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Meet Emma McRobie— 
Cultural Leader 2017 

 

When I first started Craighead as a Year 9 
student in 2013, the Cultural Leader’s role did 
not exist. The recognition of the importance of 
Te Reo in our school life has been a vital part of 
Craighead’s growth in acknowledging our 
bicultural nation. Cultural opportunities at 
School help our students to be set up for future 
career paths. It is vital that we embrace Te Reo as it is such a unique 
part of New Zealand’s culture. 
 

Whilst attending Craighead, I have had many opportunities come my 
way. I have been involved in Football, Badminton, Rowing, Touch, 
Sailing and Basketball. I am involved in the Chapel, Performing Arts, 
Health and Ball Committees, Global Citizens and the Kapa Haka group.  I 
am currently  working towards my Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary 
Award. This year I also went on the Spirit of Adventure’s leadership 
development course, which involved 10 days on a sailing ship with 
students I had never met before. My voyage taught me to make the 
most of whatever is offered and I encourage every student to make the 
most of the vast number of opportunities available at Craighead. 
 

I have been a member of the Craighead Kapa Haka group since 2013—
in its formative years it was a very small and intimate group. The group 
has now grown to a strong body of 60-70 committed students and has 
become a recognised group within the wider Craighead community. We 
are grateful for the leadership of Mr Karl Te Raki and Mrs Ottley who 
maintain the group’s enthusiasm. I feel honoured to have been 
appointed as Craighead’s Cultural Leader for 2017 and to be able work 
alongside Sam von Melville, Deputy Cultural Leader. 
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MAY 
Fri 19 Attitude presentations, Y7-13 
 Y7&9 Grandparents Afternoon Tea, 2.45pm 
Mon 22 Careers Expo, SBS Events Centre 
Tue 23 Otago University Liaison visit 
Thu 25 School Cross Country 
Sun 28 Craighead Open Day 2.00-4.00pm, followed by  
 Chapel Service at 4.45pm, Compulsory attendance 

 

For further dates, please refer to the School website calendar. 

Dates for your Diary 

Nga mihi nui te whanau 
o Craighead.  

 

Tena koutou katoa.  

 

We urgently need your 
help!! 
 

Craighead Parents and Friends provide a vital 
link between families and the school. They focus 
on facilitating community-building events and 
providing opportunities for parents to get to 
know other parents through various social and 
fundraising activities.  Active membership, 
however, has been dwindling over the past few 
years.  We are looking for enthusiastic and 

willing individuals to put up their hands and 
get involved. Being a member of Parents and 
Friends is not an onerous task. 
 

How important is Parents and Friends to the 
school?   Each year they contribute significant 
funds to the school, donating approximately 
$40,00.00 in 2015/2016 towards Karen Boyes’ 
Study Skills Seminar, the Front Office renovation, 
replacement of the concrete outside the Dining 
Room, the purchase of outdoor umbrellas, picnic 
tables and tear-drop flags, along with 
contributions towards further remodelling. This 
year, a new gazebo has been purchased and we 
are now the proud owners of two CDS-crested 
carpet mats. Further projects in the pipeline for 
2017 revolve around purchasing new equipment 
for our gymnasium and library complex.  

All fundraising and donations go directly to the 
school with the main focus being on supporting 
projects where every student will benefit.  
 

Many of our current members have given 
several years of service to the school. It is time to 
encourage new members to take this group 
forward. You would be well supported. If you are 
interested in becoming involved, the next 
meeting is on Friday 23 June at 1.30pm. We 
hope to see you there! Please contact any of the 
following for a chat or if you have any questions: 
Marion Rolleston (Vice-Chair) 027 612 6688, 
Tracy McLeod (Secretary) 027 609 0656, or 
Carolyn Lyttle (Treasurer) 021 377 389. 
 

