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If you have any news of Craighead Old Girls that
you would like included in our annual newsletter or
have changed your address then please email us at
admin@craighead.school.nz or write to Craighead
Old Girls’ Association, Craighead Diocesan School,
Wrights Avenue, TIMARU 7910.
New members - Craighead is entering an exciting
period of change and development and the COGs
welcome any new members to join the committee.

All COGS invited to Founders Day

COGs AGM Sunday 24th May
Chapel Service at 10am followed by morning tea then
AGM at 11.30am
Meet the Principal Lindy Graham and join in on a
School Tour of the new rebuild.

President’s Report
Opening of New Boarding House: It has
been a very eventful year for the COGs. A
very special thank you to past President
Phillipa Guerin, who as the Chairperson of
the Board of Proprietors, has been
instrumental in fundraising and driving
forward the project to build the new Boarding
House, which has been delivered on time and
was opened in August 2014. It is a great
credit to her and all those behind the project.
We now look forward to the next phase of
development which is the building of a new
Gymnasium and the restoration of Shand
House.

OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE NEW BOARDING WING
L-R: Anglican Bishop of Christchurch - Victoria Matthews, Board of Proprietors Chairperson—Phillipa Guerin (nee Hogg #2101) and the relatives of one of the
rst borders at Craighead ( Moana Rhodes – (Mrs J Innes) #13 1911) Alexandra and Susannah Innes (Twin Daughters of Caroline Ford), Sophie Lightbourne
(Daughter of Caroline Rhodes #2147) and Principal—Lindy Graham.

COGs Fundraising: We were very fortunate
to receive a substantial bequest of $20,000
from past Principal Helen Arthur (nee
Judge) to the cogs.
This has been followed by pledges of
donations from the COGs Association to the
school of $50,000 over the next three years.
This has been made possible by the
fundraising efforts of Vicki Steven and her
team in running the Second hand clothing
stall and Caroline Goslin the Treasurer in
managing the funds for the COGs.

COGs 90th Anniversary: At the COGs AGM in
2014 the COGs celebrated 90 years since the
COGs inauguration.in 1924. To celebrate the
event past President Phillipa Guerin (nee
Hogg #2101) made a cake, which was cut
by the Patron of the COGs Patsy Mckenzie
(nee Raymond # 529). Old Girls might like to
remember this event by purchasing a CDS
School Ring from The Ringmakers in Timaru
(03 688 1362) available in silver, gold and
rose gold.

Appeal to Old Girls for Donations: We are
looking to all Old Girls to make donations to
the school for the building of a new
Gymnasium and especially for the
restoration and strengthening of Shand
House. A part of the development projects
will be dedicated to the COGs with a
commemorative plaque in appreciation of
our contribution. (Please note your name as
a student at Craighead and Third Form year
when making a donation which as a
charitable donation will be eligible for a 33%
tax rebate)

Bequest $20,000 - Helen Arthur (nee Judge)

COGs 90th Anniversary Cake - at the COGS AGM,
cutting of the cake is Patron of the COGs Patsy
Mckenzie (nee Raymond #529) with past
President Anne Johnstone (nee Scott #1545) and
Secretary Pip Mckenzie (nee Harrison #1914)

Cover Page Artist - Virginia Burdon
I was a boarder at Craighead for nine years
from 1953 to 1962 (# 963) before leaving to
do a History degree at Canterbury. However I
had always loved art so in 2009 after I'd
nished working for the United Kingdom
government information service I grabbed
the chance to go to art school, and a couple
of years ago graduated from the City and
Guilds of London art college.
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I now have a studio in Brixton Village Market
not far from where I live, and particularly
enjoy doing portraits. The picture on the
cover is of my four year old granddaughter
Emily, who lives in Brussels. It's small - just 8
x 6 inches, and was done using ordinary
coloured pencils.
More work can be seen on my website,
www.virginiaburdon.co.uk

