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Newsletter Thursday 17 May 2018 

Tena koutou katoa  
 

Opening of our new Gymnasium and Library facilities 
It was a real pleasure to watch the reaction of our students as they had their 
first look around the new premises on Monday morning. The library and 
study spaces are already well utilised and appreciated. As more funds 
become available, we will furnish each space with modern fit-for-purpose 
furniture and equipment. We are very grateful to both the Parents and 
Friends and the Craighead Old Girls for contributing towards the library and 

gymnasium fit-out. The sponsors function held last Friday evening was an opportunity to 
personally thank all those directly involved in this development project—in particular the Rooney 
Family, Thompson Construction and their sub-contractors, and our Development Manager Mrs 
Philippa Guerin.  
 

We warmly invite all members of the Craighead school community (students, staff and parents) 
to our official opening, beginning at 2.30pm on Friday 25 May. Mr Paul Ferris (CEO Integrated 
Schools) will speak briefly, along with Ms Coralanne Child (Director of Education for Canterbury). 
Mr Gary Rooney will officially open the building complex with a ribbon cutting ceremony. An 
afternoon tea will follow with an opportunity to walk around the new facilities and admire the 
Old Girls featured on the Sports Gallery photograph wall. Parents and neighbours will be asked to 
enter the Gymnasium using the new Car Park entrance at the corner of Sealy Street and Wrights 
Ave, while our staff and students will be entering via the library corridor.  Please join us. 
 

This week is National Bully-Free Week. Bullying can take many forms and is sometimes very 
hard to pin down. In Assembly this week, we looked at how to identify the difference between 
being rude, being mean or bullying. The poster “Is it bullying?” is very helpful. Our students are 
becoming adept at recognising bullying and feeling brave enough to stand up to or speak out about bullying, or talking to someone who can assist. 
Together we watched the Ministry of Education’s recently-released video “Oat the Goat”—while aimed at Primary School students, the message about 
being kind comes through very clearly.  
 
 

God Bless—Lindy Graham, Principal 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

MAY 
Mon 21 Cross Country—1.30pm West End Park 
 Marcelle Nader-Turner—Extinguishing Anxiety, 7pm      
       Gold Coin entry 
Fri 25 Gymnasium and Library Opening—2.30pm 
Sun 27 Craighead Open Day—2pm (compulsory attendance) 
 Chapel Service—4.30-5.30pm (compulsory attendance) 

 

Meet Meg Tregenza— 
Te Rawhiti Leader 2018 

 

After a crazy five years at Craighead, it is 
overwhelming to think that it is about to come to 
end.  During my time here, I have grown hugely in 
confidence. With all the amazing opportunities that 
are thrown at us I have developed skills such as 
leadership and independence which will help me greatly as I head into 
the big wide world to start new adventures. Throughout my time at 
Craighead I have been fully immersed in all that is on offer such as Kapa 
Haka and multiple sports teams.  I have also been pushed out of my 
comfort zone to try new things.  Last year, I became a boarder and this 
year I have become a member of the Craighead 1st XV Rugby team, 
neither of which I ever dreamt being when I walked through the gates 
as a Year 9 student.  
 

To be appointed House Leader of Te Rawhiti, alongside Deputy Brenna 
Turnbull, has definitely been a highlight of my Craighead life.  This task 
is certainly one that cannot be taken on alone. Without the immense 
support and enthusiasm of my Deputy and the rest of the Year 13  
Te Rawhiti students, we would not have had the success that we have 
enjoyed so far this year.  We hope to continue our success throughout 
the rest of our inter-house competitions. The amazing friendships I have 
made over my time at Craighead have pushed me to be the best version 
of myself and without them I know that I would not be where I am 
today.  Next year I hope to go to Otago Polytechnic in Dunedin to study 
nursing along with close friends who aim to do the same. I am incredibly 
thankful for what I have gained from Craighead and I encourage you all 
to try everything that comes your way at this school.  

First Official Viewing of Gymnasium 
On Friday evening, the Craighead Board of Proprietors together with Mr 
Gary Rooney and his family hosted the first official viewing of our 
wonderful new Gymnasium and associated facilities.   Invited guests 
included Board members (past and present), donors, and families of old girls  
included in the Sports Hall of Fame having represented New Zealand in their 
various sports.  Also present, and recognized for their massive contribution 

to this building project, 
were representatives of 
Rooney Earthmoving, 
Thompson Construction 
and sub-contractors.    
 

 

 

Chairman of the Board of 
Proprietors, Mrs Phillipa Guerin 

(left) with Ms Lindy Graham 

Guests were entertained by Craighead singers, Casey Brosnahan (left),  
Kate Low (2nd from left) and Kirsten McCulloch (centre), pictured with  
Student BOT Representative Sophie Balchin and Sports Captain Kate Trimble 
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Please forward brief details of student news  
and achievements to Katie.mackenzie@craighead.school.nz 

 

 CRAIGHEAD UNIFORM SHOP—for new uniform only 
Open every Friday, 3.30-4.30pm—  

 

SECOND HAND SHOP     Open days coming up...  
Friday 1 June and 29 June, 3.30pm-4.30pm 
Cash or cheque only at Second Hand Shop   

NEWS FROM THE BOARDING HOUSE  
 

Weekend Outings:  
Friday 18 May: Spoon Competition 
Saturday 19 May: Wallaby Farm Waimate 
Sunday 20 May: Flip out trampling  

Boarding Parents’ Dinner – 15 June 2018    

Please note this date in your diary for the Boarding Parents’ Buffet Dinner  
to be held in the School Dining Room. Details to follow. 

