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Newsletter Thursday 30 November 2017 

Kia ora - naumai haere mai, nga 
mihi nui te whanau o Craighead.  

 

Pastoral Structure 2018 
Having recently announced that 
we are moving to a vertical form 
structure next year, we have 

made the decision to defer this until 2019. There 
are several reasons—a small group of Craighead 
Pastoral staff visited a Dunedin school to learn 
about their pastoral system. St Hilda’s Collegiate 
has spent the past two years setting up their 
vertical forms—this involved considerable research 
around student wellbeing and inclusive practices, 
with it’s strong links to the Special Character 
aspect of the School, including student voice in the 
planning and implementation process.  With the 
support and guidance of some key SHCS staff, we 
will move to implement the whanau structure as a 
staged process throughout 2018.  We are keen for 
our students to be part of the planning phase, 
which may also include the involvement of our 
parent community. Slowing down the 
implementation of vertical forms will also allow 
time for our new Chaplain, Mrs Lucy Flatt, to get 
to know our school community and become 
familiar with how the school operates. We believe 
in doing this properly and are very grateful to the 
staff of SHCS for generously giving us their time 
and sharing their expertise.  
 

Curriculum Changes for 2018 
Thanks to the small group of interested parents 
who attended our Curriculum information session. 
Our proposed curriculum structure is the result of 
almost two years of research into a variety of 

curriculum models from around New Zealand and 
from this we have devised a structure we think will 
work for Craighead, to best meet the current and 
future learning needs of our students.  It takes into 
account: student workload and wellbeing, 
reduction in assessment overload, minimising 
interruptions to learning, development of the 
‘front’ section of the New Zealand Curriculum 
Document 2007, (such as self-management skills 
and key competencies), independent learning, 
encouraging curiosity, promoting social justice and 
volunteer work, and in developing a passion for 
learning something ‘different’!    What won’t 
change?   Our 10-day timetable, one-hour learning 
periods, broad subject choice, high quality pastoral 
care and our focus on academic achievement.  We 
will encourage and support our students to be 
independent and intrinsically motivated learners 
while they strive for personal excellence. A 
summary of what was covered is attached to this 
newsletter.  
 

End of year count down 
Time is certainly going past very quickly and the 
school remains very busy! We ask that parents 
carefully check the newsletter for next week’s 
programme as there is a considerable departure 
from a typical week’s programme in terms of 
times and expectations. Students will have the 
opportunity to wear appropriate mufti on 
Monday, and PE gear/house tops on Tuesday, 
which will allow time for uniforms to be cleaned 
and pressed, ready for our final Assembly and 
Theatre Royal prizegiving.    
We thank you all in advance and look forward to 
you joining us at our Carol Services and annual 

prizegiving, and our Year 13 parents at the final 
Tuesday morning Chapel Service and morning tea, 
and at the much anticipated Leaver’s Ball. 
 
 

God Bless, Lindy Graham, Principal 

  2017 Final Week Programmeof School  

Mon 4      
Dec 

8.50am—3.20pm  All Year 7-8 students required at School  
8.50am—2.00pm All Year 9-10 students required at School 
2.00pm—3.20pm All Year 11-13 students required at School: 
          2.00pm -2.10pm Form meetings 
          2.10pm -3.20pm All seniors must return books  
    and complete sign-offs 
Students involved in the following Music groups must be at school for     
practice times:                         Junior Choir        9.30am-10.30am    
           Choir                   11.00am-12.00pm   
           Chorale                 1.00pm-2.00pm   
5.45pm  Year 11-13 line up for Christmas Dinner—Dining room 
6.00pm  Senior Students and Staff Christmas Dinner 

Tues 5  
Dec 

9.00am   Final Year 13 Chapel Service followed by tour of the  
  new Gymnasium and morning tea – Year 13 parents  
  are  warmly invited to attend 
10.00am  Year 7-12 Form Meeting 
10.00am   House activities & Music practices TBA 
12.40pm  Kapa Haka practice 
1.15pm  General Knowledge Cup and Music practices TBA 