Leavers 2009....
Lucy Anderson: Bachelor of Occupational
Therapy from University of Otago. Currently
working as an OT at Christchurch Public
Hospital. Played rugby for Otago for 4 years and
is now playing for Canterbury. She is training
with the Black Ferns training squad, the national
women's rugby team.
Sarah Bailey: Diploma in Early Childhood at
Rangi Ruru. Doing her 2 year registration with a
permanent position at Hinds Preschool and
living in mid Canterbury.
Alice Barker: Bachelor of Consumer Applied
Food Science and Marketing (Honours) from
University of Otago. Currently working for the
Australian Wine Research Institute in Adelaide.
Kate Boys: Bachelor of Science and
Neuroscience at University of Otago. Currently
in Christchurch doing a Bachelor of Nursing.
Tessa Boys: Completing a Bachelor of Vetinary
Science at Massey University in Palmerston
Nth. Will be taking up a permanent position at a
Vet Clinic in Oamaru.
Andree Callaghan: Bachelor of Forrestry
Science(Hons) at University of Canterbury.
Rosemary Colson: Finishing a double degree at
Victoria University, being a Bachelor of Law and
Arts in Political Science and International
Relations. Recently back from a year in
Germany studying Law.

Lincoln University. Living in Cromwell and has
worked at Central Otago Wineries.
Abi Goodhew: Bachelor of Commerce with
Honours Marketing Management and minor in
Management at Otago University
Bailey Grant: Diploma in make-up artistry at
the Kristen Stewart School of Makeup and
currently doing a Diploma in Childcare at the
NZCECE in Christchurch.
Jaime Gregory: Trained as a police officer.
Living in Auckland and working as a constable
for the NZ Police Force.
Melissa Howey: Final year of Master of
Architecture in Wellington.
Tara Jackson: Bachelor of Zoology from
Massey. Currently in Auckland doing an
internship for Greenpeace. Prior to that in
Wellington doing an internship for the Green
Party, as well as working for Greenpeace, in
conservation and animal rights.
Vanessa Johnson: Bachelor of Arts in
Archeology from University of Otago. Went on
an exchange to Glasgow University for a year.
Also did a post graduate diploma in second
language teaching, which she passed with
distinction. Currently in Nelson working for
Carter Holt Harvey. Also working as a volunteer
at Nelson Provincial Museum.
Danielle Jones: At University of Otago
completing a Masters in Zoology doing a thesis
on honey bees and the varoa mite.

Emma Coutts: Bachelor of Agricultural Science
(Hons 1st degree) from Lincoln University.
Worked six months with Lone Star Farms as
their pasture technician for Lucerne, based in
Kurow. She then spent 5 weeks overseas in
America and Canada and is currently working
on a local Deer stud in Claremont.

Danielle Kenton: Working in childcare in
Timaru. Trained as a Nanny at Rangi Ruru.

Genevieve Daly: Degree in Psychology and
English from University of Canterbury

Olivia King: Doing a degree in ICT in
Christchurch at CPIT.

Working in QT and going overseas at the end of
Summer.

Hannah Little: Bachelor of Commerce at
University of Otago majoring in Tourism with a
minor in management. Currently working at the
Timaru Visitor Centre.

Hayley Derwin: Bachelor of Primary Teaching
and a post graduate diploma in teaching at
University of Otago. Currently enjoying her first
year of teaching, years 2 & 3, at her old primary
school at Glenavy.
Natalie Donovan: Bachelor of Sports Coaching
from University of Canterbury. Currently in
second year of internship at Arise Church and
working part time as a Gymnastics coach at
Christchurch School of Gymnastics and
training as a junior international trampolinist.
Alexandra Fleming: Bachelor of Science in
Anatomy from University of Otago. Last year
worked part time in Dunedin at the Event Centre
and studying part time doing Physics and
Psycholgy papers before commencing her first
year of study through University of Otago but on
campus in Wellington for a Bachelor of
Radiation Therapy.
Eve Flynn: Doing a Bachelor of Laws and Art in
English Literature at Victoria University in
Wellington.
Annie Gilchrist: Bachelor of Viticulture at

Ruby Kelly-Smith: Completing a Bachelor of
Nursing in Invercargill.

