
 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

Nga mihi nui te whanau o Craighead. Tena koutou katoa. 
 

Former Craighead Head Girl Lizzie McKenzie, organised the 
Leavers of 2005 to have their 10-year reunion at Craighead 
last weekend. The group met over lunch in our dining room 
on the Saturday, had a tour of the school and laughed over 
memorabilia provided by our Archivist, shared an evening 

meal in Timaru and finished with Sunday brunch at the Stables. It was lovely to 
hear some of the stories about 
their time at Craighead and to 
hear of their journey since 
leaving school. Most have 
gained Tertiary qualifications, 
have completed their “OE” and 
are now settled into great jobs 
or have started their own 
families. They are a lively, 
engaging group of young 
women who clearly 
appreciated their time at 
Craighead. We were delighted that they made the effort to visit us, some 
coming from overseas, and we hope to keep in touch with them in the future.  
 

One of the privileges of being a School Principal is being able to take the 
opportunity to visit other Secondary Schools in New Zealand. With student and 
staff wellbeing a high priority, Mrs Towle (Senior Dean) and I visited Kings 
College in Auckland to learn more about their Positive Education programme. 
Complementing the existing Health Curriculum, this programme promotes 
positive relationships, positive attitudes, resilient behaviour and how to 
recognise strengths in yourself and others. We are considering implementing 
aspects of this programme as part of our Pastoral Care focus in 2016. Day two 
was spent at Waikato Diocesan, an Anglican Special Character girls school,  
offering both Day and Boarding facilities. I spent a most informative time  
talking and sharing ideas with their Principal and Senior Management, sports 
personnel and boarding staff.  
 

The down side of being off-site for two days meant that I missed the 
opportunity to view the wonderful Year 11 Art Portfolios, to listen to the 
outstanding Year 13 Music Performance recitals, and the first round of Inter-
House limited preparation debates. Our Seniors are completing all their NCEA 

requirements whilst continuing their 
commitment to social justice. Year 13 
Leaders were brave enough to 
‘auction’ themselves for a day, with 
humorous results, to raise money in 
support of refugees. Life continues to 
be very busy at Craighead! 
 

God Bless,  
Lindy Graham 

THURSDAY 22 OCTOBER 2015 

Please forward brief details of student news and achievements to Katie.Mackenzie@craighead.school.nz. 

School    
                Phone:  03 688 6074    

Email:   admin@craighead.school.nz  
Website:  www.craighead.school.nz 

 

Boarding House  
 Phone:  03 684 2251       

Email:  boarding.manager@craighead.school.nz   

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
OCTOBER 
Fri 23 Parents & Friends Meeting, 1.30pm—Auditorium foyer 
Mon 26 Labour Day—School closed, Boarding House open 
Tue 27 Junior Music Cup & Open Dance, 7.00pm—Auditorium 
Thur 29 Craighead Whanau Day, 11.30pm—Te Aitarakihi Marae 
 Senior Music Cup, 7.30pm (TBC)—Auditorium 
Fri 30 Aoraki SS Sports Awards, Southern Trust Events Centre 
Fri 30-Sat 31 Ashburton Show 
NOVEMBER 
Tue 3 Year 11-13 Last School day 
Wed 4 Year 11-13 Study Leave begins 
Wed 4-Tue 10 Year 10 Examinations 
Sat 7 Inauguration Day, 10.00am-1.00pm 

 

Please refer to School website for further Term Four dates 

 
 
 
 

 

ENVIRONMENT CANTERBURY WRYBILL TROPHY    
 

Congratulations to Nicole Arundell (Year 8) who was awarded the 
Environment Canterbury Wrybill Trophy for the second time, at the 
Canterbury-Westland/South Canterbury competition held in 
Christchurch last Thursday.  As the winner of the Junior ECAN award 
at the regional Sanford Science and Technology Fair, Nicole earned a 
place to present her project on reducing roadside litter around Fairlie, 
to the ECAN Commissioner and Councillors at the annual competition 
for the Wrybill Trophy.  
 

