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New members - Craighead is entering an exciting 
period of change and development and the COGs 
welcome any new members to join the committee.

All COGS invited to

COGs AGM Sunday 26th May

Chapel Service at 10am followed by morning tea then 
AGM at 11.30am.

Meet the new Principal Lindy Graham and join in on a 
School Tour of the new rebuild.   

'Shaken' by Jessica Crothall (nee Romola Wigley)
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Presidents Report

It is a great privilege to present my report 
for 2012.

Following on from the Centennial I can 
thankfully say that the pace for Old Girls 
certainly slowed and we all enjoyed a well 
earned break from meetings. The Centennial 
certainly was a huge success and I again 
extend my thanks to all those involved.

As a result of the Centennial Chapel 
service collection we donated $1200 to the 
school for the purchase of new hymn and 
prayer books. The School was ever so 
grateful for this contribution.
 
The Mary Louisa Cartwright Scholarship 
continues on and supports a boarding girl 
for three years. We have a retiring member 
this year and will be very pleased to 
welcome another member.

The second hand clothing shop brings in 
good income and it is tirelessly run by Vicky 
and Angela, thank you. A very special 
mention of Angela, who has volunteered in 
this department for a number of years and 
is resigning this year. We thank you very 
much Angela for the time you have given. 

I attended the Wanaka Show in March and 
many Old Girls called in and wondered how 
their school was. Mary and Hugh Holmes 
ever so tirelessly assisted with the School 
tent and that is always most appreciated. 
On that note, we have received Mary's 
resignation this year. It is with much regret 
we accept this. Mary, I have only been 
involved in the Old Girls for a short while, 
you have been involved with the Old Girls 
for 21 years as President, Secretary and 
more recently as a committee member. Your 
help in setting up and maintaining the 
database has been invaluable, especially for 
contacting Old Girls for the Centennial and 
we look forward to the printing of the 
updated School List. Your dedication to the 
school is clearly evident, it is so part of 
your life. You have poured many many 
hours into projects to benefit our school and 
how quite honestly do we show our 
appreciation to someone as devoted as 
yourself. Flowers just don't do it but 
honestly Mary we are very very grateful for 
all the time and efforts you have put in to 
Craighead.

I was elected to BOP Chair at the end of 
last year and am very proud to represent 
the Old Girls in this role. In fact the first Old 
Girl Chair. It has been an immensely busy 
time of late with the closure of Shand, 

following the earthquake & receipt of the 
engineering report. Craighead faces some 
very big issues with regard to Shand House 
and other building projects in the coming 
months.

There will be significant fundraising events 
which you will be invited to attend over the 
coming months.

Gala Auction Fundraiser held on Fri 8 June 
2012 at 6.30pm at Caroline Bay Hall was a 
great success raising over $40,000 for the 
school. A huge thank you to all the Old Girls 
who donated items( eg holiday bach for w/e, 
paintings, pottery etc).

Gala Auction Friday 21 June 2013 Bay Hall
Watch website for details
Any items donated by Old Girls would be 
most welcome.

Lastly I would like to thank all the committee 
for their involvement over the past year, and 
in particular Caroline with the Finances and 
Juliet with the secretarial work, and on that 
note I wish you all a year of good health and 
happiness.

Phillipa Guerin
President Craighead Old Girls Assn Inc.

Events St Margarets and Rangi Ruru golf 
match at Lincoln Feb 25th 2013 - which 
included the Christchurch branch of the 
COGs.

Ruth Cooper
Secr Treas ChCh Old Girls
Bcooper@ihug.co.nz

Christchurch Branch

Craighead Old Girls gathering in Nelson was 
planned for December 2012 for about 20 
old girls in the area, as far as we know, 
some of whom are earthquake refugees.

My H/Ph no. is 03-5485536. If you hear of 
others wishing to contact us.
Rosemary Bygate

Nelson Branch

40 COGs living in Wanaka who meet for 
lunch once a year.

Contact Gail Cooke 
wanakahomestay@xtra.co.nz

Wanaka Branch

Engagements, Marriages, Births

Engagements
Jessica Engelbrecht - Sam Percival

Louise Risk - Phil Hopkins

Anna Johnstone - Bevan Wilson

Georgina Geaney - James Jackson

Weddings
Holly Woodhouse - Sam Taylor - both 
running a Game Safari in Kenya

Sally Engelbrecht - Ben Williams

Nicole Hamilton - George Law - married in 
August 2012

Amy Faulks - Antony Goad 

Births
Lisa Clark (nee McFarlane) - a daughter on 
5th January 2012 Luella Rose Helene

Bridget McConnochie - a son 6th April 2012 
North Shore, Auckland

Bernice Innes (nee Pye) - a daughter
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Leavers 2007....

Bobbi Bartlett - completed a Bachelor of Commerce 
endorsed with accounting from Canterbury 
Univeristy. She is now managing a taxation firm in 
Christchurch.

Fiona Brown - gained a degree in Occupational 
Therapy from Otago University. She continued her 
study with a Post Graduate Certificate in Child & 
Adolescent Mental Health and is currently working in 
Timaru as case manager for Child & Adolescent 
Mental Health. 

Christina Burke - has a 4 year old daughter, Harlow 
and is working as a customer services rep for 
Farmside. She is also involved in Youth Ministry 
work.

Hannah Chapman - completed a Bachelor of Arts at 
Canterbury University majoring in French and 
German. She is working in Auckland marketing Kagi 
jewellery and through this role was involved in 
Fashion Week 2012. 

Felicity Cook - has worked on a deer farm and three 
dairy farms and is currently milking cows in 
Dunedin.

Erin Couling - went to Canterbury University for two 
years, but decided travelling was in her best interests 
and now lives in England. She has been working and 
travelling since May 2011 and plans to come back to 
NZ in time to study Midwifery in 2014. 

