 8 Y7&9 Grandparents Afternoon Tea, 2pm 

Guest speaker  
Theo Feldbrugge... 

 

Owner/Operator of Total Training—www.totaltraining.co.nz  
 

Thursday 14 June, 7-8pm 
Craighead Auditorium 

 

Craighead Sports Council invites coaches, managers, 
parents and players to hear Theo Feldbrugge speak 
about Mental Fitness in sport. We train our body to 
perform but not necessarily our minds.  Theo has worked 
closely with Colin Hawke and Sport Canterbury in 
Christchurch dealing with high performance sport.  

Prospective students busy with a Science 
investigation at Craighead’s Open Day 

The Kapa Haka group performs at  
the opening ceremony 
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Please forward brief details of student news  
and achievements to Katie.mackenzie@craighead.school.nz 

Winter Uniform  
All girls are expected to wear winter uniform from Queen’s 
Birthday weekend. Please check that kilts are clean and pressed. 
The hem must be 30-33cm from the floor, with shoes on.  

 

 CRAIGHEAD UNIFORM SHOP—for new uniform only 
Open every Friday, 3.30-4.30pm—EFTPOS available 

 

SECOND HAND SHOP     Open days coming up...  
Tomorrow, Friday 1 June and 29 June, 3.30pm-4.30pm 

Cash or cheque only at Second Hand Shop   

AN IMPORTANT UPDATE from the University 
of Otago for students preparing for entrance 
into Medical school...  While schools, students 
and their families are obviously free to exercise 

their own judgement on where to seek information from, it is important 
that you know that the University of Otago does not endorse the advice 
provided by third party commercial entities on preparing for entry to 
medical school. We strongly recommend that any students needing 
information about Otago’s Medical school contact either the Schools' 
Liaison team or our Health Sciences Admissions office team for any advice. 
Email: health-sciences@otago.ac.nz  for further information. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Monday 18 June, 6pm—University of Canterbury Information Evening—
The Grosvenor Hotel, Cairns Terrace, Timaru 
Wednesday 27 June, 7pm—University of Otago Information Evening 
ASB Pavilion, Benvenue Avenue, Timaru 
Tuesday 3 July—Victoria University Information Evening— 
Rydges Hotel, Latimer Square, Christchurch 
 
DEFENCE CAREERS SOUTHERN will be conducting a female-only Defense 
Careers Experience (DCE) at Burnham Military Camp in the second week 
of the July school holidays (16–20 July 2018). The DCE is open to female 
secondary school students in years 12 and 13 from across the South Island 
who have an interest in a career with the New Zealand Army.   
Please contact Careers Advisor Mrs Vicky Campbell, if this is of interest. 
campbellvi@craighead.school.nz 

P A I D  U N I O N  M E E T I N G  
We have been directed by the  

NZ Post Primary Teachers’ Association  
that members will be attending a  

Paid Union Meeting, next  
Wednesday 6 June 2018, 1.30pm   

We regret any inconvenience this Paid Union Meeting may cause.  School 
will remain open but classes will not run and parents are asked, where 
possible, that they make arrangements for their daughters to be at home 
during this time.  Supervision by teachers who are not PPTA members will be 
available for daygirls who cannot make alternative arrangements (eg. bus 
students—buses will run at normal times).   

FINAL REMINDER…  Please contact the School office by tomorrow,  
Friday 1 June, if you require this supervision for your daughter.  
Boarding House supervisors will be on duty in the Boarding House for 
Boarder supervision. 

A FINAL REMINDER….. 

Craighead Parents and Friends  
have invited grandparents of Year 7 and 9 

students to attend a  
Grandparents’ Afternoon Tea  

Friday 8 June, 2pm—School Dining Room  
 

RSVP and payment due by Tuesday 5 June 

NEWS FROM THE BOARDING HOUSE  
 

Weekend Outings:  
Friday 1 June: Roller blading, Caroline Bay 
Saturday 2 June: Lunch at Koji 
Sunday 3 June: Mini golf 
 
Queen’s Birthday Weekend:   
The Boarding House will remain open for this long weekend. 
 

Mrs Yvonne Thompson—Director of Boarding 
thompsonyv@craighead.school.nz or 03 684 2253. 

THE CRAIGHEAD BOARD OF 
PROPRIETORS  

invites Boarding Parents & Caregivers to a 

Buffet Dinner 
Friday 15 June 2018, 6.30pm 

Craighead School Dining Room 
 

$25 per person—Payment to Craighead account # 01 0886 0011218 00 
Please use References: BH Dinner and your daughter’s Surname 

Bookings essential for catering purposes 
RSVP by Friday 8 June 2018: boarding.manager@craighead.school.nz 

No student may leave school at lunchtime without 
signed permission from a parent, usually by means of 
the Lunch Permission form, which was completed at 
the beginning of the school year, otherwise by written 
note. Students are not permitted to go to the Highfield 

Mall during school or at lunchtime without the permission of the Principal, 
Senior Management or Dean. If a student is unwell at school, she will need 
permission, from the School Nurse, to leave School. 

 

Junior House Leaders 
presented our 

Librarian, Mrs Oliver, 
with floor cushions for 
the new library.  Last 

term the girls organised 
a book sale, with 

money raised from 
discontinued library 

books used to buy the 
cushions.   

L-R: Mr Paul Ferris (CEO 
Integrated Schools),  
Mrs Philippa Guerin 

(Development 
Manager), Mr Gary 

Rooney, Ms Coralanne 
Child (Director of 

Education for 
Canterbury), Ms Lindy 

Graham, (Principal) 

Opening of Gymnasium & Library Complex HOST FAMILIES REQUIRED…   Short Stay International Students 
 

Craighead is fortunate to have two groups of International short-stay 
students coming to experience New Zealand school life during Term Three. 
Seven girls from  Shotoku Gakuen High School in Japan will spend three 
weeks with us at the start of the term, while another group of five students 
from Korea will arrive in the last week of the July holidays and be here until 
early September.   Students are aged 14-15 and their stay will involve both 
group activities and time spent in the classroom. They will be buddied up 
with Year 10 students in their classes. 

 

We are looking for families willing to host these students. There 
is a reimbursement available of approximately $235 per week/
student and it could be a great way for sports or cultural groups to 

raise some funds or for your family to learn about another culture. 

 

If you are interested in hosting students or require further 
information, please contact Julie McLean through the School 
Office, phone 688-6074 or email mcleanju@craighead.school.nz.   
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