Nicole (pictured left with Science Teacher, Mrs Julie McLean) was 
competing against the Junior and Senior ECAN award winners from 
the Canterbury-Westland Science Fair and following her success in 
2014, was again judged the overall winner with the most 
comprehensive investigation into an environmental issue. The judges 
were most impressed with Nicole's dedication to the project, 
spending over 30 hours collecting roadside rubbish, analysing it and 
then taking positive action in mounting a campaign to raise public 
awareness of the problem and seek a solution.  She has worked 
extremely hard to see this investigation through and the high level of 
skill she exhibited has seen her successful once again in this Year 7-13 
competition.  

Meet Emma McTavish—Gap Student 

 

I am Canadian, from Winnipeg, Manitoba, which 
is situated at the longitudinal centre of Canada. I 
graduated from St. John’s Ravenscourt School, a 
private co-educational school in my city, in June 
this year. At school I was Head Girl, involved in 
community service, Multi-Cultural Club, peer-to-
peer tutoring, sports, and Student Council. Throughout school I played 
Soccer and Ultimate Frisbee, as well as three years of Basketball.  

 

I decided to take a gap year after graduating, to travel, meet new 
people, and experience life changing things. I chose New Zealand 
because of its famed natural beauty and friendly locals – both of which 
have proved themselves true.  Even though I came to Craighead in mid
-July this year, I am only here until summer break due to a second 
placement in Fiji starting in February where I will volunteer as an 
English teacher. Next year, in September, I am going to start university 
in Canada where I will be working towards Bachelor degrees in 
Environmental Engineering and Business.  

 

The three months I have had here have been absolutely fantastic and I 
am very thankful to all the staff and students here who have 
welcomed me into the Craighead community. This has, and I’m sure 
will continue to be, one of the most incredible experiences of my life.  

Pictured above is the winner 
of the Inter-House Debate:  
Te Hau-a-uru (team members 
holding cup). Best Speaker 
awarded jointly: Kate Jackson 
and Sam von Melville 
(centre).  
Judge: Mr John Taylor (left) 
Debate organiser: Mr Dave 
Batchelor (right)  
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CRAIGHEAD PARENTS’ AND FRIENDS’ ASSOCIATION  

 Tomorrow, Friday 23 October, 1.30pm—Auditorium Foyer 
 

This will be our last meeting for the year. Join us for a cup of tea or coffee 
and the chance to catch up and discuss moving forward for 2016.  All 
ideas and suggestions welcome.  We hope to see you there. 
 

Apologies to Lynne Porter - 021 207 4650 
Teresa Templeton, Chairperson - 021 863 665 

UNIFORM SHOP ONLY—Next opening date…  
Friday 30 October—3.30-4.30pm    

 

SECOND HAND SHOP & UNIFORM SHOP—Next opening date… 
Friday 6 November—3.30-4.00pm 

COMMITTEE, CULTURAL AND SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHS  
 

These photographs were taken last term and are now on display in the 
Dining Room window on the verandah by the Careers office. If you or your 
daughter wish to purchase any photos, envelopes are available to make 
an order, on the top table in the Dining Room.  Orders are to be brought 
to the school office, with payment, by next Friday, 30 October. 

INLINE SKATING 

 

Yesterday, Leah McDonald competed at the Aoraki 
Secondary Schools’ Junior Inline Skating competition 
with the following results: 

 

Year 9 and 10 Girls’ 300m Time Trial, 2nd  
500m Time Trial, 2nd  
1000m, 3rd  
3000m Points Race, 3rd   
1000m Obstacle Course, 3rd 

 

CROQUET 
 

Shannon Hodgett and Amy Xie 
competed in the Aoraki Croquet 
Championships on Sunday, playing 
in a very sporting manner and with 
great skill considering they had only 
been playing for two weeks. They 
started the day with a great win, 
with Shannon doing an amazing 
jump shot to finish the game, 
coming fourth in the B Grade. 