Abbie Coulter - is living in Brighton in the UK and 
working as an Au Pair for a British family. She is 
continuing to pursue her interest in Art. Prior to this 
she completed a year studying Art at Canterbury 
University and worked on the Gold Coast.

Kendal Dewar - completed a Tourism and Hospitality 
degree at Lincoln University. She is now working at 
Dreamworld, on the Gold Coast, where she's 
working towards a supervisor role.

Bridget Emerson - studied at Lincoln for two years 
then spent a year working before heading to 
Australia for a year. She now lives in Central Otago 
and works on a sheep and beef farm and is about to 
start her first season as an AI Technician and will 
begin to train to pregnancy test cows after the 
summer. 

Amy Faulks - studied at Aoraki Polytechnic received 
certificate in cookery. Travelled overseas to UK then 
back to NZ. Has worked in hospitality and is 
currently working with dairy farming. Amy is now 
married to Antony Goad.

Emma Findlay - attended Otago University where 
she did Computer Science. Last year had a gap year 
in America at Camp America then travelled to 
England where she has been nannying and working 
as a barmaid and doing lots of travelling!

Rachel Flynn - has done a Bachelor of Science 
majoring in Biological Sciences with an endorsement 
in Biosecurity. She is currently working for a lab in 
Christchurch making medicines for animals.

Ruth Flynn - attended NASDA where she completed 
her performing Arts Degree. Moved to Melbourne 
where she is working for a company called Hey-De-
Ho performing for pre-school children with dance 
and song, along with continuing her singing and is in 
the process of setting up a group to do cabaret 
work. She has just finished performing in a 
professional/amateur production of the musical 
Sweeney Todd as one of the leading female rolls.

Diana France - Completed a certificate of Advanced 
Travel, Tourism and Business at Sir George Seymour 
College in Christchurch and is now working as 
Corporate Travel Consultant for BCD Travel in 
Brisbane.

Joanna Garland - Graduated in 2011 with a 
Batchelor of Nursing Degree at the Christchurch 
Polytechnic Institute of Technology (CPIT) in 
Christchurch. In 2012 Joanna has Graduated from 
Otago University with a Post Graduated Degree in 
Nursing specialising in Forensics and Mental Health, 
as well as working for the Canterbury District Health 
Board in Forensics at Hillmorten Mental Health 
Hospital, Christchurch. Joanna has been asked to 
Study at Otago University in 2013 for a Masters 
Degree in Nursing specialising in Forensics and 
Mental Health, while she continues working.

Danielle Glennie - since leaving school has travelled 
a lot and is currently working at Pac 'N Save.

Emma Hall - Health Sciences in Dunedin for a year 
then changed to NASDA where she graduated with 
Batchelor of performing arts.This year is doing a 
post primary teaching diploma through Victoria 
University.

Nicole Hamilton - worked for 2 years for a 
pharmacy in Queenstown managing the retail side. 
She is currently working in an office at Polarcold in 
Timaru. Nicky became engaged to George Law last 
November and in August this year they were 
married. 

Kylie Jackson - attending Canterbury University 
doing Classics and English. She won a scholarship 
for this year and is doing honours in Classics while 
tutoring at uni.as well. Has been working in a 
pharmacy at Tower Junction and is currently working 
at Shoe Connection in ChCh.

Tracey Jackson - attending Canterbury University 
doing Computer engineering. Enjoying being in ChCH

Bridget Johnstone - attended Lincoln College where 
she received a degree in Recreational Management. 
Currently working in Western Australia in Kunnunara 
where she is working as Sports Co-ordinator in a 
Recreation Centre.

Abigail King - graduated from Nasda 2011 and is 
currently living in Melbourne. She has spent the past 
year performing Shakespeare for VCE students 
across Melbourne and is continuing her dance 
training at The Space. She has started her own 
childrens entertainment company and is looking 
forward to appearing in Stage Arts production of 
'Hair' this summer as part of the 2013 Midsummer 
Festival.

Lisa Kirk - attended Canterbury University doing a 
Commerce Degree. Now living in Sydney Australia 
working for a large company called Stocklands. 
Currently travelling through Europe for 5 weeks.

Jessie Lindsay - after 4 years in the RNZAF and 
studying extramurally I am looking forward to 
returning to fulltime study at Canterbury next year to 
study GIS - Geospatial Information systems. 

Samantha Linwood - completed Batchelor of 
Teaching and Learning(Early Childhood) at 
Canterbury University. Working as a pre-school 
teacher at Nurturing Pre-school Wigram ChCh. Have 
done one year of registration with one to go finishing 
in August 2013. Travelled to Cambodia in April 2012. 
Going to Bali in Nov and intend travelling to the 
States for 5 weeks with friends next year.

Zoe Mackay - I am working fulltime as a registered 
nurse while pursuing more qualifications to further 
my career.

Jennifer McAuley - completed a 3 year Stotts 
Business Course. Currently working as an 
administrator for Hilton Haulage Transport. Took a 
Con Tiki Tour to Europe in 2011. Went to Bali in 
2012 and off to the States in 2013.  

Bridie McCrostie - went on AFS to Denmark for one 
year. Currently at Massey in the last year of Honours 
in Fashion Design.

Bridget McMaster - completed a Diploma of 
Communications Arts and Design at the Design and 
Arts College in Christchurch. Following this she 
achieved a Diploma of Interactive Design at Natcoll. 
Bridget has been working as a freelance graphic 
designer and in April of 2011 secured the role of 
Designer in the Marketing Department at CPIT. She 
now holds the position of Senior Creative Designer 
there while also continuing freelance work.