Wed 6  
Dec 

8.45am   Choirs and soloists to practice at St Mary’s Church 
8.50am    Form Meetings 
9.00am   Carol Service practice for school in Auditorium                                                
11.00am    Final Assembly 
1.30pm    Junior Carol Service at St Mary’s, Church Street 
7.00pm    Senior Carol Service at St Mary’s, Church Street 

Thurs 7  
Dec 

10.00am    Form Check at Theatre Royal  
10.30am    Prize Giving (whole school) followed immediately by 

  Year 13 Ball presentation practice at Caroline Bay Hall 
 6.15pm    Leavers’ Ball, Caroline Bay Hall 

Friday 8      
Dec 

Teacher Only Day, Final course consultation for 2018   

END-OF-YEAR RETURNS...   
Please check at home for items belonging to School and 
return them as soon as possible.  This may include text books, 
library books, videos, sports uniform etc. 
 

TEXTBOOK AND EQUIPMENT RETURN:  All Year 11-13 
students are expected to return Textbooks, Library books and 
Equipment next Monday 4 December from 2.10-3.20pm.   

The value of non-returned items will be charged to 
accounts after Friday 15 December, in order to pay for 
replacements. This charge is non-refundable. 

Action from Year 10 
Camp this week at 

Hanmer Springs 

Year 12 Students and Parents—PLEASE 

NOTE: 
                      2018 Year 13 BLAZER BRAID 
Blazers must have badges removed, dry-cleaned and brought 
to School office by Friday 15 December. Dry-cleaning named 
tags are to remain on Blazers for identification. We will then 
send those Blazers to the seamstress to add the braid.  
The cost of $65.00 is to be paid by cash or cheque at the time 
of collection from the School Office between 22-26 January. 
 

For any Year 12 Blazers not received at the office by Friday 15 
December Parents will have to contact our seamstress, Donna 
Adams, directly to arrange the addition of the braid. Donna’s 
contact details are on the Uniform page of our school website.  

Term Dates 2018 

Term One   29 January—13 April 
Term Two   30 April—29 June 
Term Three   23 July—28 September 
Term Four   15 October—14 December 

mailto:admin@craighead.school.nz


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please forward brief details of student news  
and achievements to Katie.mackenzie@craighead.school.nz 

Junior Speech Cup 
Last Friday, the Junior Speech Cup was 
held in the Auditorium during, with 
seventeen contestants from Years 9 and 
10. We listened to a range of speeches on 
topics ranging from poverty to conspiracy 
theories. The standard was outstanding 

and the girls should be very proud of their efforts. Third equal went to 
Pieta Prouting who spoke about “Designer Babies” and Heidi Vogel who 
spoke about “Looking at the Universe”. With only half a point between the 
top two contestants, Angel Ellerbroek came second with a powerful speech 
about “Being yourself” and Alice Ritchie was the winner with a passionate 
and engaging speech about “Elon Musk”.  A big thank you to our judges Mr 
Batchelor, Mrs Towle and Mrs McRobie. 

APPLICATIONS FOR DERIVED GRADES 
for externally assessed NCEA Achievement Standards in 2017. 

 

If your daughter was unable to sit an examination, or if her performance 
was significantly impaired during an examination, she may submit an 
application for derived grades. These grades are based on existing evidence 
that the School holds. The process is clearly explained on the NZQA website 
and application forms may be downloaded from there.   

 

Applications must be received by the Principal’s Nominee, Ms Lara Hearn,  
no later than 5pm on Monday 4 December.  

Change of Address?  
NCEA students who have a permanent change 

of address after 1 December 2017, need to contact NZQA on 0800 697 
296, before 31 December, in order to update their details to ensure their 
booklets get sent to the correct address.   

Please also notify the School office of your address change. 

CRAIGHEAD HOCKEY  
Hockey Coaching and Management Positions—2018 & 2019 Seasons 

 

Craighead Hockey is seeking interest from suitably experienced people to 
coach and manage our 1st, 2nd and 3rd Xl teams.  The 1st XI play on 
Saturdays in the Hockey South Canterbury Women's Division One 
competition. The 2nd and 3rd XI play on Sundays in the 
Women's Division Two and Three competitions. 
 

