
Craighead Old Girls’Association Inc

Newsletter
April 2014

Committee 2014
Patron Patsy Mckenzie President Juliet Shallard
Secretary Pip Harrison Treasurer Caroline Goslin

Committee
Amelia Dale, Rebecca Dobbs, Ann Johnston, Phillipa 
Guerin, Sara Rowley Vicky Steven, Liz Munro.

www.facebook.com/craigheaddiocesanschool

If you have any news of Craighead Old Girls that 
you would like included in our annual newsletter or 
have changed your address then please email us at 
admin@craighead.school.nz or write to Craighead 
Old Girls’ Association, Craighead Diocesan School, 
Wrights Avenue, TIMARU 7910.

New members - Craighead is entering an exciting 
period of change and development and the COGs 
welcome any new members to join the committee.

All COGS invited to Founders Day

COGs AGM Sunday 25th May

Chapel Service at 10am followed by morning tea then 
AGM at 11.30am COGs 90th Birthday

Meet the new Principal Lindy Graham and join in on a 
School Tour of the new rebuild.   

York Street Gallery of fine art was pleased to announce the solo exhibition of Sarah Rutherford in March 2013

In this Issue:
Ÿ Leavers 2008 - 5 years on

Ÿ 62 class reunion
Ÿ Anne Brebner Saluted
Ÿ Good Sort - Be Burdon
Ÿ Dr Jill Poulston
Ÿ Racing Pioneer - Karyn Fenton-Ellis
Ÿ Country Singer - Kaylee Bell
Ÿ Hall of Fame - Rowena Morten
Ÿ Anti-nuclear Awareness - Emily Watson
Ÿ Lindy Graham
Ÿ Michael Laws
Ÿ New Boarding House - Stage 1
Ÿ Current Site Plan



2 | Craighead Old Girls’ Association Inc

President’s Report

As the new President of the Craighead Old 
Girls I would like to sincerely thank Phillipa 
Guerin for her tireless and dedicated term as 
President, especially over the period of the 
School Centenary. She was also our COGs 
representative on the Board of Proprietors 
and has since become the Chairman of the 
BOP. The school is going through an 
important period of development with the 
building of the new boarding house and the 
associated fundraising that is required. She 
felt she needed to stand down as President of 
the COGs to concentrate on these BOP issues 
and we will continue to support her in that 
role.

We have a strong committee and we are very 
grateful to Vicky Stevens and her team for her 
work on the second-hand uniform sales and 
Caroline Goslin as treasurer.  We would 
welcome any new members as it is an 
oppor tunity to be par t of the new 
developments at the school whilst helping to 
ensure the character is retained as we have 
two COGs representatives on the Board of 
Proprietors. 

Hope you will enjoy the latest news from Old 
Girls especially those who left school 5 years 
ago. It is always interesting to see what girls 
have achieved with studies, careers and 
travel, and we hope it is an inspiration for 
students still at school. Certainly the careers 
that girls are following these days are far 
more varied than 20 or 30 years ago. There 
are jobs today that were not even created then 
and women are more and more entering jobs 
that were once dominated by males. 

Also in this year's issue we have some very 
worthy old girls from across the decades. We 
have casting agent/director/playwright Ann 
Brebner (#291) receiving tributes from film 
director George Lucas for her 90th birthday, 
'good sort' Be Burdon (#838); Dr Jill 
Poulston (#1506); classmate Karyn Fenton-
Ellis (#1820), who spoke so movingly at the 
2011 School Centenary, awarded the NZ 
O r d e r  o f  Me r i t ;  Row e n a  Mo r t e n  
Commonwealth Games athlete; country 
singer Kaylee Bell and Emily Watson raising 
anti-nuclear awareness. I first met Emily in 
2011 when she was the school Sacristan and 
was very helpful in ensuring that the Old Girls 

Chapel service ran smoothly.   

Many old girls are travelling overseas and 
enjoying careers and travel all over the world 
as well as here in NZ. I enjoyed catching up 
with other old girls during my time in London 
and these days with Facebook and email we 
are even more able to keep in touch. So 
hopefully, the current students will continue 
to work hard and look to the future when they 
leave and not forget the friends that they made 
at school.

The COGs was founded 90 years ago in 
1924. We will be having a celebration at the 
Founders Day on Sunday 25th May 2014 
with a Chapel Service at 10am, followed by 
morning tea, then the COGs AGM at 
11.30am in the Auditorium. All COGs are 
invited and will have the opportunity to 
meet the new Principal Lindy Graham and 
join in on a school tour of the new rebuild. 
All COGs are welcome.

Juliet Shallard
03 614 7699
j.shallard@scorch.co.nz

Cover Page Artist - Sarah Rutherford 

A passion for color and architecture is the 
basis for my paintings, most of my work is 
just what comes to me as I paint and the ideas 
seem to ow. I am fascinated by the little old 
houses that cling to the hillsides in Cornwall, 
so a little bit of that goes in too. As well as 
some of the early New Zealand houses and 

my representation of this is what is here 
today. My father was an architect, I was 
always interested in what was going on in his 
ofce, we were always encouraged to draw 
and paint as children. I attended Craighead 
school in Timaru. The art teacher Gypsy 
Poulston was a great teacher, friend and 

introduced us to watercolors. I spent a short 
time at Canterbury School of Fine Arts and 
then was a design artist at Crown Crystal 
Glass.

The pieces range from $550-$875 and would 
complement a variety of decors and homes. 

COGs Branches

Events: Annual Golf Match- 4 Craighead Old 
Girls played in the interschools Old Girls Golf 
tournament here on 21st March. There were 
also 50 Rangi, St Margarets, StHildas and 
Columba players.
 
CRAIGHEAD OLD GIRLS' LUNCH 
The Craighead Old Girls' Association held a 
successful Lunch on 22 March for the 29 Old 
Girls of its Christchurch Branch, to meet and 
hear from both Dr William Rolleston, 
Chairman of the Development Appeal 
Committee, and Ms Lindy Graham, School 
Principal. 

