
 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 

Nga mihi nui te whanau o Craighead. Tena koutou katoa. 
 

Many thanks to the whole Craighead community for 
supporting our mufti day to raise funds to assist the Kafle 
sisters, following the Waimate fire disaster. We were aiming 
for $600, but the total is more than $840. What impressive 

generosity shown by our community given the relatively small size of our school! 
 

It was a pleasure to witness six former Craighead students receive their Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh Hillary Awards at Government House last weekend. To quote 
Lieutenant General The Right Honourable Sir Jerry Mateparae, Governor General 
of New Zealand, “The award recognises the efforts you have made over a lengthy 
period. In addition to learning valuable life skills, it is also about recognising the 
importance and benefits that flow from service to the community”.  
 

At the Big Sing National Final held in Wellington, our Chorale held their own 
amongst the 24 semi-professional choirs, taking out a Silver Award.  We are very 
proud of their efforts and success, given the short time frame for preparation for 
this vibrant event.  Huge thanks go to Mrs McLeod, Mrs MacFarlane, parents and 
supporters.  This is a superb achievement. 
 

The Craighead Sports Advisory Council are keen to develop the umpiring and 
refereeing skills of our students, so that sport in the South Canterbury region is 
well served in the future.  Temuka born Professional Rugby Referee, Colin 
Hawke, will be our guest speaker in next week’s Assembly, starting at 11.50am in 
the Auditorium. With Senior students on exam leave, there will be plenty of 
space in the Auditorium for any parents who wish to join us to hear Mr Hawke 
speak about his experiences and the opportunities that being involved as a 
sports volunteer brings.  
 

Best wishes to all teams playing their final winter sports games this week, and to 
our teams travelling to Tournaments in 
Week Seven–Basketball, Netball, Football 
and Hockey. Finally, best wishes also to our 
Seniors for their important NCEA practice 
examinations which start today.  
 

God Bless, Lindy Graham 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
AUGUST 
Thur 20-Fri 28 Senior Examinations 
Thur 27 Y10 Soak and Skate trip to Tekapo Springs 
Mon 31 Y7&8 Ski Trip, Roundhill Ski Area  
Mon 31-Fri 4 Winter Tournament Week 
 

SEPTEMBER 
Fri 4 Y9 Ski Trip 

Meet Demi Aitken—Netball Captain 

 

From my first year at Craighead in 2011, as a shy, 
young Year 9, I can’t believe how quickly my time has 
gone, and now I am in my final year.  During my time at 
Craighead I have participated in many activities, but it 
was the sporting aspect of Craighead in which I quickly 
became involved. Trying out a range of new sports, I participated in 
Touch, Volleyball, Table Tennis, Athletics, Basketball and, most 
importantly, Netball.   

 

I have been involved with Netball my whole time at Craighead playing 
in the 9A and 10A teams, then in Year 11 making it into the Senior A 
team, in which I am now in my third year.  With 2015 being my final 
year, it was an honour to be named as Captain of Netball and to be 
able to lead an amazing bunch of girls. This has been a great 
experience for me and allowed me to step up to the role and lead the 
girls by example. Although we didn’t have the best start to the season, 
we have now hit our straps as we have secured ourselves a spot in the 
top four of the Timaru Premier Grade, for which we have worked very 
hard. We have two weeks to go until the South Island Secondary 
Schools’ tournament, which we know will be tough but will be the 
moment of truth to see how far we are prepared to push ourselves 
within the team. Our team would not be where we are today without 
our amazing coach, Barry Tucker. 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
HILLARY AWARDS 

 

Congratulations to 
2014 Year 13 students 
who were presented 
with their Gold 
Awards by the 
Governor General, Sir 
Jerry Mateparae, at 
Government House 
on Saturday. 

 

L-R:  Genevieve Barker, Georgina Fleming, Lucy Hepburn, Alice 
Austin, Molly McLeod and Georgina Scott 

Congratulations to the members of the 
Craighead Chorale, whose hard work and efforts 
were rewarded with a Silver Award at the 
National Big Sing Finale in Wellington last week. 
Awards were presented at a Gala concert on 

Saturday evening, the culmination of a three day event of wonderful choral 
singing from the 24 choirs, selected from more than 250 choirs competing at 
regional level from secondary schools throughout New Zealand.   The girls sang 
beautifully and were warmly received by their audiences.  They all thoroughly 
enjoyed being part of the very happy, supportive and totally positive 
atmosphere that is The Big Sing Finale.          Mrs Vicki McLeod—Head of Music 

2016 Academic Subject Choices  

 

It is now time to consider 2016 Option Choices  
for students who will be in Years 10-13 next year.   

(The Year 9 information will be available later.) 

 

Go to http://www.craighead.school.nz/ and look for 
the button 2016 Subject Choices to access the 

subject handbook. For you and your daughter to make her selection, 
please access the Google form at options.craighead.nz  , or use the QR 
code. Students need to be logged into their School Google Mail 
account to access the form.  The due date for submission of 2016 
Option selections is Thursday 17 September.  An information evening 
will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 7 September, in the Auditorium, 
for parents and students going in to Y11-13. 