Amy McMullen - working for AMI in ChCh

Lucy Morgan - graduated from the University of 
Otago with a BA in Geography in December 2011. 
She is currently living in Christchurch and working 
as an IT consultant for a company called Ripped 
Orange.

Marcia Morris - worked at Pareora Freezing Works 
as the only female lamb boner. Living in Perth 
working in administration for an oil exploration 
company - West International and applying for work 
on the oil rigs.  

Annabel Morten - went to Lincoln University, started 
2 years of Viticulture before changing to an 
Agricultural Science Degree in Biochemistry and 
Biotechnology. Graduated in 2012 and moved to 
Melbourne where she is working in administration 
for a locksmith and security company.

Emma Prestridge - started an early childhood 
teaching degree and then completed a diploma in 
applied business. Currently working for Peter Walsh 
Assoc as an administrator.

Jo Rooney - left School and worked for HC Partners 
and pursued extra study at Aoraki Polytechnic. Now 
at Lincoln studying for Chartered Accountancy.

Lauren Thomas - early childhood Teacher for 
Kindercare in ChCh. Enjoying life.

Anna Vincent - end of 5th year at Otago Uni. 
Completing a double degree in Commerce and Law. 
Just back from a six month exchange to Queens 
University in Canada which was thoroughly 
enjoyable.

Catherine Wright - completed a B.Com at Lincoln 
Uni majoring in Property management. In West 
Australia with Fiancee. Sat Australian Property 
management exams, passed and is working as a 
property manager in Perth.

Rachael Scott - went to Otago Uni and did 1st year 
law then changed to an environmental management 
degree. Now works for Fulton Hogan as an 
Environmental Advisor for Otago/Southland.

Emily Stocker - teacher training at Otago and in first 
year teaching at Waimataitai in Timaru.

Olivia King - currently working in Tin Kitchen in 
Geraldine

Sally Hall - working as Kindergarten Teacher at 
Westend Kindergarten Timaru. Took first term off to 
travel to Vietnam with husband Peter.

Tara Jackson - currently in Palmerston North doing 
Zoology

Eve Flynn - currently at Victoria University doing BA 
in EnglIsh and Law.
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Careers

Caroline Sleigh - fashion designer - 
'Cashmere Affair’
I went to Craighead from 1978-82. Back in 
those days there was very little career 
advice given to girls, somehow I decided to 
do the two year fashion and textiles course 
at Wellington Polytechnic. After finishing the 
fashion course I went to Otago University 
and completed a commerce degree. I think 
that it is important to have some business 
background if you are intending to have a 
career as a designer, as you need to 
understand how to make money if you want 
your business to be successful.

I had several junior jobs working in the 
fashion industry before I set up my own 
business 'The Underwear Club ' with two 
other partners. We made and sold 
underwear and sleepwear in New Zealand. 

Later I went to work for LWR (subsequently 
Pacific Brands) and worked as a 
product/brand manager. This role 
encompassed designing product, 
production and then taking the product or 
brands to the market. This was great 
experience as I travelled a great deal to 
China and learned how production 
happened there.

I then moved to Australia where I continued 
in a variety of design/brand management 
roles for Pacific Brands. I was responsible 
for dealing with some of the big retailers in 
Australia such as David Jones and Myer. 

Myer offered me a role as a Buyer & 
Product Developer, which was a wonderful 
career opportunity, as I had not worked in 
fashion retail before. I was given a budget 
that I had to spend on developing my own 
collections, I travelled twice a year to New 
York, Paris and London for ideas, and then 
had the collections made in China. I was 
responsible for how the collections sold 
through to the shop floor.
We have now moved back to Christchurch 
and I have set up my own business, 
'cashmere affair ', which is born out of my 
passion for beautiful things, one of them 
being cashmere. 

My aim is to design a collection of colourful 
cashmere that I would wear-and-love 
forever, and to sell them at a price I can 
afford. (I would never design anything that I 
wouldn't love to wear myself). 

I sell via my website 
www.cashmereaffair.co.nz and we send 
cashmere all over Australia and New 
Zealand. We are also about to enter the UK 
market.

Hollie Marett - Physiotherapist
I am 34 years of age, born in Fairlie and 
schooled in Timaru at Craighead Diocesan 
School before completing my Bachelor of 
Physiotherapy at Otago University where I 
graduated in 1999 with Distinction and Best 
Overall Standard for my degree course year.

My new graduate year was spent working in 
New Zealand at Timaru hospital and then 
Christchurch Public Hospital, before moving 
to Perth, working in both acute and 
rehabilitation wards. 2004 saw the start of 
my OE working as a locum physiotherapist 
across various specialities throughout the 
UK. During my time in Hull I specialised in 
Falls Prevention and Rehabilitation including 
the creation of a new falls service for the 
department of medicine for the elderly. It is 
great to be back in Timaru after 10 years 
abroad, to be close to family and working 
with old school acquaintances again as well 
as enjoying cycling and tramping in the 
beauty of the great kiwi outdoors.

Fiona McKenzie - Arts Academy 
making entrance
Geraldine will soon provide a creative hub 
and “home” for the arts. The newly formed 
Geraldine Academy of Performance & Arts 
Inc. will provide a venue for expert tutors to 
grow the skill level of performers and 
behind the scenes crews.

It will be up and running in the coming 
months in the old St Mary's Church hall. 
The academy, established by Jill Roberts, 
Lorina Harding and Fiona McKenzie, will 
open its doors on October 1 (2012) with a 
Theatre Machine holiday program. Jill, 
Lorina and Fiona have professional 
backgrounds in the arts covering 
performance, film, television, directing, 
writing, music and puppetry. They will offer 
courses alongside other tutors from around 
South Canterbury and outside the district. 
Their aim is to work in conjunction with 
what others in the arts field already offer. 
The academy will give people of all ages a 
chance to learn from experts in mediums 
including dance, drama, music, puppetry, 
speech, acting, writing, film making, circus 
arts and singing. 