The Lunch was held at Russley Golf Club, 
which provided an excellent meal with 
beautiful views over the course. Lindy spoke 

Christchurch Branch
Craighead Old Girls gathering in Nelson  
planned for December for about 20 old girls in 
the area, as far as we know, some of whom 
are earthquake refugees.

My H/Ph no. is 03-5485536. If you hear of 
others wishing to contact us.
Rosemary Bygate

Nelson Branch

40 COGs living in Wanaka who meet for 
lunch once a year.

Contact Gail Cooke 
wanakahomestay@xtra.co.nz

Wanaka Branch

of her personal background and vision for the 
School, and gave an overview of academic 
and sporting achievements, using recent 
photos of many events. 

William's enthusiasm and passion for the 
school highlighted the need for us all to 
contribute as best we can to the Appeal, and 
certainly made people realise it is up to us. 
We were so grateful for their visit and the 
opportunity for us to get to know them.
 
Ruth Cooper 
Craighead Old Girls' Association
Christchurch Branch
Bcooper@ihug.co.nz
Ph 03 351 4478
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Leavers 2008....

Nicole Aitken: Graduating from Occupational 
Therapy next year and about to give birth to her 
first child.

Sara Ammar: Graduated from Otago BPharm. 
Working at Wellington Hospital as a Clinical 
Pharmacist. Sara was a member of the New 
Zealand delegation to the International 
Pharmacy Student’s Federation Congress in 
Egypt in 2012 and a member of the executive

committee. Between graduating and starting 
work Sara spent three months travelling in 
Eastern Europe.

Amber Bailey: Went to CPIT and studied 
Graphic design for 3 years. Has a degree in 
Design. Gained full time work in Ashburton for 
NoBull Design and Bend Ceative. Also does 
freelance work designing websites. Continues 
to teach dance and choreographs shows in 
Ashburton.

Hannah Bates: Went to Australia and completed 
a Barrista course. Worked in three different 
restaurants in Timaru but now back at Alexandra 
Heads in the same industry.

Melissa Beaven: (Colombus) Obtained a Dip Ag 
from Lincoln. Married and has a little girl called 
Emily born on 12/12/12. Currently managing a 
Dairy Farm at Oxford.

Annaliese Bleeker: Completed 2 years at ChCh 
Girls and is studying tourism in ChCh. Has also 
had a gap year.

Meg Bolderston: Obtained a Dip Spor t 
Coaching in ChCh. Worked part time for Canty 
Cricket and Netball and played Netball.  
Employment as an event coordinator for the ‘Y’ 
in ChCh. In 2013 travelled the world on a cruise 
ship as a fitness and health co-ordinator. 
Currently she is travelling through Europe by rail.

Janie Cameron: Spent a year in the UK working 
as a volunteer, assisting children with learning 
difficulties. She lived in a village in 
Worcestershire, and travelled extensively 
around the European continent. In 2010, Janie 
commenced her studies in Dunedin, where she 
found her passion for Human Psychology.

In 2012, she transferred her degree to Auckland 
in search of better research opportunities, and 
graduated earlier this year. She is currently 
working in Human Resources for NZ Post in 
Auckland. During her studies Janie made travel 
a priority, nannying and  making coffee to fund 
various trips to South East Asia, Australia, and 
Indonesia. In the New Year, she and her 
boyfriend are off to live in Shanghai indefinitely!

Rosaria Campbell: Completed a BA in French 
and German. Won a position at Napier Girls’ 
High as Head of French. Currently completing 
Teacher training at Graduate School in ChCh. 
Had a 1 year scholarship to New Caledonia on 
an Arts internship.

Libby Collett: Studying Commerce and Art 
(Journalism) at Canterbury.

Katherine Cournane: At Otago Uni studied to 
become a primary school teacher. Travelled 

around America before coming back to Timaru 
to teach a Year 1 class at Bluestone School.

Hayley Cross: Has a degree in Chemistry, and a 
MSc in communication from Otago. Really 
enjoying life post school. Went to Ireland on an 
exchange for 6 months.

Charlotte Dyer: Completed a B.Com with 1st 
class honours in Marketing Management. Went 
on an exchange to a University in Lisbon, 
Portugal for 6 months of 2012. Now working for 
Unilever in Auckland in Sales and marketing.

Jessica Engelbrecht: (Percival) Jessica and her 
husband have a silage contracting business.

Caitlin Foley: Completed a BA in French and 
German, and first class honours in French. Is P A 
for an insurance broker in Wellington which she 
is enjoying very much. Volunteers at the SPCA. 
Planning to go overseas in 2015.

Michelle Gallagher: Completed BCom in 
Accounting and Finance at Otago. Working in 
Chch for Staples Rodway Accountancy. Just 
completed first papers toward chartered 
accountancy.

Krista Gilbert: Completed a course at the 
Polytechnic and has fulltime employment at 
Farmside.

Emily Goodhew: Completed a degree in 
Dentistry and has a post at ChCh Hospital as a 
Dental House surgeon beginning 2014. Went on 
Outward Bound in 2012.

Harriet Goodhew: Completed a double degree 
BA in Philosophy, Economics and Politics and 
an LLB. Over this summer Harriet will complete 
her professionals and in March she begins with 
Luke, Cunningham and Clere in Wellington, the 
Crown prosecutors.

Charlotte Johnstone: Had a GAP year in 
Canada. Has completed a Diploma in Adventure 
Tourism Management in Queenstown. Since 
then she has worked for Real Journeys in Te 
Anau. Has been guiding on Stewart Island and is 
now working at Alpine Springs in Tekapo.

Megan Linton: Graduated from Otago 
University with a BApSc. Currently working at 
South Pacific Sera as a lab technician. Living on 
a Dairy Farm in Totara Valley with partner.

