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Newsletter Thursday 3 May 2018 

Tena koutou katoa  
 

Term Two begins—Welcome back to the new school term. Thanks to our 
families who have ensured that their daughters’ returned to school refreshed, 
ready to learn, with immaculate uniforms and clean shoes.  Term Two is only 
nine weeks, but it is shaping up to be as busy as Term One. Mrs Susan 
Tregenza joins our teaching staff for the remainder of the school year, taking 
over Ms Emma Hall’s classes until her return from maternity leave.  These 
two staff will be job sharing for two weeks to ensure a smooth transition. The 

Year 13 Student Leaders have chosen ‘appreciation’ as the focus for this term, building upon our 
overarching theme of whanau, following on from ‘etiquette’ being the focus for Term One.  We 
have several major events on the school calendar this term. These are: Craighead Cross Country 
(Monday 21 May, afternoon), CDX Factor (Thursday 31 May, evening) and the House Choir 
Competition (Friday 22 June, afternoon).  
 

Open Day and Chapel Service—We are looking ahead to our Open Day, which will take place on 
Sunday 27 May beginning with a welcome at 2pm in the Auditorium. A Chapel service will follow 
afternoon tea at 4.30pm and should conclude by 5.15pm for those students requiring transport 
home.  Please note that there is a further Sunday Chapel Service in Term Two (Sunday 17 June), 
celebrating our Chapel and its namesake, St Antony of Padua.  

 

Heart Kids South Canterbury—At our final Assembly last term, a cheque was 
presented from proceeds of the Drama Production 1’001 Stories, to 
Craighead Medical Officer Mrs Nicky Merritt, for Heart Kids South 
Canterbury. Mrs Merritt shared her personal journey of establishing Heart 
Kids South Canterbury (along with her husband Bob) in response to a huge 
need to support families in this region with children born with congenital 
heart conditions. This was a very moving presentation about a local 
voluntary charity that we are very happy to continue to support. 

 

Future-focus Fridays begin—Students in Years 7-10 have opted for a range of choices (academic, physical, creative, practical, wellbeing-focused or for 
pleasure) whereby we are developing those soft-skills required for future-readiness; collaboration, creativity, critical thinking, communication, resilience 
and the ability to adapt. Students in the Senior school are looking forward to increased opportunity for independent learning and self-management as they 
prepare themselves, with our guidance, for life beyond Secondary School. The 
first of four Term Two Future-Focused Fridays (Day 10) begins on Friday 11 
May.  

 

Official opening of our new facilities—Our new gymnasium and library 
facilities are nearly ready for use by staff and students! Having received the 
keys over the school holiday break, we began the daunting task of moving in. 
The Craighead Gymnasium and associated facilities will be officially opened at 
a formal function to be held on Friday 25 May, beginning at 2.30pm. Families 
are warmly invited to join us in celebrating the beginning of a new era for 
Craighead. We know you will be impressed. We are especially grateful to the 
Rooney Family, Rooney Earthmoving, and Thompson Construction for their 
professionalism, expertise, attention to detail and patience in seeing this 
project through to fruition. Special mention must go to Mr Les Buckingham and 
Mr Mike McEwing—these two men were determined to complete this project 
on time for us. They have certainly met this challenge!  
 

Craighead Parents’ and Friends’ Committee—The next meeting will be held 
next Monday 7 May, at 7pm in the Auditorium Foyer. Please consider joining 
this group—contact Mrs Marion Rolleston at mjohr@hotmail.co.nz.   
 
 

God Bless—Lindy Graham, Principal 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

MAY 
Wed 2-Fri 4  Year 9 Camp  
Mon 7  Dunedin Tertiary Open Day 
Tue 8  Victoria University Liaison visit, 10am 
Sat 12-Wed 16  Y13 Geography trip to Vanuatu 

 

Gymnasium & Library  
Opening... 

Friday 25 May, 2.30pm 

 

Meet Bryleigh Collins— 
Cultural Leader 2018 

In 2012, I began my schooling journey at 
Craighead. Walking through the doors as a 
nervous Year 7 student, I was eager to meet new 
friends and embark on what were to be the most 
rewarding yet challenging years of my life. 
Coming from a small tight-knit country school just 
south of Timaru, the large family atmosphere at Craighead made me 
feel very welcome. I have made it one of my priorities to make new 
students feel just as welcome and comfortable as I did six years ago. 
Craighead has taught me how to be a respectful and independent young 
woman who is hardworking and considerate to others.  Putting on my 
blazer for my final year, this time with the blue braid, I can say that I am 
proud to be a Craighead student. I have involved myself in many extra-
curricular activities such as Netball, Touch, Basketball, Volleyball, Kapa 
Haka and the School Choir. In my final year, I am still a member of the 
Senior A Basketball and Senior A Touch teams, the Choir and Leader of 
the Kapa Haka group. Following on from previous leaders, I am 
privileged to share my leadership skills with younger students within the 
school. 
 