With an emphasis on performance, 
students will also have plenty of opportunity 
to engage with an audience at regular term 
time recitals, Fiona says.

The academy will offer term time courses, 
weekend courses, weekend workshops and 
holiday programmes. It will also host events 
including Geraldine Earth Hour and the 
5X5X5 Film Festival. “Six hundred people 
turned up for Earth Hour(this year). We 
know everyone that was involved in it, was 
loving it. It just confirmed to us that there's 
a great need in the community to provide 
opportunities, to be in things and be a part 
of things.” 

Fiona says the project has been a long term 
dream for everyone involved. That dream 
was made official when the group received 
confirmation that it could move into the hall. 
A grand opening party for the academy was 
held on Sept 21, followed by an open day 
on Sept 22 2012. (- by Alexia Johnston for 
the Timaru Herald)

Stephanie Molyneux - Dramatic 
Seeds sown by Drama League
A former Craighead Diocesan student is 
living the theatrical dream in Auckland and 
says she owes it to her days with the South 
Canterbury Drama League. Stephanie 
Molyneux, 24, is directing her second play 
to be staged at the basement Theatre, called 
Goddess, from Sept 4 to 8.

Stephanie was accepted to the 
Christchurch-based National Academy of 
Performing and Screen Arts (NASDA) in 
2007. The academy dedicated to excellence 
in music theatre training, selects only 24 
students nationally every year for the 
Bachelor of Performing Arts degree. 
Samantha then completed a Graduate 
Diploma in Directing at Unitec in Auckland.

Directing plays at the basement was 
exciting she said. Her success she puts 
down to her days at the Drama League, 
when she says her passion was spurred. 
“That's where it all began. They are the 
nurturers of this. It was a huge influence in 
my younger years” Samantha has also 
directed plays at Unitec during her studies.

She hopes she can come back to Timaru 
one day and put some of her directing skills 
to use. “I always wanted to do something to 
give back. It's a community organisation 
that's really making a difference in people's 
lives.”



Obituaries

Helen Arthur (nee Judge) - Craighead 
Headmistress 1969-74 
Helen was born in Te 
Awamutu 14th February 
1931 and grew up on a dairy 
farm at Puahue and with it 
came a love of the outdoors 
and animals.

Early Schooling was at the 
local school and meant a 
three mile journey on a 
Shetland pony with her 
brother David. Later she went 
to school in Te Awamutu, then on to Epsom Girls 
Grammar. Auckland University followed where 
she gained a BA degree under the watchful eye of 
Prof Ken Cumberland who was instrumental in 
starting her teaching career as a part-time 
teacher at an Auckland girl's school. In her 
holidays she worked in a chocolate factory, 
bringing home bags of 'leftovers'.

Before a full-time teaching career she became an 
intrepid traveller, hitch-hiking through South 
America, Chile, Peru, Columbia and on to New 
York. Her emergency pack consisted of a toilet 
roll, bath plug, light bulb and a flick-knife.

Her many teaching positions included Nga Tawa 
girls school in Marton, London Theatre Arts 
School, Woodford House at Hastings, house 
mistress at Wycombe Abbey in Buckinghamshire, 
Waikato Diocesan Girls School, and then finally 
from 1969 to 1974 as Headmistress of Craighead 
Diocesan School in Timaru where the science 
block is named after her. The Craighead Old Girls 
Association send their condolences; they tell us 
that Helen was affectionately known as 'Fudge'.

Pressures of modern day schooling saw her 
retire from teaching and head north to become a 
librarian at Waikato University. It was here she 
met Marshall who was lecturing there. In 1986 
they married and went to live in Te Puna in 
Tauranga.

An interest in genealogy led to their moving to 
Nelson region where our ancestors first settled. 
Marshall showed his expertise in researching old 
records and documents, holding the fort when 
Helen travelled abroad to track down further 
genealogical leads.

It was here in Nelson that they developed a 
passion for Probus where Helen became 
president of the Trafalgar branch. Helen and 
Marshall were also active members of the Brook 
Waimarama Sanctuary where they spent many 
hours clambering around the hillsides clearing 
weeds and so forth. They also enjoyed 4-wheel 
drive trips where they went along as 'Pushers' - 
needed in the event of the vehicle getting stuck! 
To our knowledge they weren't required to carry 
out this duty at any stage.

Helen was also an active member of many 
different societies - the Botanical, Historical and 
Genealogical among them.

In her time Helen tried many things from flying to 
fly-fishing, painting to photography particularly 
evidenced by literally thousands of photos and 
slides. It appears she had also recently taken up 
learning to speak German.

Always the teacher, her gifts to young nieces and 
nephews, always had a purpose, a well thought 
out book to broaden inquisitive minds or 
something of use in intrepid travels.

Helen and Marshall were great for each other and 
complemented each other well with their obvious 
love of the outdoors, history and the many 
groups they belonged to. As they were, in a lot of 
ways, quite private people it has been a pleasant 
surprise, upon reading some of their cards etc, to 
find that they had a great love and admiration for 
each other and took many opportunities to 
express this one to the other. To the extent of 
Helen hiding presents around the house when 
she went away, and sending Marshall clues as to 
where to look for them.(- Eulogy by Helen's 
brother David Judge)

Rev. Trevor Jackson - Craighead 
Headmaster 1975-82
Fondly referred to as 
'Trendy Trev', he 
arrived at Craighead 
from Ballarat, 
Australia, sight 
unseen by most of 
the board, as the first 
male Head of the 
school, with grey 
flared flannel suits, 
wide ties, deep side 
burns and a waft of 
aftershave. In keeping with the times it was the 
beginning of a new era for Craighead with the 
opening of the Helen Judge Science Block in 
1975 and the 'Monster Fair' in 1976 raising 
$14,000 for the Desmond Unwin Hall, which was 
opened in 1978. It was considered appropriate 
that the entire East wall of the hall was lined with 
the wood from the Wellingtonia's lost in the 
August storm of 1975, a dramatic event in his 
first year at the school. He was ordained in 1980 
and so in the following year when the school was 
“integrated,” Trevor ensured the importance of 
Craighead's 'special character' was written into 
the Integration Agreement. (-by Juliet Shallard 
(nee Wigley) attended Craighead 1975-79)

The following is an obituary sent by his widow 
Margaret Jackson:

Former Melbourne chaplain, musician, teacher 
and iconographer dies

A former Melbourne Anglican priest and 
choirmaster, who towards the end of his life 
joined the Serbian Orthodox Church, has died in 
South Australia.