Pippa Mackay: Spent 4 years studying at the 
University of Otago majoring in Classics, French 
and Marketing. She then spent 7 months 
working at Air Safaris in Tekapo before heading 
to France. She is now teaching English at a 
French High School in the ski resort town of 
Crenoble.

Caitlin Marrett: Went to the NZ Broadcasting 
School in Christchurch graduating with a 
BBroadcasting Communications. She then got 
an internship in Gore co-hosting the breakfast 
show. She is now in Wellington working as the 
producer of the breakfast show for Classic Hits 
and is also promotions manager.

Emma McDougall: Graduated from Otago 
University with a BA. She is living in Matamata 

and working for the Matamata Piako District 
Council.

Hannah McRae: graduated from Canterbury 
with a BCom in economics and finance. Just 
returned from spending a year in Canada as a ski 
instructor.

Nicole Moerhuis: Since leaving school Nicole 
has been studying at the University of Otago. 
She graduated with a BSc in Geology. She 
completed the last six months of her degree in 
Iceland. Nicole is now studying toward her 
Masters in Geology and has just completed her 
first year.

Ellie Morgan: After leaving CDS, Ellie 
completed a Degree at CPIT in Graphic Design in 
Visual Communication. After graduating she 
went travelling overseas. Ellie is now working at 
Maree Hynes Interiors.

Hayley Morrow: working In Newman, Western 
Australia in the mining industry.

Sophie Mulcahy: Graduated with a BTchg in 
primary and certificate in Cathedral Studies at 
Otago. Now in a permanent position teaching 
year 1-2 at St Peter and Paul School in Lower 
Hutt.

Monique O’Connell: In 2012 she completed her 
BAgSc with First Class Honours at Lincoln 
Uniersity. Monique is now working for DairyNZ 
as a consulting officer in Southland.

Pip Oliver: graduated from Otago uni in 2012 
with a BEd (primary) and is now working in 
management at Lone Star Timaru. Looking to go 
teaching in 2015.

Dale Sina Palea’ae: Currently finishing 
BSpeech & Language Pathology at Canterbury. 
Will be opening a bar on the corner of Tuam 
and High St, Christchurch, November 2013

Beth Parker: BTchg&Lng (Primary) at the 
University of Canterbury. Now in her second 
year of teaching at Waimataitai School in  
Timaru.

Charlotte Paterson: Works at CBay Cafeteria, 
Timaru and had a management role for part of 
2013.

Letitia Pottle: Works for the TDC as an 
administration assistant in the building 
department.

Jessica Rayner: BA, Canterbury. Dip Tchg, 
Christchuch. Is now an English and History 
teacher at Albany Senior School, Auckland.

Margot Rieder: BDesign in Fashion, Otago. 
Received the award for best use of natural fibre 
from Global Fabrics. Selected to submit a 
portfolio for consideration for Vogue Italia New 
Talent 2012. Completed a diploma in makeup 
artistry 2013.

Emily Scott: BDesign in Fashion, Otago At the 
Hokonui Awards 2012, first in 3 piece collection 
and first in overall best use of fabric. At the 
Australian Graduate Fashion Week, won the 
overall award for a 5 piece collection.



Leavers 2008....

Louise Seyb: BArchitectural Studies, Victoria. 
Doing her Master of Architecture (Professional). 
In 2012 she worked for the Buchan Group as an 
architectural graduate on various projects 
including the Restart Mall in Christchurch.

Tresa Shirtcliff: BPhysEd at Otago. Is now 
working in the gym at CBay,Timaru, as a 
Personal Trainer and Fitness Instructor.

Bridget Simpson: Qualified as a Personal 
Trainer in 2010. Qualified as a Beautician in 
2011. She is working at an organic spa in Perth.

Katie Taine: BA. Is completing a MA Geography 
at Otago and as part of that went to Samoa to 
conduct research.

Jessica Turner: BCom Canterbury. Is a 
Marketing Consultant for Concentrate Marketing 
in Christchurch.

Sarah Turpie: Studied at Lincoln. Now an office 
manager in Christchurch.

Brooke Van Buuren: BCom & Ag at Lincoln. 
Now lives on a dairy farm and works at ATS, a 
rural supply store, with the plan to become a 
field rep.

Samantha Van Buuren: BTchg Otago. Teaching 
at Winchester Rural Primary School since 2011.

Katethip Varanyuwatana: In her last year of 
BChem and Process Engineering with Honors at 
the University of Canterbury. Studying Master of 
Finance at the University of Monash, Melbourne 

2014.

Flora Waddington: Last year of Veterinary 
Science at Massey.

Louise Wallace: Currently studying towards 
a DipAgribusiness Management and with her 
partner Geoff, managing a farm in Southern 
Marlborough.

Courtney Ward: Lincoln for one year. Worked 
on a dairy farm for three years. Now working 
at Geraldine Veterinary Centre. Spring 2013 
started an eight week AI job with LIC.

Julia White: Completing her LLB, B Com 
Canterbury. At the end of 2013 Julia will be 
studying in China for six weeks. Has a 
graduate job with the ANZ, Wellington 2014.

Jessica Wigley: BNursing Otago Polytech. 
Working at Mona Vale Hospital, Sydney.

Christie Williams: BSc Geology at Victoria. 
Working towards Dip Veterinary Nursing at 
Otago Polytech.

Lucinda Williams: BCom in Marketing and 
BA in Geography at Otago. Is working for 
Coromandel Destination where she began as 
a marketer and, after six months, became the 
International Marketing Co-ordinator. 
Received an award from Tourism New 
Zealand for her work as a newcomer to the 
industry.

Jessica Wills: BCom, Otago, majoring in 
Finance and Accounting. Six month exchange 
at the University of Strathclyde, Scotland 
2012. Working at PWC in Wellington and 
doing her Chartered Accountancy papers.