 

If you have any concerns at all you can contact me by email 
thompsonyv@craighead.school.nz or by phone, 03 684 2253. 

Mrs Yvonne Thompson—Director of Boarding 

 

Congratulations  
to Milly Ford who has been selected to play for the 

Canterbury U17 Girls B Basketball Team   

P A I D  U N I O N  M E E T I N G  

We have been directed by the  
NZ Post Primary Teachers’ Association  

that members will be attending a  
Paid Union Meeting on  

Wednesday 6 June 2018, at 1.30pm   

We regret any inconvenience this Paid Union Meeting may cause.  School 
will remain open but classes will not run and parents are asked, where 
possible, that they make arrangements for their daughters to be at home 
during this time.  Supervision by teachers who are not PPTA members will be 
available for daygirls who cannot make alternative arrangements (eg. bus 
students—buses will run at normal times).   

Please contact the School office by Friday 1 June if you require this 
supervision for your daughter.  

Boarding House supervisors will be on duty in the Boarding House for 
Boarder supervision. 

Craighead Parents and Friends  
have issued invitations by email to the 

grandparents of Year 7 and 9 students to attend a 
Grandparents’ Afternoon Tea  

on Friday 8 June, at 2pm in the Dining Room.  
We look forward to your response!  

 

Gymnasium Promotion 
Craighead Parents and Friends  

are looking for volunteers to help  
organise an entertainment evening for the  

community to enjoy the new  
Craighead gymnasium.   

 

We would love to hear from parents who are happy  
give a few hours of their time to support this important 

event to be held on Saturday 8 September, 2018. 
If you are willing to be part of the organising  

sub-committee, please contact Parents’ and Friends’ 
Secretary, Tracy McLeod for details: dtamcleod@outlook.com 

NEWS FROM THE BOARDING HOUSE  
 

Weekend Outings:  
Friday 18 May: Spoon Competition 
Saturday 19 May: Wallaby Farm Waimate 
Sunday 20 May: Flip Out—trampoline park  

Boarding Parents’ Dinner – 15 June 2018    

Please note this date in your diary for the Boarding Parents’ Buffet Dinner  
to be held in the School Dining Room. Details to follow. 

 

If you have any concerns at all you can contact me by email 
thompsonyv@craighead.school.nz or by phone, 03 684 2253. 

Mrs Yvonne Thompson—Director of Boarding 

Netball 
Craighead Junior Netball 
entered four teams in the 
local Rainbow Netball 
Tournament last weekend. 
The Craighead Diamonds 
won all their games and 
shot 89 goals over four 
games to receive the 
Rainbow band.  The girls are 
wearing the new alternative 
netball strip tops which 
were fantastic when we 
played the other Craighead 
team.  Thanks to all our 
coaches and managers who 
gave up their time to be at the tournament.    

Presented  by :  
Marcel le  Nader -Turner 
St H i lda ’s  Co l legia te   

Counsel lor ,  MNZAC 
MCouns (Dis t ,  PGDip  

Educ  (Couns&Guid) ,B.Ed,  DipTch,  Neuropsychotherapy Prac t i t i oner ,  M IACN  

Cost:  Gold coin donation 

South Canterbury  
Sports Awards  

 
 

We extend our best wishes 
to all our students who 

have been nominated in various categories for the South Canterbury Sports 
Awards being held this Friday evening.  To be nominated is a real credit to 
these girls for their dedication, effort and achievement in their chosen sport. 
 

Team of the Year:   South Canterbury Gymsports Aerobic Team— 
Brenna Turnbull, Caitlin Buckley, Teghan Buckley and Lillie Evans 
Young Sportsperson of the Year:  Leah McDonald—In-line Speed Skating   
 Lily Rae—Squash  
 

Two Craighead parents are also nominees:  
Coach of the Year:  Mick Geary—Rugby  
Administrator of the Year:  Vicki Rae—Squash 
 

Also nominated are Craighead ex-students: 
Sportsperson of the Year:  Natalie Rooney and Brittany Pilcher—  
 Clay Target Shooting 
Young Sportsperson of the Year:  Anna Hayward—Athletics  

HOST FAMILIES REQUIRED… 
Short Stay International Students 

 
 
 

Craighead is fortunate to have two groups of International short-stay 
students coming to experience New Zealand school life during Term Three. 
Seven girls from  Shotoku Gakuen High School in Japan will spend three 
weeks with us at the start of the term, while another group of five students 
from Korea will arrive in the last week of the July holidays and be here until 
early September.   Students are aged 14-15 and their stay will involve both 
group activities and time spent in the classroom. They will be buddied up 
with Year 10 students in their classes. 

 

We are looking for families willing to host these students. There is a 
reimbursement available of approximately $235 per week/student and it 
could be a great way for sports or cultural groups to raise some funds or 
for your family to learn about another culture. 

 

If you are interested in hosting students or require further information, 
please contact Julie McLean through the School Office, phone 688-6074 or 
email mcleanju@craighead.school.nz.   
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