The Very Revd Archpriest Ambrose Trevor 
Jackson (aka Father Trevor) was born in 
Melbourne on 10 December 1935 and was 
baptised at the Anglican Church of the Epiphany, 

Northcote. He attended Ivanhoe Grammar 
School, completed a Bachelor of Arts at 
Melbourne University and a Diploma in Theology 
at the Australian College of Theology. 

Fr Ambrose was very musical and he was a 
Foundation Member of the Tudor Choristers and 
the Gregorian Society. He was organist and 
choirmaster in various Anglican Churches for 
more than 20 years, including Christ Church 
Brunswick, St Cuthbert's East Brunswick, St 
Anselm's Middle Park and St Silas' North Balwyn. 

He taught History and English for 20 years at 
various schools including Ivanhoe Grammar 
School from 1957-1965 (with two years in 
London from 1959-1960) and became 
Headmaster of Craighead Anglican Diocesan 
School, Timaru, New Zealand, from 1975-1982. 

He was ordained in the Anglican Church in NZ in 
1980 then returned to Australia in 1983 and was 
School Chaplain at Mentone Girls Grammar 
School for six years then Senior Chaplain at 
Brighton Grammar School for 12 years until his 
retirement in 2000. 

As an Associate Priest from 1980-2000, he 
assisted in various Anglican churches including 
St Peter's Murrumbeena, Holy Nativity 
Hughesdale, St James East St Kilda and All 
Saints Kooyong. In 2001, he became Rector and 
Rural Dean of Strathalbyn, South Australia, where 
he was a Canon of The Murray, Member of 
Diocesan Council and Chairman of Examining 
Chaplains. 

Fr Ambrose was also experienced in Iconography 
and was Director of the Icon School of St Peter 
(St Peter's Eastern Hill) for three years and 
Director of the Icon School of St Andrew and St 
Lazarus (at St Peter's Murrumbeena) for seven 
years. One of his major accomplishments was 
the Icon of Our Lady of Yankalilla, South 
Australia. He established the Icon School of St 
Luke at the Parish of Strathalbyn and continued to 
direct it in his retirement. 

Fr Ambrose retired from Strathalbyn in 2008 and 
was received into the Orthodox Church together 
with his wife Margaret and son Patrick. He was 
made a Priest in the Serbian Orthodox Church in 
2010 and an Archpriest in 2012. He was one of 
only three Anglicans to have been ordained in the 
Serbian Orthodox Church in Australia.

Fr Ambrose died peacefully in Sash Ferguson 
Aged Care in Mount Barker, SA, on 4 August 
2012 after a short period of palliative care due to 
cancer. Clergy and people from many different 
churches attended the funeral services including 
Serbian, Greek, Russian, Antiochian, Romanian, 
Coptic, Roman and Anglican. 

Fr Ambrose is survived by his wife, Margaret, his 
children Samela, Bridget and Patrick, and three 
grandchildren. Father Ambrose will always be 
remembered by many people as a man of great 
faith, love, gentleness and genuine kindness, a 
true man of God and a true soldier for Christ. (-
Margaret Jackson is Fr Ambrose's widow.)
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Equestrian Stalwart - June Cresswell 
Dec 20 1928 - April 28 2012 (Student 
514, Craighead Boarder 1941-45)

Aside from being one of the leading lady riders of 
her era, Canterbury equestrian stalwart June 
Cresswell will be best remembered for her 
competitive spirit, determination and devotion to 
a sport she loved right until the very end. June 
Matheson Cresswell died recently in Christchurch 
after a long illness. She was 84.

June was the only daughter of Charles and 
Elsie (Elsabeth - student no. 32, Craighead 
Boarder  1912-16) Cresswell. She was born on 
December 20 1928 and spent her early childhood 
growing up on the family farm at Lismore, near 
Mayfield, where her love of horses undoubtedly 
developed from an early age.

June attended Selwyn House PENU School 
before going to Craighead Diocesan School for 
girls in Timaru as a boarder from 1941-1945. 
After leaving school she went on to study music 
at the University of Canterbury, and later achieved 
a Diploma of Agriculture from Massey University.

It was while at university that June became 
lifelong friends with Jill Gould (nee MacRae). 
Although they came from different islands, the 
two girls had a common love of ponies and used 
to enjoy riding through Hagley Park or along the 
beach at Sumner daily between lectures.

Jill has many fond memories of those early years 
together. On one occasion she recalls, the two of 
them riding their ponies into an isolation ward at 
Christchurch Hospital to visit sick friends struck 
down by Scarlet Fever. It was all going fine until 
one of their ponies lifted his tail forcing a quick 
exit before the matron arrived! With no available 
horse transport, Jill also remembers the day she 
and June rode their ponies into an empty carriage 
on the west-bound train at Hornby, got off at 
Aylesbury, and rode up to the kennels for a days 
hunting with the Christchurch Hunt.