Sarah Woods: BNursing at Southern Institute 
of Technology. Post graduate programme at 
Christchurch Hospital for 12 months. 
Currently at Kew Hospital, Invercargill as a 
theatre nurse.

Class of 1962 Reunion

BACK ROW: Kay Scott, Cynthia Danks, Anna 
Rutherford, Pam Todd
THIRD ROW: Diana Morrah, Judy Deans, Susanne 
Ritchie
SECOND ROW: Kath Ensor, Mandy Webb, Janet 
Scaife, Kate Rutherford, Paula Parsonson, Nicky 
Pinckney
FRONT ROW: Jennifer Good, Sue Shacklock, Ondy 
de Latour, Linda Jolly, Julie Middleton

On Friday 18 October 2013 the peaceful 
people of the Wairarapa experienced an 
explosion of sound as a bus drew up in 
Greytown and out hopped (well shufed) 20 
ladies from over the South Island, 
Switzerland, England and Australia. This 
was the second reunion of the class of 
1962.

Hugs and screeches were exchanged as we  
slowly began to recognize each other – 
eyesight and memory not quite as good as 

they were. The noise continued at a level 
never heard in this sleepy little village and 
soon the unfortunate motel chosen to 
house us all realized a group booking of 
ancient ladies wasn’t necessarily going to 
be a good thing!

We had 3 wonderful days together re-living
our time at Craighead. We made an effort this 
time to nd out more about our lives since 
leaving school and most of the stories were 
amazing. We surely can credit CDS for 

contributing to our independence and the 
contributions most of us have made in the 
45+ years since we were there.

Watch out Wanaka – we meet there in 5 
years time. If anyone is considering a class 
reunion, please just do it – it’s wonderful. 

The hosts were Kath Ensor, Ondy de Latour, 
Ces Rober tson and Sue Shacklock. 
Contributed by Sue (nee Shacklock 1266) 
Wright.
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Anne Brebner Saluted
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Film industry, friends celebrate 90th birthday at George Lucas's 
Skywalker Ranch.

Ann Brebner, the doyenne of the worlds of stage and screen in Marin 
County, was celebrated on her 90th birthday at an elegant party and 
tribute at George Lucas's Skywalker Ranch in Nicasio on 17th Aug 2013.

Standing with only the aid of a cane, the regal looking nonagenarian, 
wearing one of her signature black ensembles, her snow white hair 
swept back in a chignon, personally greeted some 200 guests. In her 
honor, party goers dressed in black and white, the only colours she 
wears because it relieves her of having to decide what to put on in the 
morning. 'Now I can forget my own appearance and focus on what is 
going on around me.” She once explained in her distinguished British 
accent.

George Lucas was unable to attend the party, but passed along his good 
wishes in a video that was shown in the building's art deco Stag Theater, 
where the guest of honour sat for an interview and listened to 
reminiscences by several of her friends and colleagues. 

When she ran the largest casting agency in San Francisco in the 1960's 
and 70's, she cast Lucas's movies “THX1138” and American Grafti.” 
The rst dramatic reading of his script for “Star Wars” took place in 
Brebner's San Francisco ofce. Lucas praised her as a “casting guru.” 
“Ann you've reached a wonderful milestone, one we all aspire to reach,” 
Lucas said. “ You've done so much for the lm industry in San 
Francisco.” Clips from some of the movies she worked on, including 
“Bullitt” with Steve McQueen, “The Conversation” with Gene Hackman, 
and “Petulia” with Julie Christie were screened. 

Brebner is also credited with being the driving force behind the 
restoration project that turned a decrepit old movie house on Fourth St in 
San Rafael into the three screen, art deco Rafael Film Center. Brebner 
worked tirelessly for ve years to help raise millions it took for the 
restoration work, which she sometimes oversaw herself. Tributes 
included; “It would be hard to forget her walking around the construction 
site in her pink hard hat;” and she was the 'spirit of the theatre”. Oscar 
winning lm director John Korty described her as “a force of nature” 
saying “her good taste and generosity serves as a great example to us 
all.”

Born in New Zealand, Brebner studied theatre at the Old Vic in London on 
a scholarship. She met her husband, actor John Brebner, there and 
moved with him to Marin in the 1950s. They founded the Marin 
Shakespeare Festival, which they ran for a decade. She has since 
directed plays for its successor the Marin Shakespeare Company. 
A playwright as well as a director, her latest play “The Dead Girl” about 
two biracial families, was produced earlier this year by Marin's Alter 
Theater Ensemble. 

Raised by a single father and his relatives after her mother died in 
childbirth. Brebner came of age as a creative when woman were often 
relegated to traditional women's occupations and roles. Asked during the 
onstage interview what advice she would give her 9-year-old self, she 
said, ”Do what is in your heart, not what your head thinks you should 
do.” (Paul Liberatore – Marin Independent Journal)   

Ann Brebner (nee Don) attended Craighead for 13 years from age 5 to 
18 from 1928 -1941 student no. 291 under Miss Oakeley. She 
graduated with a BA Psychology (Otago) Dip Ed. and then from the Old 
Vic Theater School, London, as a Director. She was a Motion Picture 
Consultant/Casting Director. She is also a Playwright. She lives in 
Rafael and has two sons and grandchildren. 

She wrote to the COGs 14th Jan 2014: 
“Sorry it has taken a while, I had a new show opening here last Saturday. I 
was directing a brand new script. I am ying to NY on Thursday for a 
staged reading of a play I wrote last year. They are considering producing 
it, so that is exciting.

Thank you for what you sent me it was great to see what some of us 
looked like, and I recognized quite a few people, and also caught up on 
others from a long time ago.  I have a line drawing of Shand House above 
my desk, always have had. It is a wall of the past, the lakes in NZ, my 
children who are now in their 50's and so on. 