Meredith Lodge: BSC(Hons) at University of
Canterbury. Just moved to Basel in Switzerland
doing PHD in Neuro Science studying
Parkinson's Disease.
Sallie Mackay: Bachelor of Sports Massage
Therapy from University of Otago and Aorangi
Polytechnic in Dunedin. Has been travelling
around Europe.
Lucy Mangin -has a achieved a Bachelor of
Design Innovation (Industrial Design) 2012 and
is presently completing her Masters in Design
Innnovation. To be completed in Feb 2015 at
Victoria University.
Kelly McEwing: Completed a correspondence
course to Level 4 in EC teacher training at Open
Polytechnic. Currently in Melbourne. Was
working in early childhood and is now nannying
while also doing agency work in ECE's.
Emily McFarlane: Bachelor of Commerce in
Economics and International Business at
University of Otago. Went to the US and taught

water skiing at a Summer Camp in Maine.
Travelled around the US and Europe. Returned
in Nov 2013 and started working for Lion( Beer,
Wine, Spirits Company) in Wanaka as a
merchandiser. Currently a sales executive for
Lion in Auckland.
Tayla Morse: Went on a Gap year to England
working at public girls school Sherbourne
School for Girls in Dorset and did a lot of
travelling in Europe. Currently living in Sydney
and working in a pharmacy.
Abigail Newman: Working in Christchurch
hospital as a theatre nurse
Emily Oldfield: Living in Auckland. Has a
Batchelor of dance degree and is a RAD ballet
trained teacher. She teaches in several dance
schools including the Corelli performing arts
school. Emily spent time in 2013 in Melbourne
completing a commercial dance course.
Alexandra Rooney: Completing her Batchelor
of Nursing at CPIT in 2014.
Lauren Rooney: Worked at a summer camp in
Canada her first year out of school.
Now in Christchurch in her second year of
studying for a degree in Early Childhood. Lauren
continues to swim for fitness along with
running half marathons.
Lucille Rouillard: She was a French AFS
student and has been travelling around Europe
studying in relation to food science technology.
Her host mother and sister Wendy and Kate
Morgan travelled to Paris and spent 4 days there
with Lucille.
Sydney Shivers: (via facebook)Lives in Virginia
and studies at University of Virginia.
Tess Sullivan: Is the granddaughter of Nancy
Gilbert the secretary at Craighead in the 70's.
Tess is now studying at the Hagley Ballet and
Drama School in Christchurch and working
part-time to support her study. Tess has also
spent time in the outback of Australia
mustering.
Robyn Thomas: (via facebook) Lives in London
Francesca Thompson: (via facebook) Lives in
Canberra and studied at the Australian Defence
Force Academy.
Kayla Toa: (via facebook) Lives in Wanaka and
works at Cadrona Alpine resort
Jessica Williams: Just finished a 4 year Ag
Science degree at Lincoln and now working for
Ravensdown in Gore.
Hannah Young: Completed a B.A in Geography
and English at Canterbury and is doing her
Teaching diploma in 2014
Holly Zandbergen: Completed a degree in
Visual Art in Dunedin. Spent six months at the
freezing works saving money to travel. After
travelling in Europe Holly is now living in London
working as an au-pair in Wimbledon. She has
hired a studio and is very excited about painting
again.
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Desiree Reid – Cardrona Whisky

Left: Desiree Reid (35), owner of Zescent Ltd, on
the Cardrona Valley site where she hopes to
build a whisky distillery.
Above: Draft architectural concept plans for the
Cardrona distillery.

'Exciting' plans for Cardrona whisky
distillery (JOHN EDENS 04/07/2014)

that led to her decision to follow her passion
for whisky.

A new whisky distillery near Queenstown has
been given the go-ahead in the Cardrona
Valley.

The complex would consist of a 264sq m
distillery with two oors of fermenters and
stills, a grain silo and water cooling tower, a
200sq m bond store for the nished product,
and a 252sq m museum, shop and tasting
room.