Both were keen on show jumping and enjoyed 
the start of eventing in Canterbury. They both 
competed at an early horse trials event at 
Racecourse Hill in 1959, an event June would 
have won aboard Flash, but for losing some of 
the stones in her pockets on the cross-country 
which she required to bring her up to the 
prescribed 11 stone plus. She was relegated to 
second after weighing in too light.

After university June started the Cobden Riding 
School, where she taught for many years. She 
was renowned for being a hard taskmaster, but 
nevertheless a wonderful teacher and was 
devoted to her pupils, many of whom found 
inspiration in her success in the show jumping 
world. 

Brave and highly competitive by nature, June 
competed against the country’s best, jumping up 
to A Grade level winning numerous titles and 
trophies across New Zealand during the late 
1960s and 1970s with a succession of 
homebred horses. 

Amongst her numerous highlights was winning 
the Puissance at Canterbury A&P Show aboard 
Geelong in 1969 jumping 6ft ½ inch. But perhaps 
her greatest moment was jointly-winning the 
Pilmer Plate for the 1977 Puissance at the Horse 
of the Year Show in Dunedin aboard her 
wonderful horse, Freddy (for whom the water 
jump at the National Equestrian Centre at 
McLeans Island is named), with Ken Kelso on the 
great Tom Jones.

From 1990, June travelled widely to major 
international equestrian events, including several 
World Equestrian Games and Spruce Meadows 
and her recall of individual riders, horses and 
their performances was quite remarkable; years 
after, she could relate competition details. 

In her later years June was a generous sponsor 
of the sport, getting financially behind both the 
National Show Jumping Championships and the 
Canterbury A&P Show in particular, and always 
turning up to events in her trademark old Land 
Rover.

June was a much loved Aunt of the Cresswell 
and Matheson families. She will be sadly missed.
(-Article courtesy of ESNZ Bulletin magazine - 
Annie Studholme)

Belinda 'Bindy' Wilson
2 Nov 1940 - 18 April 2012 - Goodbye 
Great Aunt BB (955 attended 
Craighead from 1953-57)
The community is 
mourning the loss of long 
time Wanaka resident 
Belinda 'Bindy' Wilson 
who lived at The Stone 
Cottage, Dublin Bay for 
the past 20 years. She 
passed away peacefully at 
her home on Wednesday 
April 18 2012.

Belinda, fondly known as 
Bindy, was born on 
November 2 1940, she grew up in Dunedin and 
was educated at Craighead Diocesan School in 
Timaru. When she left secondary school she 

worked in the Pathology Department of the Otago 
Medical School before travelling to London. After 
working as a secretary there she continued her 
travels to Australia. She lived in Melbourne for 
twenty years enjoying roles which included 
working as a personal assistant for various 
business people.

Bindy made annual trips back to Dublin Bay while 
she lived in Australia and eventually returned to 
New Zealand to settle here in 1993. She was one 
of the first people in the area to offer high-end 
self-contained bed and breakfast 
accommodation. The Stone Cottage became a 
popular destination for many holidaymakers who 
often returned year after year to enjoy Bindy's 
hospitality and the lakeside setting.

Bindy's health declined after a breast cancer 
diagnosis in 2007. Bindy is survived by her 
brother and sister-in-law Robert and Prue, and 
was the treasured Aunt of Ben and Amanda, 
Angus and Bridget, and Annabel and adored 
Great Aunt “BB” to Louis, Bess, Nina, Margot and 
Alice. (- sunnews)

Robin Patricia Hamilton (nee Swale), 
Central southland identity, 1944-
2012. (Student 1132, Craighead 
Boarder 1957-59)
Friend fondly remembered
More than 500 friends and family members 
gathered at The Hydeaway in the Lochiel one 
afternoon last week to say goodbye to a colourful  
and much-loved Central Southland personality, 
Robin Patricia Hamilton, who died aged 67. 

Rob, as she was known, epitomised much that 
Central Southland stands for - the rural scene, the 
good life with humour and a sort of salty 
independence evidenced in most of her 
endeavours from café keeping to horse racing.

She tried the lot and found success in each 
undertaking.

The younger daughter of Centre Bush Farming 
couple Bill and Molly Swale, Rob followed in the 
footsteps of her older sister Sally to St John's 
Girls' School in Invercargill and to Craighead in 
Timaru. 

And then she settled in the South, marrying 
neighbouring farmer Alistair Hamilton before her 
20th birthday, and caring for him, their twin 
daughters Sue and Ginny and the girls' young 
brother Will on the family farm, Benacre at 
Limehills.

It was as the children grew up that Rob began her 
first commercial off-farm venture, setting up 
Robin's Nest, a coffee café in Winton with fellow 
Rob, Robyn Swale.

Last week people recalled the bacon and egg slab 
pies which for Rob was famed.

After close on a decade, Robin's Nest changed 
hands as it has done since, emerging today as 
Adagio's on Winton's Great North Road.
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The success in business whetted Rob Hamilton's 
interest and twenty years ago she obtained her 
real estate qualifications and teamed with Cliffie 
Boyle, working for Harcourts through out Central 
Southland.

Rob clinched her last deal on November 19 2010 
- the day of the Pike River disaster, and the day 
she learned her illness was terminal.

She handed in her notice and tackled the trials of 
the next 12 months with the courage, optimism 
and energy which characterised her whole life.

These qualities endeared her to fellow Rotarians, 
as did her sense of fun, her competitiveness and 
her obvious enjoyment of a fresh challenge.

During her 20 years with Winton Rotary, Robin 
Hamilton broke new ground becoming the club's 
first woman president and later the first assistant 
governor for the Rotary area from South 
Canterbury to Southland.

Friends recalled her skill at sports from her daily 
swim, to golf at Drummond, skiing and 
gymkhanas in earlier times, and horse racing at 
Riverton in later years when she and Alistair 
developed their crib at the Rocks into a pleasant 
seaside home they shared with family and 
friends.