I actually drove, almost a year ago, through Fairlie on what I am afraid will 
probably be my last visit home. Good Thoughts -Ann Brebner” 



Be Burdon - ‘Good Sort’

When Be Burdon's husband died 13 years 
ago she decided she needed to fill the gap 
with a new venture, a children's furniture 
business she runs from her Fendalton 
home. The Child Cancer Foundation has 
benefited as a result, with around $3000 
being contributed to its cause every year.

“When my grandchildren arrived I hunted 
around for tables and chairs. Those I found 
were expensive and most of them were 
plastic. So I decided to start a business.” 

She wanted wooden furniture. Not skilled as a 
woodworker herself she sought the help of 
Age Concern who put her in touch with Bill 
Wagner, a retired engineer, who himself was 
looking for something to do after a health 
setback. Be designed the table and chairs she 
wanted, working out the measurements. She 
took them to Mr Wagner who set to work 
producing them. She pays Mr Wagner to do 
the work. “We get most of our timber as off-
cuts from timber merchants. At the start we 
sold to my friends. Then I did some 
advertising in a North Island based magazine 
as well as Metropol” In short time the 

business took off with orders coming in from 
throughout the country. 

She has a website now and receives large 
numbers of emails from satisfied customers. 
One mother wrote to her recently conveying 
her daughter's pleasure with her new table 
and chairs: “I love sitting at it. It took me a 
couple of days to work out how to get up on 
the chair. They are a wee bit big for me at the 
moment.” “My friend from coffee group 
thought my table and chairs were pretty cool 
too,” the woman said. Another parent said 
they would be “cherished for years to come”  
“I like it when I get comments like that.” Mrs 
Burdon said.

Usually 100 sets sell each year. It is a lot of 
work packing them up to send them all over 
New Zealand but she says “I will keep going 
as long as Bill will.”  She pays for the 
advertising herself and subtracts her costs 
and then forwards the rest to the Child Cancer 
Foundation. The foundation has been most 
appreciative of her efforts and showered her 
with thank you certificates. 

This year they proposed for her to go on to 
the TV programme 'Good Sorts', which she 
did. 

Her maiden name was Judith Cunningham, 
but is known as Be, and she attended 
Craighead from 1951 to 1954 (student 
no.838). ( You can contact Be on Mob 027 
2 3 9  8 2 8 2  o r  P h  0 3  3 5 1  5 7 3 1  
www.colourfulfurniture.co.nz – Set of table 
and 2 chairs $165 plus freight)

Dr Jill Poulston

When I left Craighead, I went to Christchurch 
to do a B.A. and DipTchg through Teacher's 
College, because they paid me nineteen 
pounds a week. I failed my second year, but 
the skiing was great and I had a wonderful 
time. However, I found secondary teaching 
pretty challenging, not having much life 
experience – in fact my world was quite 
small, and also very different from the lives of 
my Dannevirke High students. So I quit and 
went to Melbourne, as it was horribly 
stressful trying to manage 30 teenagers in my 
School Cert English class. I suspect the 
school was quite relieved when I left. Anyway, 
I really wanted to be a writer.

After saving for six months, my boyfriend and 
I set off for England overland.  It took us eight 
months, we both got hepatitis in Nepal, and I 
was so thin by the time we got to Austria, I had 
to work in a kitchen to fatten up a bit. I skied on 
my days off and returned the following year to 
instruct. I felt quite at home, even though 
everyone was speaking German, which 
incidentally is quite easy to pick up if no-one 
else speaks English. I worked as an instructor 
for several years, married a Scot, and moved 
to Queenstown, where we produced two 
adorable girls – Annie and Rosie. In 
Queenstown I drifted into the hotel industry, 

which I took to like the proverbial duck to 
water, as I liked the strange people, the weird 
hours, and the constant activity.

I managed O'Connells Hotel (which has since 
gone), and worked in senior positions at the 
Lakeland and Hyatt, but eventually grew tired 
of the hard work and awful hours, so I got a 
job managing Flock House Estate near Bulls, 
in quite a different environment. It was a better 
lifestyle, and more fun living in a rural 
community. From there I went to Massey to 
run the halls of residence, and thence to 
Auckland. I nished my degree extramurally 
over three years.

In Auckland I got a job as a lecturer at what 
was then AIT, and is now AUT University. I 
hastily enrolled on a master's degree, feeling I 
needed to be one degree ahead of the 
students, and two years later enrolled on a 
doctorate, which took another four years. I 
studied for nine years all up to complete three 
degrees, as well as working full time and 
caring for a house full of homestay students 
with my new husband. 

At AUT I am the academic leader of the 
hospitality department, which has around 20 
academic staff and several hundred students 

on various programmes, but mostly 
bachelors' and masters' degrees. Part of my 
role is to study hospitality, which I really 
enjoy. So far I have published research papers 
on sexual harassment, age discrimination, 
theft, unfair dismissal, training, motivation, 
education, feng shui, and organic dining – 
anything interesting really. Currently I'm 
working on a project on new age hospitality, 
which entailed going to Sedona in Arizona and 
interviewing people there about new age 
tourists and want they want. It was absolutely 
fascinating.

I'm not career-minded, so I need to explain 
how I wound up with a PhD and a decent job. 
I only do what I enjoy, so it is easy to throw 
myself at my work. I have a student who 
tells me passion is the most signicant 
inuence on success and I believe him. So 
go out and have a good time; someone is 
bound to put you in charge if you are having 
fun, because it's infectious and they want to 
have fun too.

Dr Jill Poulston

Attended Craighead from 1966-70 
student no. 1506
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Racing Pioneer - Karyn Fenton-Ellis

Former Timaru woman Karyn Fenton-Ellis 
has been made a Member of the New Zealand 
Order of Merit for services to the community, 
arts and racing. “I was extremely surprised 
and very humbled,” she said. Although she 
lives in the Waikato, she still calls Timaru 
home.