Desiree Reid former Craighead student (no
2577 attended Craighead 1994-96) sold her
South Canterbury dairy farm and moved to
Wanaka last year with the intention of
creating a business from scratch. Ms Reid
says she started milking cows when she was
12. She gained a rst-class degree in
business from Massey University and
became a Nufeld Scholar in 2010. She had
been the youngest elected owner
representative on the Fonterra Shareholders'
Council, representing South Canterbury and
North Otago from 2006 to 2012. Ms Reid
said six months travelling on the Nufeld
scholarship opened her eyes to the
possibilities available in New Zealand, and

Commissioners have approved a plan to
build a whisky distillery, perfumery and
museum in Cardrona valley. The plans are by
Zescent Group, run by Desiree Reid. Reid
said the resource consent approval was
exciting and that the next step was applying
for building consent and if approved hopes to
start building by September and open next
year.
Once the distillery is operational, the rst
batch of 10-year single malt is expected by
the mid-2020s. Other spirits, vodka and fruit

liqueur, will be available. She plans to
produce traditional Speyside-style single
malt whisky, using malted barley sourced
from Canterbury, bourbon casks from the
United States and sherry casks, which she
has not yet sourced.
Speyside-style whisky, originally from the
north-east of Scotland, is distinct from the
peated style of malts and characterised by
light, clean and sweet avours. Reid travelled
to Scotland three times for research and
spent time at distilling courses and marketing
seminars. Stills will be obtained from fourthgeneration Scottish coppersmiths Forsyths
of Rothes, which makes plant for Macallan,
Balvenie, Glenlivet and Glenddich.
A museum will be run by the community
under the Cardrona Heritage Trust. The
proposed site is opposite the skield
entrance.

Genevieve Steven – Eco-friendly farming
Genevieve spreads eco-friendly farm
message CHARLIE MITCHELL (Central
South Island Farmer 9/07/2014)

celebrates ecologically friendly agricultural
practices. Of the 10 nominees Steven is the
youngest by more than a decade.

Genevieve Steven will be the youngest
person competing for the top honour at the
national Green Agriculture Innovation
Awards.

She's leveraging her early experience to liaise
with high school students on the topic of
biological farming, and will provide support
to those who are keen to follow in her
footsteps. That's not a new experience either.
In 2011 she attended a Get Ahead Careers
Experience Day, which motivated her to start
up the Craighead TeenAg Club, encouraging
more girls to get involved in agriculture.

The 20-year-old Lincoln university student,
also a former Craighead Diocesan School
pupil in Timaru, won the Viafos Youth Award
category at the awards, which is given for
outstanding commitment by a young person
to spreading the word about biological
farming.
HOME ON THE RANGE: Genevieve Steven at
work on her parents' South Canterbury farm.
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As a result, she is now one of 10 candidates
in the running for the supreme award, which

Steven is in her second year at Lincoln on a
DairyNZ scholarship, studying biochemistry,
animal sciences, plant sciences, soil science
and management papers.

Jill Trevelyn – Book of the Year Award
Jill Trevelyan's story of Peter McLeavey
wins Book of the Year Award - 27 Aug 2014
(Timaru Herald)
Former Craighead student Jill Trevelyan(
student no 1938 attended Craighead 19771981) has beaten The Luminaries and taken
out the award for the prestigious 2014 NZ
Post Book of the Year with her story of
Wellington art dealer Peter McLeavey and his
gallery in a glittering ceremony in Wellington.
Peter McLeavey: The life and times of a New
Zealand art dealer is also the winner in the
Awards' General Non-ction category.
Written by Wellington author, Jill Trevelyan
and published by Te Papa Press, the winning
title is praised by the judges as a wonderful
book that explores its topic on a number of
levels.

of it, from its writing and formidable
research, to its illustrations and production
through to its 'spirit', is in perfect harmony.
Not only does this book tell the story of Peter
McLeavey's life, his love of art, his deep
friendships with the artists he represented
and the development of the Peter McLeavey
Gallery, but it also explores the emerging arts
scene in Wellington and across the country.

artist, Dick Frizzell; award-winning Radio
New Zealand presenter, Kim Hill; poet and
novelist, Elizabeth Smither; and literary critic,
Peter Simpson.

Jill Trevelyan has created an important book
and a wonderful resource, drawing deeply
but judiciously from an extensive archive —
a magnicent treasure trove of letters, notes,
catalogues and photographs saved by the
man himself,” says Miriama Kamo, the
Awards' Convenor of Judges.