For further details please contact:  
Diane Surridge, surridgedi@craighead.school.nz or  
Lynne Porter, theporters@farmside.co.nz.  

CRAIGHEAD SPORTS ADVISORY COUNCIL 

We invite expressions of interest from members of our School community 
for two Parent/Community Representative positions on our Sports 
Advisory Council.   This group oversees the structure for the delivery of 
sport in the school.  The broad aims of the Sports Council will be to 
maintain or increase our high level of participation in sport, focus on quality 
delivery of sport and enhance student sporting performances. 
 

The Sports Council includes staff members, a Board of Trustees 
representative, students and community representatives.  It  meets twice a 
term at 4pm.  If you would like to be considered for this role, please 
contact Diane Surridge at the Sports Office:  
surridgedi@craighead.school.nz    
 

Please indicate why you would like to be involved and what skills you could 
contribute to the Sports Council.  Suitable individuals should show an 
interest in the development of Craighead Diocesan School sport as a whole.  

NEWS FROM THE BOARDING HOUSE 
 

Weekend Outings: 
Saturday 2 December:  Timaru Christmas 
 Parade and Night 
 Market on Caroline Bay 
Sunday 3 December:   Christmas shopping 
 

Last Day of Term—Thursday 7 December: 
If you wish to collect your daughter’s belongings at the end of term, the 
Boarding House will be open before and during Prize Giving.  Please note 
that the Boarding House will close at 5.00pm on Thursday 7 December. 

 

On behalf of the Boarding Staff, we wish you all a safe and Happy Holiday. 
 

Mrs Yvonne Thompson—Director of Boarding 
thompsonyv@craighead.school.nz, 03 684 2253 

 

 CRAIGHEAD UNIFORM SHOP—This is for new uniform only. 

Open days coming up... Friday 1 December 3.30-4.30pm  
Friday 12 January 1.00-3.00pm, Wednesday 17 January 11.00am–1.00pm  

Friday 26 January 1.00-3.00pm   
Open by appointment for new students only—phone Angela Fairbrother 

027 223 2503, uniform@craighead.school.nz 
 

SECOND HAND SHOP—Open days coming up...  

Friday 1 December, 3.30-4.30pm   
Friday 26 January 1.00pm-3.00pm, Friday 2 February 3.30pm-4.30pm 

Cash or cheque only at Second Hand Shop   

 

Craighead 
Kindergarten 

children dance 
with the 9GK cast 

of a Christmas 
Cinderella 

Pantomime 

 

The Ashburton Club Regatta held at Lake Hood last weekend provided 
the first full programme of 2km racing for Craighead rowers this season. 
Saturday saw some fast times with calm conditions, and while Sunday’s 
head wind made it heavier going particularly for smaller boats. Our girls 
handled the conditions well, and managed some creditable results. 
 

First placings:   Womens’ Open Pair (Phoebe Trolove, Zoë Leen), Novice 
50% Coxed Eight (Phoebe Trolove, Zoë Leen, Zoliekah Judd, Brianna 
Harrison, Beth Clarke, Danielle Jarvie, Rosa Izard, Ava Young + coxswain 
Ella Hart), Under 16 Double Scull  (Emma Jarvie, Isabelle Bartlett)  
Second placings went to crews in the U15 2x, N50% 4+, U15 4x, Club 2x, 
U18 2– and Club 4+. 
 

As well as the usual age group, club and open events, the inclusion of the 
mixed novice/senior 50% events provided an opportunity to mix novices 
with more experienced rowers over a 2km course. The novice rowers did 
phenomenally well to hang on for the full race, keeping up with what was 
at times challenging pressure and pace set by the older girls! 
 

Saltwater Creek is unfortunately too low for rowing, so the squad are 
currently land training during the week, biking, erging and running, with 
training camps or regattas at weekends. Our next competition is the Otago 
Championship Regatta on 9-10 December at Twizel. Anyone interested in 
coming to Lake Ruataniwha over the weekend will be most welcome to 
join us at the Craighead Rowing supporters’ tent on the waterfront for 
what is always a most enjoyable and exciting weekend of racing. 

Rowing—Lake Hood, Ashburton 

Novice 50% Coxed Eight 
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