“I basically spent all my formative years 
there. I was educated at Waimataitai and 
Craighead Diocesan School. I have many 
strong memories -the rst race meeting I 
attended was at Phar Lap Raceway.” Many of 
her areas of interest have their roots in South 
Canterbury. ”I was a keen member of the 
(South Canterbury) drama league for many, 
many years.” It's really not an individual thing. 
There is a whole raft of people who enable a 
person to succeed.”

In 1992 she shifted to Wellington to present 
Trackside television. She is currently the 
director of Te Akau Racing in New Zealand 
and Singapore. Mrs Fenton-Ellis was a 

Humbled: Former Timaru woman Karyn 
Fenton-Ellis has been made a Member of 
the New Zealand Order of Merit.

Attended Craighead 1975-79 student no. 
1820 

t ra i lb laze r  fo r  New Zea land  rac ing 
broadcasting as the inaugural presenter for 
Trackside TV and Radio Trackside. She was 
elected chair of the Waikato Racing Club in 
2013 and is a member of the New Zealand 
Thoroughbred Racing Members' Council. 

She has been a member of Jaycees since 
1984, and was national president in 1993 and 
world president in 2000.

She has implemented a number of ar ts 
sponsorships and was a trustee of the Arts 
Foundation of New Zealand from 2007 to 
2009  and  a  boa rd  member  o f  t he 
Christchurch Arts Festival for two terms.

“I'm extremely privileged to be given the 
opportunity to contribute,” she said. “It 
doesn't matter how much or how little, 
everyone can contribute to make New 
Zealand a better place.”   

(Timaru Herald Jan 2014)
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Country Singer - Kaylee Bell

Former student of Craighead Diocesan 
School and South Canterbury songstress 
Kaylee Bell is eyeing up an Australian 
Golden Guitar.

She will travel to Tamworth for the Country 
Music Awards of Australia next week where 
she has been nominated for one of the 
coveted trophies. Bell has been named a 
nalist in the New Talent of the Year category, 
bringing a nice end to her busy year, she said. 
“It's been a hard year of work and travelling, 
so it was a reward for all of that. It was really 
cool I was very, very stoked,” she said.

Other stars in the running for an Australian 
Golden Guitar include Keith Urban, whose 
career path began on a similar path to Bell's. 

Both were named a Star Maker and Urban 
was also nominated for an Australian Golden 
Guitar in the New Talent of the Year category 
earlier in his career.

Bell said being named a Star Maker in January 
2013 was fuel for her career. 'Star Maker sped 
things up, but I've still got a lot more to 
achieve.” She has had a busy 12 months 
which included a trip to Nashville travelling 
around Australian festivals all over the show, 
playing main stage.” She also opened for 
United States country singer Alan Jackson, 
made another music video for one of her 
latest songs, and performed over the festive 
break, including a New Year's gig at Lake 
Hawea which attracted a crowd of 1300, she 
said. Bell will return to South Canterbury from 

Tamworth in time for the districts Wine and 
Food Festival. Her visit will be brief however, 
as she will return to Australia for the CMC 
Rocks the Hunter Festival in the Hunter Valley.
Both Australia and New Zealand have an 
appreciation for Country Music, but to 
different degrees, she said. “In Australia the 
fans get in their swags and big utes and travel 
around Australia. The industry was growing 
she said.

Bell will travel to Tamworth for the Country 
Music Festival next week, an event which will 
also see her take to the stage as one of its 
select guest performers. (Timaru Herald 7th 
Jan2014)

The right chord: Kaylee Bell will attend the Country Music Awards in Tamworth after being named a nalist in the New Talent of the Year.



Anti-Nuclear Awareness - Emily Watson

5 Questions with Emily Watson who 
a t t e n d e d  a  c o n f e r e n c e  o n  t h e 
Humanitarian impact of Nuclear Weapons.

Raising awareness – Emily Watson (20) 
holds a poster of the second conference on 
the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear 
Weapons, which she attended in Nayarit, 
Mexico. Raised in Timaru she attended 
Craighead Diocesan School from 2007-
2011. Miss Watson is studying law, 
international relations and French at 
Victoria University. Miss Watson wants to 
raise awareness in New Zealand of nuclear 
disarmament. (Timaru Courier Feb 2014)

1. What was the purpose of the conference 
and what is its purpose?
This conference, the second of its kind 
brought together representatives from the 
United Nations, Red Cross, numerous NGOs 
and 146 governments to discuss the terrible 

consequences nuclear weapons, if used, 
would have on our health, environment and 
economy. It is hoped governments will 
u n d e r s t a n d  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  a r e 
unacceptable and will negotiate with urgency 
to eliminate them.

2.  In what capacity did you go, and how did 
this come about?
I entered an essay competition over the 
holidays and was selected to represent the 
New Zealand Red Cross at the conference. I 
also attended a Red Cross conference where I 
met delegats from National Societies around 
the world as well as from the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies.

3. What did you know about this topic 
before working on your essay? 
Not a lot! I was involved in Amnesty 
International 's successful campaign for an 
Arms trade Treaty, but didn't know much 
about nuclear weapons so thought it would 
be interesting to research. Once you read the 
moving stories hibakusha (atomic bomb 
survivors) and test vict ims l ike the 
Marshalese and Aborigines you cannot 
ignore the issue.

4. What was the conference like and how 
will you apply this experience to your life?
The confe rence  was an  inva luab le 
opportunity to talk to experts from around the 

world and to observe multilateral talks in 
action. Now my task is to raise awareness in 
New Zealand on nuclear disarmament. I will 
engage with different groups via seminars, 
videos and social media. It will be challenging 
and fun, and hopefully, people will join me in 
putting ideas into action.

5. In a post-Cold War world, why should 
New Zealanders be concerned about this 
issue?
Unfortunately, the nuclear weapons that exist 
today are far more powerful than those that 
destroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945, 
and those weapons could be detonated 
accidentally and fall into terrorist hands. A 
nuclear conflict between say India and 
Pakistan would take millions of lives , and 
many New Zealanders would die from lack of 
food and medication due to a collapse of 
international trade. The good news is that 
chemical weapons, biological weapons, 
cluster munitions and landmines have 
already been banned. This success was 
really dependent on the power of the public to 
influence decision makers. My wish is for 
Kiwis to unite in expressing our desire for a 
safer, more peaceful world free of nuclear 
weapons.