I feel honoured to have been named the Cultural Leader for 2018, a 
relatively new role which has given me great joy in taking on the 
leadership responsibilities. With the help of my deputy Alia Cooper, we 
hope to enhance the cultural aspects of Craighead and improve the 
students and School community’s awareness of other ethnicities and 
beliefs around the world.  As Head of the Kapa Haka group, I also feel 
driven to help maintain it’s strength  and enable the school community 
to feel comfortable and confident embracing this culture. At the end of 
my final year I hope to walk out the doors being proud of what I’ve 
achieved and proud of my year group for teaching the school the 
significant meaning of ‘whanau’ and the importance of sisterhood 
during our time at Craighead.  

ANZAC Day commemorations at Caroline Bay with 
Grace Hyslop, Georgia Dobbs and  

Meghan Templeton. 
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Please forward brief details of student news  
and achievements to Katie.mackenzie@craighead.school.nz 

Leah McDonald has been selected for the New Zealand team to compete at the Inline Speed 
Skating World Championships in Heerde, the Netherlands, at the beginning of July.  She will 
travel to France on 20 May to train in Rennes for three weeks before heading to the Netherlands 
for the World Championships.   

 

Payge Ovenstone (right) competed at the New Zealand Open Karate International Tournament in 
Christchurch in April, winning a Gold medal in the Kata and Silver in the Kumite Female 14/15 
years development divisions.   

 

Sophie Lightbourne (left) was selected for the South Island U18 Rowing team to compete against the North 
Island team at Lake Karapiro in April.  They raced in Four and Eight boats, winning both races.  

 

Phoebe Trolove is a recipient of an Inspire Foundation Grant, in recognition of her Rowing success, awarded 
to individuals who have demonstrated extraordinary ability or potential in any of the areas of Arts, IT, Design, 
Music, Science, Research, Education, Sport or Community Service. 

 

Congratulations to the following girls who have been selected for the South Canterbury U18 Girls Hockey team:   
Nicole Arundell, Tayla Cvitanich, Sarah Dunbar, Eve Hyslop, Olivia Jackson, Emma Leslie (GK), Tessa Rolleston, Leana Kemp                               

 

Do you have  an obsolete   
Craighead Sports  Uniform?  

 

A collection of obsolete Sports uniforms will 
be taken to Vanuatu next week by our  

Year 13 Geography students.   

 

Please bring those old sports tops, skirts, shorts and track suits to the 
School Office by Monday 7 May.   

 

 CRAIGHEAD UNIFORM SHOP—for new uniform only 
Open every Friday, 3.30-4.30pm—  

We will also open this Friday 4 May at lunchtime (12.20–1.20pm)  
if students have any purchases they wish to make.  

 

SECOND HAND SHOP     Open days coming up...  
Friday 4 May, 1 June and 29 June, 3.30pm-4.30pm 

Cash or cheque only at Second Hand Shop   

NEWS FROM THE BOARDING HOUSE  
 

Weekend Outings:  
Friday 4 May:       Skating at Caroline Bay 
Saturday 5 May:  Farm yard visit, Orari 
       campgrounds  
Sunday 6 May:     C/Bay Pool 
Friday 11 May:     Spoons competition 
Saturday12 May: Wallaby Farm, Waimate (movie if weather not suitable) 
Sunday 13 May:   Jack’s Point Lighthouse walk 

 

Boarding Parents’ Dinner – 15 June 2018    

Please note this date in your diary for the Boarding Parents’ Buffet Dinner  
to be held in the School Dining Room. Details to follow. 

 

If you have any concerns at all you can contact me by email 
thompsonyv@craighead.school.nz or by phone, 03 684 2253. 

Mrs Yvonne Thompson—Director of Boarding 

LANGUAGES...  
The Language Ambassadors group 
would like to thank those who 
contributed to our shared lunch 
held at the end of Term One.  
It was a great success with a 
delicious variety of food such as 
French crêpes, German waffles and 
biscuits, Thai shortbread, Japanese 
sushi as well as a raffle held for a 
wonderful “International” cake.  All 
who attended thoroughly enjoyed 
the food on offer, the buzzing 
atmosphere as well as the chance 
to learn more about the different 
cultures we have here at 
Craighead. We raised over $300, an 
amazing result, which will enable 
us to fund other language-related 
events during the year. A big thank 
you to both students and staff for 
your support.  

Primary Hockey  

Craighead Hockey is very excited to have our first team in the South 
Canterbury Primary grade.  The team were all very nervous and excited to 
get on the turf, but showed energy, enthusiasm and excitement for the 
game ahead.  Coaches Olivia Jackson and Tessa Rolleston both play for the 
Craighead 1st XI, and were kindly assisted by Alexi Errington, an expert 
goalie who shared her skills and knowledge of the position.  We wish this 
team the very best of luck for the season. 

 

Back L-R:  Olivia Jackson (coach) Sophie Mulder, Molly Backhouse,  
  Lily Sutherland, Phoebe Tree-Scully, Tessa Rollestion (coach) 
Front L-R :  Violet Dominikovich, Abby Dominikovich, Kate Ritchie,  
  Kate Harrison, Isabelle Harrison 
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