God Bless, Lindy Graham 

PRINCIPAL’S  
MESSAGE 

SOUTH CANTERBURY SPORTS 
AWARDS 2017 

 

We extend our very best wishes to the 
following people who have received 

nominations for the South Canterbury Sports Awards this Friday 19 May: 
 

Young Sportsperson of the Year:  Leah McDonald, Y12 (Speed Skating) 
 

Sportsperson of the Year: CDS Old Girls Natalie Rooney and Brittany 
Pilcher (Clay Target Shooting) and Emma Dyke (Rowing) 
 

Team of the Year:  Eloise Gawler, Sarah Templeton (Y13), Phoebe Trolove 
(Y11) and Emma Trolove (Y13, 2016) for Timaru Rowing Club (Women’s 
Coxless Four) 
 

Administrator of the Year:  CDS Finance administrator Leonté Chambers 
(Football) and CDS parent Sarah Harvey (Netball) 

VALUING AND RESPECTING OUR STUDENT COACHES… 

 

With so many of our girls playing a range of sports, it can be a 
challenge to provide enough adult Coaches and Managers for all teams 
at every level. Our aim is support all students, regardless of whether 
they wish to play competitively or to develop their own skills, whilst at 
the same time enjoying playing alongside their friends. Many 
Craighead students opt to coach the younger players. This involves 
putting in considerable time and effort into planning their practices and 
determining game strategies. Coaching and umpiring is a wonderful 
way to give back to your chosen sport or school community. We are 
very grateful to our Student Coaches—it is not easy to coach or umpire 
in this competitive environment. To all our Student Coaches, thank 
you! Here is an example from an appreciative 
parent:  
 

“As a parent of a Year 7 Basketball team member, 
I would like to commend the great job Alexandra 
Innes (top) and Prudence Scott did with the Year 7 
girls. They ended up in the A grade and had some 
very tough games against Year 8 teams. The 
highlight though, was to see all the girls smiling 
and happy at the end of each game. Sometimes it 
is not all about the outcome and winning—it is 
more about the experience and attitude. Well 
done Alex and Prue.  As a parent, I am proud of 
your attitude and I know the girls enjoyed their 
experience. Coaching any sport is challenging and 
a big commitment. We need to look after any 
coaches especially our students and ensure they 
feel valued.  Thank you, Caro Rhodes.” 
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UNIFORM SHOP—Open every Friday in Term Two—3.30-4.30pm  
EFTPOS is available at the Uniform shop    

 

SECOND HAND SHOP Open tomorrow—Friday 2 June , 3.30-4.30pm  

Cash or cheque only at Second Hand Shop 

WINTER UNIFORM 
 

Students have the option of wearing summer or winter uniform  
at the beginning of Term Two. Winter uniform will be compulsory after 
Queen’s Birthday Weekend. Please check that hem lengths are between 

30-33cm off the floor, with shoes on.  

 

YEAR 9 SOCIAL STUDIES TRIP 
 

Year 9 Social Studies classes recently 
visited the Te Ana Māori Rock Art Centre 
and the rock drawings and carvings in 
Totara Valley.  I found the Rock Art 
Centre really interesting because it 
showed a variety of historic visual 
displays.  We learned intriguing facts 
about the Taniwha, the legend of Aoraki 
Mt Cook and how big a Haast Eagle was.  
Did you know there were eight species of 
Moa?  The Totara Valley rock art was 
fascinating and included drawings of a six 
metre Taniwha.  We also saw limestone that had been carved into eels, 
lizards and fish.   We were very lucky to have great hosts who explained 
everything so well.  Thank  you to Mrs McRobie and Ms Hearn who did a 
fabulous job of organizing this interesting and educational trip. 

      Charlotte Mulder—Year 9 

HOMESTAYS NEEDED...  CAN YOU HELP??? 
 

The Craighead International Department is looking for willing offers 
of homestay for visiting students in Term Three. We have a group 
twenty-eight students coming to Timaru from Shotoku  Gauken School 
in Japan and, of these, ten girls are joining us at Craighead. We need to 
provide ten homestays (one student per home) and there are two girls 
with pet allergies (I need one more pet free homestay urgently!) The 
students are aged 14-15 years old and will join in some Year 9/10 
classes and participate in ESOL communication classes. If you are able 
to offer to host a student from Wednesday 26 July to Tuesday 15 
August (departure day) I would  be delighted to hear from you. 
 

Overlapping with the above group is a smaller party from Weihei, China 
(Timaru’s sister city). Craighead is hosting five girls for the duration of 
their visit from 30 July to 19 August. The students in this group are 
studying ESOL at ARA and having an in-school experience at several 
schools in the region. They have out-of-town activities planned for the 
weekends, so require school-week accommodation. Students may be a 
little younger in this group (13-16 years). 