If you are interested in this topic or have 
ideas for Emily you can contact her at 
wemily@windowslive.com  
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Hall of Fame - Rowena Morten

R owena  Mor ton  (We l fo rd )  1998  
Commonwealth Games representative in 
the 100m Hurdles, for which she held the 
national record (13.42 sec) for a decade, 
has been inducted to the Hall of Fame of 
Wayland Baptist University in Plainview, 
Texas which she attended on a four year 
athletics scholarship.

In 1991, while at Craighead, she achieved a 
rare trifecta at the national secondary 
schools athletic championships, winning 
the 100m sprint, 100m hurdles and long 
jump titles.

Two years later she took up the four year US 
university athletics scholarship.

After graduating, she had spent two years as 
the university’s assistant track team coach, 
all the while working towards qualification for 
the 1998 Commonwealth Games. Wayland 
was also where she met her baseball-playing 
husband, Billy. They now live in White Oak, 
Texas with their two daughters.

Rowena is currently in the final year of a five 
year pharmacy degree, for which she is 
studying extramurally while also working 30 
hours a week as a senior pharmacy 
technician.



Engagements, marriages, births etc

BACK ROW: Alice Bird , Annabelle Gaulter , Sophie Westgarth (Daughter of Susan McNeil #2075) (Daughter of Alex Acland #2125)
(Granddaughter of Catherine McLeod#857) (Daughter of Anna Porter #2189) (Daughter of Philippa Harrison , Ella Jaine , Megan McKenzie 
#1913) (Granddaughter of Julienne Verity#1274, daughter of Rebecca Newton #2116)  (Granddaughter of , Emma Dobbs , Helen Shrimpton
Valerie Allport #571) (Daughter of Suzy Izard #1785) Cate Smith

THIRD ROW: Henrietta Harper , Olivia Draper , Isabella Guerin (Daughter of Karen Urquhart #2085) (Granddaughter of Deidre Lousley#813)
(Daughter of Phillippa Hogg #2101) (Great-Granddaughter of Katherine Westenra #190, daughter of Georgina Scott #2027), Holly Waters , 
Emma Trolove , Leah Scott(Great-granddaughter of Beverley Mitchell #373 and Betty Hislop #106 granddaughter of Elizabeth Watson#1041)  
(Granddaughter Diana Curtis #967) (Granddaughter of Jessica Roberts# 1256, daughter of Sara Elworthy) Amalia Rowley , Ruby Brown 
(Daughter of Elizabeth Munro #1971) (Daughter of Janelle Batchelor), Kate Ashhurst 

SECOND ROW: Rosa Westgarth , Sophie Lightbourne , Paris (Granddaughter of Catherine McLeod#857) (Daughter of Caroline Rhodes #2147)
Batchelor , Prudence Scott , Susannah Innes, Alexandra (Daughter of Janelle Batchelor) (Great-Granddaughter of Katherine Westenra #190)
Innes , Charlotte Lewis (Twin daughters of Caroline Ford) (Daughter of Rachel Hornsey # 2102)

FRONT ROW: Belinda Hampton , Genevieve Barker (Daughter of Emma Norman #1925) (Great-Granddaughter of Margaret Robinson #57, 
Granddaughter of Gillian Ulrich#444) (Daughter of Michelle Leslie #2000) (Great-granddaughter of , Samantha Bower , Bridget Murdoch
Winifred Hunter#120, granddaughter of Charmien Muscroft-Taylor#493, daughter of Katherine Nicholl #1924) (Granddaughter , Millicent Grigg 
of Robyn Ensor#973) (Granddaughter of Nan Sams #477, daughter of Victoria Hasselman #1829) (Great-, Bryony Steven , Julia Rolleston 
granddaughter of Airini Rhodes #56)

ABSENT: Roseanna Porter(Granddaughter of Suzanne Ball #1093)

Engagements

Anna Jamieson to Sam Purvis

Alice Westgarth to Luke Brice

Fiona Hargreaves to Kellan Stewart

Belinda Turley to Benjamin Skinner

Weddings

Katrina Roy to Peter Fay

Georgina Geaney to James Jackson

Rebecca Thacker to Mark Bland

Annabel Sleigh to James Hinchliffe

Anna Rogers to Jonathan Goslin

Births

Rebecca Bland (Thacker) - a daughter

Alice Wallis (Holmes) - a son

Susan Paulin (Holmes) - a son

Shannon Williams (Dickson) - a daughter

Julia Watson (Ford) - a son

Rebecca Richardson (McDonald) - a 
daughter

Amelia Dale (Shearer) –a son

Kate Johnson (McFarlane) – a daughter

Jessica Timpany (Gibson) – twins

Nic Hall ( Curtis) - a son

Henrietta Wallace – a son

Lucy Clouston (Gresson) – a daughter

Bernice Innes (Pye) – a daughter

Amanda Johnston (Stratford) – a son

Vanessa Oscroft (Risk) –a son

Jo Draper (Risk) - a son

Louise Hopkins (Risk) – a son

Deborah Brown-Smith - a son (2012) and a
daughter (2013).

Sara (Neil) Metherell – a son

Charlotte Preen – a son

Amy (nee Faulks) Goad – a daughter

Daughters, Grand-daughters & Great grand-daughters of old girls 2013

Craighead Old Girls’ Association Inc | 9



Lindy Graham - Principal

MICHAEL LAWS - Development Manager

Former mayor and MP Michael Laws has been 
appoin ted  to  the  ro le  o f  Cra ighead 
development manager. It is a role that the 
Board of Proprietors has especially created to 
lift the prole of the school and to promote 
current and future development plans. 