It was a heartwarming farewell, bringing so many 
old friends together in a garden setting.

Robin Hamilton leaves her husband Alaistair and 
their children Sue and Malcolm Day, Taringatura 
Hills, Ginny and Ben Harris, Christchurch and Will 
and Mel Hamilton, North Canterbury.

She leaves too, eight grandchildren aged from 7 
to 17 and her sister Sally Wheeley.

And she leaves memories for friends  in dozens 
of happy group photographs, heeled and hatted 
for weddings and Riverton race-day dos.

The Southland Times

Patricia Macassey (Trish) (931 
attended Craighead from 1953-54) - 
May 9 2012 - dearly loved daughter of 
Gertrude and Pat (deceased), sister of John, 
loving Aunt of Olivia and Matt, Augusta and 
Davis, and Yuri, dear friend of Dorothy Hitch. “An 
inspiration to all and courageous to the end”

Debbie McElvie (nee Murchison) 
(1537 attended Craighead from 1967-
72) - died in late August 2012 after a quick 
tussle with cancer. Belinda Wilson was a 
contemporary of Debs, one of her longstanding 
Craighead friends. We have two children, Jamie 
(21) & Mills (20 this month), who are both now 
at Canterbury University. I'm based in Auckland. 
(-from Deb's husband John McElvie) 

Nicola McKenzie (1535 attended 
Craighead from 1967-71)

Margaret Evans(nee Scott) (356 
attended Craighead from 1930-34) - 
died monday 24th Sept. aged 92years.She died 
in Rippon England. Margaret had 2 neices who 
attended Craighead Sarah Ensor(Scott) and Ann 
Johnstone(Scott) and 2 great nieces Caroline 
Scott and Charlotte Johnstone.  

Caroline Herrick (nee Goodman) Nov 
3 2011

April Vie Kerr (nee Hargreaves), MBE 
1921-2012 aged 91. 
(Student  no. 450 
attended school in 1937)
She died on 15th Jan 
2012. She was a former 
president in the 1950s of 
the Old Girls Assn. and 
made a large contribution 
at national level to the 
National Council of 
Women.

A Woman of Rare Distinction
In 1940, as a nineteen year old, April Hargreaves 
sat for a portrait by the society artist Elizabeth 
Kelly. This portrait was sent to a gallery in Paris 
displaying works by prominent artists from 
around the world. When interviewed more than 
fifty years later – and seeing the portrait 
produced on leaflets and posters publicising the 
Aigantighe's Ruby celebration – April laughed and 
said; “Any similarity between myself then and 
now is purely coincidental.”

A keen sense of humour, self- confidence and an 
adventurous spirit with little concern for “rocking 
the boat” led to diverse career; one whose driving 
force was increasing the educational and career 
opportunities for women, particularly rural 
women.

April led from the front with a wardrobe and 
hairstyles that impressed the avant-garde and 
perturbed many of the more conservative. 
Describing herself as a “Home Executive,” while 
a member of the South Canterbury Hospital 
Board (1974-1980), was unheard of and became 
a cause celebre in the letters section of the 
Timaru Herald.

Her mother (“decades ahead of her time”, she 
said) instilled, from an early age, an interest in 
travel and things international. 

Learning ballet in Christchurch, April was taught 
by Iris Montgomery whose great friend, crime 
writer Ngaio Marsh, often visited classes. At the 
age of six, April was chosen to dance for Anna 
Pavlova. As a fifteen year old she related stories 
she had written herself as “Elfin April” on 3YA in 
Christchurch, later giving radio talks in Paris and 
Sydney before eventually featuring on Timaru's 
3XC (later Radio Caroline) morning shows 
(Women's hour) alongside Doris Kay and 
Elizabeth Spratt.

After early schooling at Elmwood and Rangi Ruru 
in Christchurch, then Craighead in Timaru, April 

completed her education in Paris, studying 
language, music and history at the Sorbonne. 
With aviatrix Jean Batten, she was in the last 
debutante group presented at the Court of King 
George the 6th in 1938.

Married in 1942 to Ernest Kerr, April moved to 
Belmont, Cave, and what was, for her, a very 
different lifestyle. She was ever-grateful to her 
husband who encouraged her in her off farm 
activities, and enjoyed supporting his interests in 
the horse world and with the South Canterbury 
Hunt. April enjoyed the social and public relations 
aspect of any organisation she was with and had 
a reputation as a stylish hostess and an efficient 
organiser.

Attending her first Country Women's Institute 
meeting in Cave, she was elected president. It 
was a great source of pride for the Mackenzie 
Federation of CWI that April (1978-1982) and 
Ychbel Glass (1986-1990) each held the national 
presidency, of New Zealand's largest women's 
group in the same decade. During her term of 
office April modernised the image of CWI and 
introduced a more professional approach to its 
role.

She was the president of local branches of the 
National Council of Women, Women's section of 
the National Party, Save the Children Fund and the 
South Canterbury Council for Adult Education, 
representing the district on the Canterbury 
Council. She was also a member of the National 
Consumer Council, founder of the Women's 
Independent Discussion group in Timaru and was 
involved locally in Red Cross, the Agricultural 
Training Council, and the beautifying societies. 

Compering, modelling and judging, throughout 
New Zealand for the Wool Board was a highlight. 
The first suit made that was “fine enough to be 
pulled through a wedding ring” was a prized 
possession. Other interests included the Royal 
Overseas League and membership of the Arts, 
Ballet, Rheumatism and Arthritis, Intellectually 
Handicapped and Crippled Children Societies.

She entered her roles with a poise, confidence 
and flare. Seldom troubled by self-doubt, she 
was always prepared to challenge the status quo.