 

It is possible for you to host one student from each group, but not two 
from the same group. I have a number of homestays confirmed, but 
still need four additional Japanese student host families and one 
additional Chinese student host family.  Thank you to the families who 
have already offered to host students. A homestay fee is paid to 
families who host the students and homestay support and advice is 
given to help you have the best possible experience in hosting 
students. Please contact Mrs Julie McLean, International Department, 
027 2232 772 or mcleanju@craighead.school.nz. 

NEWS FROM THE BOARDING HOUSE 
 

Weekend Outings 
Friday 19 May: Roller blading—Caroline Bay 
Saturday 20 May: Farm visit and mini golf 
Sunday 21 May: C/Bay swimming pool 
 

Queen’s Birthday Weekend  
The Boarding House will be closed over the weekend of 3—5 June. It will 
close on Saturday 3 June at midday and reopen on Monday 5 June at 
3.00pm.          Mrs Yvonne Thompson—Director of Boarding 

CYCLING FUNDRAISER 
 

The Craighead Cycling Squad is selling Fairlie 
Bakehouse Pies to fundraise to get the team to the 

South Island Secondary Schools Cycling Championships in Christchurch 
in July. We are selling Creamy Chicken, Creamy Vegetable, Mince, Mince 

and Cheese, Pork Belly, Steak and Bacon and Salmon Pies for $5.50 
each. If you would like to place an order please get in touch with Ms 

Hearn at hearnla@craighead.school.nz. 

CRAIGHEAD TRACK SUITS 

Please note that the Second Hand Uniform shop has a large number of 

tracksuits available in very good condition. 

HOCKEY 
 

Congratulations to the following girls who have been 
selected for the South Canterbury U18 Girls Hockey 
team to play in Carterton in the July school holidays: 
 

Sarah Dunbar, Brittany Honeywell, Kate Jackson, 
Roseanna Porter, Tori Stonehouse, Isabel Whitticase 
 
FUNDRAISER—Food Wrap, Roll-Foil and Baking Paper 
 

Please support our Craighead 1st XI Hockey team, raising funds for the 
NZ Secondary Schools’ tournament.  
Contact Jane Dunbar, f.j.dunbar@xtra.co.nz 

Otago Tertiary Open Day 
Last week, most Year 13 students took the 
opportunity to attend  Otago Tertiary 

Open Day in Dunedin, attending lectures at the University and  Polytech,  
visiting Halls of Residence, and generally gaining a sense of what life is 
like on campus. The girls made constructive use of the day, and were a 
credit to the school.  

Working with Futureintech, (an  
organisation which promotes jobs in 
the skills shortage domain),  a group 
of Year 13 students were able to link 

up via Skype with two female mechanical engineers, both of whom work 
in Health-related fields; electric wheelchair systems development and 
surgical equipment manufacture. This session also had relevance to 
Design students and was  an opportunity to expand the scope of the girls’ 
experience without leaving Timaru!  http://www.futureintech.org.nz/ 
 

Coming up... 
Careers Expo –  Southern Trust Events Centre, Morgans Road   
 Monday 22 May,  Public session: 5–7pm 
UC Info Evening –  Thursday 8 June, 6pm, Roncalli College 
 

Vicky Campbell—Careers Advisor 

In the holidays, Bridget Gudsell (Y13), Kate 
Kelly and Holly Lyttle (Y12) attended the 
annual SADD Conference, held at St 
Bede's College in Christchurch. The theme 
was "Lets Get Digital" and was focused on 

SADD's new website. We were split into teams with students from all 
over the South Island and our challenge was to create a "How To" video 
based on a topic within the website. Our video could be no more than 
two minutes long and we had six hours to put it together. These videos 
will be put up on the SADD website to help others to implement SADD 
within their communities.   
 

We also listened to guest speakers from the AA Driving School, Caltex 
and New Zealand Transport Agency who talked about how to help 
prevent accidents and also gave us some insightful information on 
creating our video. We had a "Who do you want to be when you grow 
up?" themed disco on the final night to socialise with the other students 
and wrapped  up the conference the next morning! We had an amazing 
time learning lots of new skills with new friends! 
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