Year 13 History students discovered that 
they had won $5000 for Craighead, by 

“liking” Univeral Trade’s Fruto! 
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IMPORTANT REMINDER…  NZQA FEES 

 

Please note that NZQA fee payments are due to the School by Tuesday 1 
September.  If paying by internet banking, please use the reference 
NZQA and your daughter’s name. The school will then make a payment 
on your behalf to NZQA. If you have any enquiries, please email Amanda 
Winter (Principal’s Nominee): winteram@craighead.school.nz. 

SHOOTING 
 

The Craighead Trap Shooting team attended the Aoraki Secondary School 
Championships held on Sunday 9 August at the Timaru Clay Target Club.  
Craighead shooters were again to the fore with the team producing some 
outstanding results: 

Single Rise—HOA Lauryn Howard, 1st Eva Harris, 3rd Kaitlin Watson 
Points Score—HOA Ruby Brown, 2nd Maggie Winter, 3rd= Lauryn Howard 
and Kaitlin Watson 
Single Barrel—HOA Lauryn Howard, 1st Kaitlin Watson, 2nd Ruby Brown, 
3rd Maggie Winter 
High Gun—Ruby Brown 

 

In the teams event, the Craighead team of Lauryn, Eva, Maggie, Ruby and 
Kaitlin pushed Waitaki Boys’ High School hard for the team title, finishing 
a creditable second. 

 
The Year 8 French class 
enjoyed a French-themed 
picnic in class to practise their 
new vocabulary.  
 
 

The Health Committee are running a 50 
minute presentation on Monday 7 September 
at 6.30pm—(this will run before the 2016 
Subject Information Evening at 7.30pm.) At 
Craighead, we believe that being educated 
about staying safe is the most effective tool in 
staying cyber safe! This evening will focus on 
educating you, so that you can support your 

daughters in knowing how to protect their identity and privacy in an 
international social media world. The presentation will cover the 
‘friending’ of other users, dealing with unwanted attention and pressure 
from peers as well as knowing what to do when things go wrong. 

 
GEOGRAPHY 

 

Senior geographers, Elizabeth 
Hampton, Michelle Dewe and 
Emily O’Reilly enjoying the 
new map in the Geography 
Department! 

 

ECONOMICS  
 

Last Tuesday, two teams from 
Craighead’s Accounting and 
Economics classes competed in the 
South Canterbury Year 12 
Commerce Quiz, at Roncalli College.  
Questions were wide ranging and 
challenged the students in areas 
such as general knowledge on recent 

economic events and well known business personalities. There were also 
some more light hearted rounds on the links between movies, songs and 
commerce!  Both teams enjoyed the evening and competed with 
enthusiasm.  Team members were Rose McLeod, Melissa Rae, Zara 
McLellan and Katelyn Rogers, and Karina Robins, Sara Kingsbury, Rosa 
Mehrtens and Hannah MacDonald.  

BIOLOGY 

 

Last Wednesday, Craighead had two 
teams competing in the Aoraki Year 
12 Biology Quiz which was 
supported by the Lincoln University 
Outreach team. The girls enjoyed 
their evening competing against 
other South Canterbury teams.  
Although they did not receive a top 
placing, the “Craighead 
Catalysts” (right)were very narrowly 
beaten, receiving a fourth place.  Team members were as follows: 
Craighead Catalysts—Sophie Westgarth, Bailey Dawbin, Emily Ireland, 
Emilie Agnew  
Calvin's Angels—Ella Cameron, Emily Blacklow, Hannah Hogg, Natalie 
Curtis  BOARDING HOUSE NEWS 

Weekend Outings—Saturday 22 August, 10.30am—trip to Geraldine 
 

Theme Dinner—Our next theme dinner will be on Wednesday 26 August. 
This will be hosted by Year 10 and the theme is “Why was this even in my 
wardrobe?”. Please encourage your daughters and wards to dress up for 
these fun events. 
 

Yvonne Thompson—Boarding Manager 

DEBATING  

 

Three Year 11 students attended 
the Canterbury Junior Debating 
Tournament in Christchurch last 
weekend. Without having 
previously faced a debate, let alone 
a tournament, they still managed to win in their debate against Saint 
Bede’s College. This is an impressive feat.  Team members were Sam von 
Melville, Stephanie Dunnell and Kate Jackson. 

BOXES FOR VANUATU 

 

The parcels which the 
boarding community 
sent to Vanuatu have 
been gratefully received. 
We are very proud of the 
great effort made by 
everyone in the Boarding 
community to brighten 

these beautiful children’s days. The Boarders have also had a coin 
collection amounting to $578.80, which will be sent to Vanuatu.  

DAFFODIL DAY  

 

Senior students Henrietta 
Harper, Antonia Post and 
Amy Rayner attended a 
fundraising breakfast at the 
Village Café yesterday, to 
celebrate 25 years of the 
Cancer Society’s Daffodil 
Day. 

SCHOOL COLOURS 
 

This week, nominations have opened for School Colours, Outstanding 
Contribution and Certificates of Outstanding Achievement.  Coaches and 
managers have been asked for their nominations.  Nominations by 
parents and students will also be considered.   

 

Please use the link to the Colours Policy on the School website, for 
nomination forms and further information.  Nomination forms must be 
returned to the School office by Monday 31 August. 
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