Jill grew up in Timaru and worked at the
Aigantihe Art Gallery as an exhibitions
director from 1985 to 1987. While there she
rst started writing articles for the Timaru
Herald about the picture of the week. She
then moved to the national museum in
Wellington. She now lives in Wellington and
manages the art collection at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade.

“Peter's fascinating character leaps from the
pages of Jill's book. We are able to celebrate
a brilliant and complex individual who was,
as the artist John Reynolds said, 'a bridge for
me and McCahon and Walters and other
artists, and all the wonderful context of Cuba
Street.' Similarly, Jill Trevelyan's work is a
bridge to a man who had a profound impact
on the New Zealand art scene. This is not just
a compelling read, it is a supreme
achievement that delivers on every front.”

“A stunning book, brilliant in every respect.
Peter McLeavey: The life and times of a New
Zealand art dealer is symphonic; every part

The New Zealand Post Book Awards 2014
Judging Panel is convened by broadcaster
Miriama Kamo; acclaimed New Zealand

Formidable Researcher:
Jill Trevelyan

Kaylee Bell – sings with Keith Urban
NARRABRI, NSW, AUSTRALIA: - 2013
Toyota Star Maker winner former Craighead
student Kaylee Bell was last Friday night the
guest of Keith Urban on his Australian Light
The Fuse tour 2014 in Narrabri.
The 25-year-old who in May was awarded
the New Zealand Country Album of the Year
in the 2014 Vodafone NZ Music Awards with
her Toyota Star Maker album Heart First said
that, like many others, she has wanted to
meet the superstar since she first heard his
breakthrough album Golden Road and when
she won Star Maker she thought she might
be one step closer.
“When I went to Nashville last year as a part
of my Star Maker prize I thought maybe it'll
happen there”, said Kaylee.

were there with Keith having also been born
in New Zealand and having also won the Star
Maker competition back in 1990.

Kaylee was invited to a “meet and greet” with
Keith in Narrabri and couldn’t wait to meet the
man who was an inspiration to her and the
reason she relocated to Australia to enter
Star Maker.

A week or so later she received an email
inviting her to sing the Keith and Miranda
Lambert hit duet We Were Us at the concert.

Kaylee remained hopeful as the synergies

“In January 2015, it will be 25 years since
Keith won this competition and his success

and that of our other winners gives us the
incentive to continue investing in new talent
in the Australian country music industry.”
Cheryl said.
Kaylee said of her experience that she would
never forget the four minutes on stage at an
After Party following the superstar's concert.
with Keith Urban face to face in duet – “I'm
truly grateful.”
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Daughters, Grand-daughters & Great grand-daughters of old girls 2014

Back Row: Emily McKenzie (daughter of Melinda Hardi #1998) , Emma Dobbs (Granddaughter of Julienne Verity #1274), Isobella Guerin
(Daughter of Phillipa Guerin #2101), Amalia Rowley (Granddaughter of Jessica Roberts # 1256, Daughter of Sara Elworthy ), Brooke Elstob
(Daughter of Nicola Mead #2209), Grace Hyslop (Daughter of Nicola Orbell #2187)
MIDDLE ROW: Georgie Dickson(Daughter of Brigit Mead #2141), Roseanna Porter (Granddaughter o Suzanne Ball #1093), Prudence Scott
(Great Granddaughter of Katherine Westenra #190), Georgia Dobbs (Granddaughter of Julienne Verity), Charlotte Lewis (Daughter of Rachel
Hornsey #2102), Sophie Lightbourne (Daughter of Caroline Rhodes #2147), Rosa Westgarth (Grand Daughter of Catherine McLeod #857),
Alexandra Innes (Twin Daughter of Caroline Ford)
FRONT ROW: Tessa Rolleston (Great Granddaughter of Airini Rhodes #56), Felicity Hampton(Daughter of Emma Norman #1925), Julia
Rolleston(Great Granddaughter of Airini Rhodes #56), Bryony Steven ( Granddaughter of Nan Sams # 477, Daughter of Victoria Hasselman
#1829), Genevieve Barker ( Great-Granddaughter of Margaret Robinson # 57, Granddaughter of Gillian Ulrich #444), Belinda Hampton
(Daughter of Emma Norman #1925), Paris Batchelor(Daughter of Janelle Batchelor), Susannah Innes (Twin Daughter of Caroline Ford)