Her plan to introduce young Dutch and German 
farm and domestic workers to South Canterbury 
soon after World War II met with disbelief in 
some quarters. She persevered and the 
programme was a success. 

In 1982 she received the MBE for services to the 
community. 

April was predeceased in 1990 by her husband 
Ernest. She is survived by sons Julian (Sydney), 
Adrian (Maungati), four grandchildren and eight 
great grandchildren. (Supplied by Adrian Kerr)
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Old and New - Shand House

two years, which was refurbished in 6 
weeks. To retain its cultural significance the 
school, with guidance from the Historic 
Places Trust and input from Rushton 
Architects and the Timaru District Council, 
has decided to refurbish and strengthen the 
front section of Shand built about 1880 and 
demolish the remainder built since 1900, 
except the Len Home wing built 1990. 
Shand House had been home to 33 year 7, 
8 and 9 pupils, as well as 11 year 13 pupils 
now located in the Unwin Hall. The Len 
Home boarding wing, which houses 77 
girls, will not be affected. Preparation work 
for the partial demolition began on Monday 
7th January 2013.

Craighead Board of Propritors chairwoman 
Phillipa Guerin said it was a priority to 
ensure the safety of staff and students 
hence the decision to demolish before the 
term 1 started in February 2013. Shand 
House is not covered by insurance as no 
specific event caused the damage. The cost 
of the rebuild is unknown. The rebuild will 
start in July 2013.

The build price and fitout will go into the 
millions.

Rushton Architects' concept of the Shand 
House boarding hostel to be rebuilt at 
Craighead Diocesan School. The existing 
entrance, will be retained and strengthened 
with glass bridges leading to the new 
buildings.

Architectural puzzle solved (Timaru 
Herald January 9, 2013)
An architectural mystery has been solved 
during the development of the earthquake-
strengthening concepts for Craighead 
boarding hostel, Shand House. Historic 
Places Trust worked with Craighead 
Diocesan School and its architects to 
determine what constituted the original 
homestead which is considered Category B 
(a place of historical or cultural heritage 
significance or value). Originally built as a 
house in 1875, it was added to in six stages 
to 1940. Another addition was built in 1990. 
Merchant Henry Le Cren bought the house 
in 1880 and named it Craighead. Craighead 
School was established on the site in 1911. 
Historic Places Trust heritage adviser of 
architecture and conservation Dave 
Maggetts said some myths had surrounded 
the first house.  “We thought the main 
entrance was the remnants of the original 
homestead but the entrance had been built 
hard against the original behind,” he said. 
The discovery of the second residential 
building hard up against the original was 
made through analysing old photos of the 
building provided by the school.

Shand House was closed in May 2012 after 
an interim engineering report in March 2012 
indicated that earthquake strengthening 
work was needed. Boarders were moved to 
Timaru Girls High School. Resource 
consent was then obtained for the 
Craighead Unwin gymnasium to be refitted 
and used as a temporary 44-bed hostel for 
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Back Row: Emma Dobbs (Granddaughter of Julienne 
Verity, Daughter of Rebecca Newton), Henrietta Harper 
(Daughter of Karen Urquhart), Isabella Guerin (Daughter 
of Phillippa Hogg), Holly Waters (Great-Granddaughter of 
Katherine Westenra, daughter of Georgina Scott), 
Genevieve Barker (Great-Granddaughter of Margaret 
Robinson, Granddaughter of Gillian Ulrich), Bryony 
Steven (Granddaughter of Nan Sams, daughter of 
Victoria Hasselman), Belinda Hampton (Daughter of 
Emma Norman), Samantha Bower (Daughter of Michelle 
Leslie).

Middle Row: Millicent Grigg (Granddaughter of Robyn 
Ensor), Olivia Draper (Granddaughter of Deidre Lousley), 
Paris Batchelor (Daughter of Janelle Batchelor), Amalia 
Rowley (Granddaughter of Jessica Roberts, daughter of 
Sarah Elworthy), Julia Rolleston (Great-granddaughter of 
Airini Rhodes), Laura Bishell (Daughter of Suzanne 
Grant), Sophie Westgarth (Granddaughter of Catherine 
McLeod), Geraldine Prisk (Granddaughter of Barbara 
Hannan), Bridget Murdoch (Great-granddaughter of 
Winifred Hunter, granddaughter of Charmien Muscroft-
Taylor, daughter of Katharine Nicholls), Kimberley Giles 
(Daughter of Melinda Hardie), Rosa Millar 
(Granddaughter of Heather Jamison, daughter of Kate 
Gosling), Emma Trolove (Great-granddaughter of 
Beverley Mitchell and Betty Hislop, granddaughter of 
Elizabeth Watson), Kate Ashurst (Daughter of Miranda 
Williamson), Ruby Brown (Daughter of Elizabeth Munro).

Front Row: Sophia Goslin (Daughter of Caroline Wigley), 
Rachel Rolleston (Great-granddaughter of Airini Rhodes), 
Alice Eddington (Great-granddaughter of Diana Orbell, 
granddaughter of Anne Hargreaves, daughter of Nicky 
Archdale), Genevieve Steven (Granddaughter of Nan 
Sams, daughter of Victoria Hasselman), Jessica Wright 
(Granddaughter of Brigid Grigg, daughter of Chrissie 
Gerard), Danielle Ashby-Coventry (Granddaughter of 
Frances Clarke).

Absent: Laura Grigg (Granddaughter of Robyn Ensor), 
Ella Jaine (daughter of Anna Porter), Charlotte Lewis 
(Daughter of Rachel Hornsey), Megan McKenzie 
(Daughter of Philippa Harrison), Briar Tiffen (Daughter of 
Maria Henry).

Daughters, Grand-daughters & Great grand-daughters of old girls 2012
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