 

TENNIS 

 

The Aoraki Junior Tennis competition 
was held yesterday, with great results.  
The Craighead A team finished second 
and Craighead B team came third. 

 

A team:  Kate Harvey, Tayla Cvitanich, 
Faith McManus, Sophie Lightbourne 
 

B team: Georgia Dobbs, Grace Hyslop, 
Anna Brosnahan, Kate Trimble 

MUSIC 

 

On Tuesday evening, the Year 13 Music 
students, Ruby Fraser, Sophie Howe, 
Jung Yun Lee and Mia Melhopt 
presented their final recitals for Level 3 
Music Performance for NCEA.  Invited 
guests were treated to a wonderful 
variety of music.  These talented girls 
were accomplished, confident, assured 
and every bit “the performer” as they 
delivered two full programmes of music.  
Well done girls, congratulations and 
thank you for a memorable evening.  
 

Vicki McLeod—Head of Music 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM 
 

The school year is rapidly coming to an end and 
the Second Hand Uniform Shop has been very 
busy with parents of girls starting at Craighead in 
2016 looking for uniform items.   If you have any 
School uniform that is no longer of use, please 
consider selling it through our shop run by 
the Craighead Old Girls’ Association.  We sell on your behalf and take 
25% commission, with money going to support students and the School.  
 

I have a supply of old-style blazers which I am giving away should you 
desperately need one for the remainder of this term.  At the moment I 
don’t have any stock of the new style blazer, so would welcome them. I 
also don’t have any red house tops, but plenty of the others. There is a 
continual demand for kilts and  summer skirts.  
 

Please deliver all uniform you wish to sell to the School office.  You will 
be asked to attach a label with your name and address.  Please check 
the condition and make sure it is clean with name tags removed.   

 

Thank you for your continued support—the shop provides an essential 
service and is well used by many at School. I would welcome an Old Girl 
who would like to help in the Shop.  My daughters have left School and I 
am looking for someone who would like to take over the role.  Please feel 
free to contact me—Vicky Steven,  03 686 1752 or avsteven@xtra.co.nz.  

JUDO 

 

Harriet Grace competed in Tauranga 
last weekend at the National Judo 
Championships.  She had stiff 
competition all day, achieving Silver 
in the U60kg Senior Girls' category 
and Silver in a very tough Open 
Senior Girls' category.   

REMINDER…. WHANAU DAY 

 

On Thursday 29 October, a 
Craighead Whanau Day will take place at Te Aitarakihi Multi Cultural 
Centre.  This is a day for the girls involved in kapa haka to attend, along 
with their whanau.  Anybody else who would like to be a part of this day is 
warmly invited. If you are interested, please contact Mrs Sonia Ottley— 
ottleyso@craighead.school.nz.  

STUDENT EXCHANGE between TIMARU and ENIWA, JAPAN 

 

Sister Cities Timaru invites applications from Secondary School students 
who wish to represent the Timaru District on an escorted Educational 
and Cultural Exchange to Eniwa, Hokkaido, Japan.  The exchange visit is 
planned for late June 2016 and will be for three weeks, with three 
students to be chosen.  For further information please contact:  
Barrie Suter, 688 5501, bazsuter@xtra.co.nz  
Eric Lindblom, 615 8680, lindblom@xtra.co.nz  
Nachiko Schollum, 684 7997, nachiko@xtra.co.nz    
 

Applications close on Friday 27 November, 2015.  

CRAIGHEAD COOKBOOK     
“Peckish—for fledgling cooks and those who 

need inspiration.” 

 A stunning  addition to any kitchen   

 Beautifully illustrated with subtle  
  references to the history of Craighead 

 Packed full of favourite recipes 

 All proceeds go directly to Craighead 
  Development 
 

Available for $35 from the  
School Finance Office— 

A great Christmas gift idea! 
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