Engagements, marriages, births etc
Births
Amelia Dale (nee Shearer) – a daughter
Deborah Absolon (nee Veitch) – a daughter
Marriages
Hannah Preen to Tyson Walker
Alice Westgarth to Luke Brice
Anna Rogers to Jonathan Goslin

Deaths
Catriona Baker (nee Burnett)
Nanette Hasselman (nee Sams)
Jennifer Murray
Jennifer Henshaw (nee Menzies)
Suzanne Hill (nee Verity)
Kate MacDonald (nee Macfarlane)

#425
#477
#647
#704
#908
#2140

1935
1938-41
1945-51
1947-53
1952-55
1984-88

COGs Branches
Christchurch Branch

Nelson Branch

Combined Schools Golf is going to be held at Coringa again with
Rangi, St Margarets and Columba and St Hildas on Friday 24th April
2015. 9 holes 10.00am and 18 holes 9.00am Coffee first with
shotgun start half hour later respectively.

We have a list of about 20 Craighead Old Girls in the Nelson/Tasman
area.

Ruth Cooper
Bcooper@ihug.co.nz
Ph 03 351 4478

In December we held a Christmas Drinks gathering at the Nelson
Women's Club at 5pm.
It was a most enjoyable evening.
Barbie Middleton of Christchurch joined us and brought up a supply of
the Craighead Recipe Books, "Peckish". Many were purchased as
Christmas presents.

Wanaka Branch

Best wishes from Nelson,

40 COGs living in he area who meet for lunch once a year.
Wanaka Show 13-14th March 2015 Craighead School tent.

Rosemary Bygate

Contact Gail Cooke
wanakahomestay@xtra.co.nz
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H: 03 5485536. Mob: 0272265599

Craighead's $ 8 million development programme – Update
While the Christchurch ear thquake
devastated that city, it also wreaked a fair bit
of damage in Timaru – not least to the city's
heritage buildings.

deal of preparatory work was required and
I'm pleased to report that most of that work is
either done, or in the process of being
completed.

In the immediate aftermath, many formerly
solid structures were deemed unsafe.
Craighead's older boarding hostel, and
historic Shand House, were two such
buildings.

Now we begin in earnest!

In response the Board of Proprietors made
some tough decisions including the
demolition of the older boarding wing and the
closure of Shand House. Construction
started almost immediately on a new senior
boarding wing and it was officially opened by
Bishop Victoria last year.
But the cost of the new hostel, the
strengthening and refurbishment of Shand,
and the construction of a new gymnasium
and recreation centre will exceed $8 million.
The Board contracted a fundraising agency
to scope and advise on the necessary
development campaign and I was appointed
last year to co-ordinate the campaign. A great

The development campaign requires major
benefactors with generous spirits and deep
pockets. But it also requires the wider
Craighead community – and all of Timaru
and South Canterbury to play a part.
To that end, three major development events
are planned for this year – so please diary. In
Term 2, outstanding wine critic and
columnist Joelle Thomson will be leading the
Great Craighead Wine Tasting & Auction.
That will be held on Friday evening, 19 June
2015.
In Term 3, a Black Tie Casino Evening will be
the featured fund-raising event – Friday 11
September 2015 is the date confirmed.
And the Craighead Golf Day will round off the
year's fundraising activities starting at 4pm
on Friday 16 October 2015 for the twilight 9-

hole event and culminating in a social hour.
This will be fun for everyone – especially
those golfing duffers like myself.
Running alongside these events will be an
extension of the school's alumni programme
with functions designed for specific class
years and Old Girls networks. More details on
this later.
In the meantime, please take the chance to
contribute to the Craighead Diocesan
Facebook site, and don't hesitate to contact
me if you can assist :

Michael Laws
Development Manager
Ph: 03 688 6074
Mob:027 453 5575
Email: lawsmi@craighead.school.nz

Craighead Diocesan School – New Site Plan
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Stage 1 – $3m New Boarding House – completed

Stage 2 – $3m Proposed Gymnasium

north and west facade perspective

south facade perspective

gym interior perspective

gallery interior perspective
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