Michael's public and strategic experience will 
assist Craighead in a competitive educational 
market that often disregards the importance 
of special character and integrated schools. 

“As a single father of three primary-aged 
children, I have made a decision that their 
interests come rst,” says Michael. 

“So moving to South Canterbury was easy – it 
provides a superb living environment – 
physically, educationally and socially and there 

isn't a better place in the world to raise a family. 
And a school like Craighead is one of the jewels 
in the crown – with its twin traditions of family 
and excellence.”

His three children – Lucy (aged 9), Zoe (7) and 
Theo (5) - attend Gleniti primary school and are 
already enjoying the opportunities that Timaru 
and the surrounding hinterland can offer. 

Michael sees his new role as development 
manager as “an exciting challenge”

“Craighead is an exceptional school, but not 
enough people appreciate just how exceptional 
it really is. I look forward to working with staff, 
trustees and past students in highlighting our 
vir tues, as well as expanding Craighead's 
amenities and assets.”
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Tena Koutou Katoa

A graduate of the University of Otago, I started 
my teaching career at Waitaki Girls High 
School in 1981, then moved back to my own 
secondary school, South Otago High in 
Balclutha, where I taught for the next 16 
years. As a family, we then moved to Dunedin 
where I spent 14 years teaching at Kavanagh 
College, as an Assistant Principal responsible 
for Pastoral Care. While each school has 
offered me a range of differing experiences, 
opportunities and challenges, I have also 
been fortunate to be a curriculum leader in the 
teaching of Social Sciences, as a Geography 
advisor both nationally and overseas. I am the 
mother of a young woman, Jessica, who is in 
her rst year at Otago University, and my 
par tner John Taylor works in teacher 
education. We are an education-focussed 
family! Having been involved in Secondary 
education for over 30 years now, it seems like 
a natural step up to Principalship. I am 
delighted to become the 15th Principal of 
Craighead Diocesan School and will do my 
best to ensure that Craighead stays true to its 
Mission Statement – as a girls' school of 
Anglican Special Character, that strives for 
excellence in academic, sporting and cultural 
pursuits, within a caring family atmosphere. 

Having been at Craighead for almost a year 
now, my initial focus has been on getting to 

know the staff, the students and the wider 
school community. Craighead has a truly 
unique culture that centres round its Special 
Character, its culture of excellence and its 
supportive family environment. My vision for 
Craighead is to enhance our Special 
Character and to endeavour to provide 
modern learning environments to foster those 

vital 21st Century skills of problem-solving, 
communication, independent critical thinking 
and collaboration, to enable Craighead 
students to become the leaders of tomorrow. 
We invite you to share in this exciting journey!

God Bless

Lindy Graham with Rachel Buckman (Head Girl) left and Emily Copland, (Deputy ) right.



School Project Begins - $3m New Boarding House - Stage 1

A $3million development has kicked off at 
Craighead, with construction of the school's 
new boarding house beginning 21st August 
2013. 

With that hefty price tag the project is a massive 
under taking. It will increase the boarding 
capacity from 112 to 140, and principal Lindy 
Graham is condent those beds will be lled. 
“We've got people crying out to ll them now,” 
she said. It is anticipated the three-storey 
building will open in July 2014. At present the 
girls that were housed in the old building have 
taken up residence in the gymnasium. 
Permission to use the gym as a hostel runs out 
in July 2014, which will put pressure on 
contractors Timaru Construction to get it 
nished on time.

The rst step was to let Christchurch 
archaeologist Julia Hughes examine the site, a 
legal requirement because the former building, 
Shand House, was built before 1900.”Two large 
wells were discovered when excavation started. 
We didn't expect to nd them and we're not sure 
what they would have been used for, but it's 
possible that there was a water feature at the 
original homestead, or they might have been for 
the house's own water supply. “Nothing else has 
been uncovered so far, but we could still nd a 
few things – perhaps an old rubbish pit or the 
remains of the conservatory,” Ms Hughes said.

Shand House was evacuated in April 2012 after 
an engineering report indicated earthquake-
strengthening work was needed. Craighead 
Board of Proprietors chairwoman, Phillipa 
Guerin, said it was a priority to ensure the safety 
of staff and students, resulting in the demolition 
and rebuild. Shand house is not covered by 
insurance as no specic event caused the 
damage, leaving the school to foot the entire bill. 
We're in the very early stages of initiating a 
capital campaign now, and we hope to have 
raised the money within a couple of years,” Mrs 
Guerin said.

Dallas Redhead, of Rushton Architects, said the 
new building would retain certain elements of 
the old.

Ms Graham said the beginning of construction 
marked an exciting period ahead. “The girls will 
nd the new accommodation fabulous.”

(Timaru Herald 22 Aug 2013)      
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Groundbreaking: The chairwoman of Craighead's Board of Proprietors, Phillipa Guerin, left, and 
principal Lindy Graham turn the rst sods to mark the rst day of construction of new hostel. At 
left is Graham Ward, from Ward Consulting; at right is Dallas Redhead, from Rushton Architects, 
and archaeologist Julia Hughes.  
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Craighead Diocesan School - Current Site Plan

Craighead Diocesan's hostel taking shape 

UNDER CONSTRUCTION: The Craighead 
Diocesan School hostel could be ready by 
term 3 for students to move in.

The old adage of not judging a book by its cover 
proves true for the new Craighead Diocesan 
School hostel. 

Although construction is almost complete on 
the outside, the inside is a vastly different story, 
according to Board of Proprietors chairwoman 
Phillipa Guerin. 

She said the external cladding is almost 
complete, and the builders are about to move 

inside, where the internal walls and xtures have 
to be completed. 

“It's all coming along as well as planned. "We are 
hoping that the girls will be able to move in by the 
beginning of term three," Guerin said.

JOHN BISSET/ Fairfax NZ 

(Timaru Herald 15 April  2014) 
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